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sence. The work that was committed to them was
the preaching of the Gospel. ‘‘Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations.”” (Matthew 28: 19.) That the
apostles regarded this commission as a saered trust
is shown by 1 Thessalonians 2: 4—'‘But as we were
allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel,
rven so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts.”” 1 Timothy 1: 11—‘Ae-
cording to the glorious gospel of the blessed God,
which was committed to my trust.”’

Matthew 24: 14 tells us, ‘*And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.’”” During the lifetime of the apostles they
travelled from place to place preaching the gospel,
and they guarded very carefully the doetrine which
they taught. Paul instrueted Timothy, **Take heed
unto thyself, and unto the doetrine,” and in 1
Timothy 6: 3-3 he warns Timothy against receiv-
ing anything not in accordanee with sound doctrine.
He says *‘from such withdraw thyselt.”” In 2 Thes-
salonians 2: 15—""Therefore, brethren, stand fast,
and hold the traditions which yve have been taught,
whether by word, or our epistle.”” Jude exhorts
the brethren (vs. 3)—'“"that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto
the saints.”’

The preaching of the gospel did not end when the
last of the apostles and others to whom it was first
committed had died. The gospel was to be preached
right throughout the Gospel age. That this work
might continue the aposties taught and instructed
others, and exhorted them to serve as stewards.
Paul’s instruetions to Timothy were (2 Timothy 2:
2)—"“And the thines that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also.”’

Inasmuch as the apostles taught the gospel, made
converts, and instrueted others, who in their turn
ecould pass the gospel message along, always care-
ful to preserve the gospel from becoming mixed
with heathen superstition and philosophy, did they
not trade with the “‘talents’’ committed ro them
and inerease their Master’s goods? Most certainly
they did.

What Abilities are Required?

In our parable we notice that the servants did
not receive each the same number of ‘‘talents.””
One received five, another two, and another one, ““to
every man according to his several ability.”” What
‘*abilities’” are required for spreading the gospel?

We can understand that in dealing with everyday
business we are not all eguipped alike; some are
much better traders than others. But in the Lord’s
service what ‘‘abilities’’ are required? Must we
have great business ability, perhaps great educa-
tional attainments, maybe M.A., or some other Uni-
versity degree? .Just what would the Lord look for
hefore he entrusted His goods to any servant? What
was the greatest ability exhibited by the apostle
Paul? Paul, as we know, had great educational
ability, but was that the ability which enabled him
to endure ‘‘stripes above measure, in prisons more

frequent,’”’ thrice beaten with rods, once stoned,
thrice suffered shipwreck, in perils of robbers, in
weariness, in hunger and thirst ?—2 Corinthians 11:
21-33.

What enabled Peter and John aud the other apos-
tles to rejoice ‘‘that they were counted worthy to
sutfer shame for his name'’!—Aects 5: 41.

Paul never forgot the merey shown him in the
forgiveness of his sins— ‘who was before a blas-
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.”—1 Tim-
othy 1: 13.

This was the prime mover in Paul's life—his love
for Christ. It is the ruling law in the life of the
Christian. It is the first ‘‘ability’’ the Lord would
look for. Two other ‘‘abilities’’ closely allied to
love would be ‘‘humility’” and ‘‘zeal.”” When we
realize how much we needed a Saviour, how much we
have been forgiven, and how little and insignificant
we are (Paul considered himselt “‘less than 1he
least of all saints.”—Ephesians 3: 8.0, we must rea-
lize that we ourselves are nothing. ‘‘Neither is he
that planteth anything, neither he that watereth:
hut God that giveth the inerease.” (1 Corinthians
3070 As one ponders over the love bestowed upon
him, he should soon be filled with zeal for his Mas-
ter’s service.

Other abilities are “‘faith’’ and ‘“‘hope’; and
still others, ““honesty,”” “patience.”” and " persever
ance.”’

In our parable the servant who received five tal-
enty undouhtedly had more natural ability as a
trader than the other two servants, So with
vants in the Lord’s serviee. Some realize more fully
the great privilege which is theirs of taking somoe
part in the Master's service, are more humble and
more grateful for all that has heen done for them.
To whom would the Lord he likely to entrust five
talents? To one who would attend to his Master's
affairs when he found fime, and then perhaps in
an indifferent manner? or to one who sought fo
know Iis will and strove hard to accomplish it!
To which of these wonld the Lord give five talents,
expecting to receive His goods inereased?  Others
perhaps with these ‘‘abilities’’ less developed would
be worthy of receiving two talents. [If they were
faithful in the discharge of their privilege, spread
abroad the gospel as well as they were able and
as much as they knew, these would be counted as
good servants, and would be worthy of the Master's
confidence.

Then again there are servants who are never very
diligent, do not think deeply on all that has been
forgiven them, and do not worry overmuch about
the Lord’s requirements and commands. Never
theless, the Master does not dismiss them from His
service, but commits to them one ‘‘talent,’”’ and so
rives to that servant the opportunity to demon-
strate that he is not altogether lacking in love and
gratitude.

The Reckoning with the Servants
In our parable when the master of the house re-
turned he had a reckoning with his servants; the
one who had received five talents brought five more:
the one who had received two, two more: to these
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the Master said: *‘ Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant.”” These two servants had demonstrated
their love to him, and their desire to further his
interests, and to give him the best service they were
capable of. This serviee would perhaps mean their
working longer hours, and maybe a little harder;
nevertheless, they were willing to do it. It also
demonstrated their faithfulness to the work in hand,
and that they were capable of doing greater work in
his service.

The one-talent man demonstrated his deficieney
of love, his unwillingness to exert himself in the
least, not even to walk to the bank and invest his
talent so that his master should at least receive a
little interest.

S0, right through the age, the Lord 's servants have
received their five talents, two talents, one talent,
or just what the Lord knows they are capable of
managing. They must realize their great privilege
in being permitted to take some part in the DMas-
ter's service and of furthering His interests.  They
must ‘‘get busy,'” not dawdle along, because the
Lord will want a reckoning with them as to bow
they have invested His *‘talents.”

The manner in which the Lord will deal with us,
His servants, is this: He watches our conduet, and
by this means determineg aur worthiness or unwor-
thiness of His confidence, Our attitude towards the
Lord, whether we are loving or ungratetul; our
method of discharging our duties, whether we have
given our best service and been faithful and con-
sclentious.  Our Master, who reads the innermost
thoughts of our hearts, has summed us up by the
time we reach the end of our course. We have then
demonstrated our faithfulness or unfaithfulness in
the work in hand, and whether we are worthy of
llis confidence and fit to be given greater work
in His service. Those who have been faithful will
hear—*Well done. thou good and faithful servani:
thou hast been faithful over a few things, T will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord.”

) -
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To the unfaithtul servant will be said—'*Thou
wicked and slothful servant’—not only *‘slothful,””
but *“*wicked.”” And his talent will be taken from
him. Whatever he knew of the gospel he will lose.
Being an unprofitable servant, he will be dismissed
from the Master’s service, and will be cast into
‘‘outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.”” He will lose all peace and joy, which
are for those who remain faithful. and will know
only strife and turmoil.

““The joy of the Lord’ promised the faithful ser-
vants may well represent the Kingdom honours in
which the saints are invited to be joint-heirs. Having
been faithful in the discharge of the task set before
them during this age, they will be counted worthy
to be associated with their Heavenly Master in the
setting up of the Kingdom for which we have so
long prayed, **Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be dene
on earth as it is in heaven.’’

As our faithfulness or unfaithfulness will be deter-
mined by the end of our course, it 1s very necessary
for us to “*Watell.”” The Lord said to His disciples
—"“Ye know not the day nor the bour.”” We must
not allow ourselves to be caught unprepared. Each
must answer for himself as to his stewardship. We
cannot aftord to put off till to-morrow what should
be dene to-dav: if we do, we are not faithful to
our trust and are not giving our best service; and
nothing less than our very best will be acceptable
to the Lord.

In apustolic days and throughout the age there
have been the servants with their greater or less
amount of **ability,”” and each has to account for
just what task was set him. The servant with just
one talent is equally responsible with the servant
with two or five. His “*watchfulness’’ consists in
faithfully carrying on, however small or ‘‘trifling"’
the task may appear. 1f he is faithful he will hear
those gracions and precious words, ““ Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.”” May it indeed be our

Another Parable of Peaceful Traders

T THE TIME of the first advent of our Lord
A Jesus Christ the Jewish people were divided
into two main classes: Those faithful Jews
who were looking for and eagerly awaiting the
coming of their Messiah, and those who by reason
of the grossness of their hearts were neither longing
to see nor willing 10 acknowledge the advent of the
promised Deliverer. Of the latter elass the apostle
John writes—''}e came unto his own, and his own
received him not.'—John 1: 10-12,

Such was the ~tate of the Jewish world when our
Saviour commenced His ministry. and we find that
even those who had been looking for Him had mis-
understood many of the prophecies conesrning Him.,
This seems to be so by the context of the **Parable

privilege to hear them. Amen,
—B.L.G.
[ ]
&
of the Pounds’’ we are now to consider (Luke 19:

12-27), for in verse 11 we read—"‘And as they heard
these things. he added and spake a parable, because
he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought
that the kingdom of God should immediately ap-
pear.”’

Yrom these words of our Lord we gather that the
Jewish people had failed to discern the difference
between the first and second advents of their Mes-
siah. They were expecting Him to commence His
reign as their King at once, not realizing that first
of all He was to come in humiliation, to be despised
and rejected of men, and to suffer death on the
eross. To enlighten the people, and to show them
the true. reasons for His presence among them, our
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Lord taught His disciples, and all who gathered to
hear, by many *‘parables and dark sayings,’’ so
that those with hearing ears might know something
of God’s purposes. The parable of the pounds was
doubtless given by our Lord in order to inform those
who would be followers of Him, that they were to
expect their diseipleship to mean a life of service
for their Master, during which they would be en-
trusted with certain things of which they were to
act as stewards. We have been hearing of the Par-
al_)le of the Talents, in which the servants received
different amounts, and those who were faithtul had
doubled them. In the parable now under considera-
tion, the *‘pound’’ corresponds to the ‘‘talents’' of
the other parable, the capital with which they were
to trade and make gain for their Master. The
‘"pound’’ represents the truth, the gospel, which
was committed as a trust to the disciples when the
Master went away. In this parable it will be no-
tieed that to each servant was given an equal
amount, a pound, but that some gained wmore than
others.

The parable begins, **A certain nobleman went
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom,
and to return. And he called his ten servants, and
delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Oc-
cupy till I come.”” The word translated ‘‘occupy’
is defined by Strong's Concordance to mean, *'To
busy oneself; ie to trade’’; so that the servants
were to be traders with the money delivered to
them. From verse 14 we gather that the citizens
of the nobleman objected to his authority, saying—
**We will not have this man to reign over us,’’ and
in that case it was only to be expected that they
would strive to obstruet and prevent the servants
from carrying on.

[t is of interest to notice that the servants had re-
ceived no instruetion whatever from their master to
make war on the objectors or to fall out with them.
Thus they were to be peaceful traders, enduring
hostility and persecution if need be, without con-
tending against their opposers. (Hebrews 12: 14;
Romans 12: 17, 18; 1 Timothy 2: 2.) The par-
able was given to show the steward aspect only of
the servants’ activities, and we find therein many
viluable lessons which we are to apply to ourselves
who are the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first and one of the most important lessons
which may be gained is that each servant must be
awake and active, doing his best to bring in returns
for his master. We recall the words of our Confer-
ence text—''Blessed are those servants, whom the
Lord when he cometh shall find watehing.’’ Surely
this is of paramount importance; for the servant
who is not awake and busy in His master’s service
rmust expect to be ashamed when He returns. The
servants of the parable had received the command,
““Trade fitl I come’’; and in this command there are
two points to be noted. First, that there was some-
thing to do, second that their activities must be con-
tinuous. They were to be busy during the whole
period of their master’s absence. Doubtless they would
start out full of zeal and keen of spirit, but as they
came to realise that the time was to be longer than

THE NEW COVENANT ADVOOCATE

December 1, 1928

anticipated, some would begin to feel tired and slow
down their activities, and lose some of their zeal.
This was the test which they were to endure; there-
fore each faithful servant would remember the com-
mand ‘‘till I come,”” and thus continue to the end of
his stewardship.

But perhaps some of the servants said, ‘** Well, what
can 1 dot How can I use this money which has been
committed to me?! 1 have no ability, and no vppor-
tunity for trading even if I had the ability.”” If a
servant continued in that state of mind. such an one
would very quickly become unfaithful.

From this phase of the parable we perceive that the
gospel truth committed to us is not given to us to
keep as a seltish possession, like the servant who tied
up the pound in the napkin and laid it away in a
safe place. 1t is given to us 1o use, to increase by
scattering. The more widely the truth is spread the
more it is increased in quantity by reason of the
greater number of ndividuals who receive it and in
turn spread it tarther,

As followers of Christ the faithful servants also
endeavour to encourage one another to persevere.
Many are the exhortations in the Scriptures which
should cheer us up; such as Galatians 6: 9—"Let us
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not.”” Also Matthew 24: 13— "He
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved’"; whilst there 18 a speeial promise in Revela-
tion 2: 10—"Be thou faithtul unto death, and 1 will
give thee a crown of life.”” These and many others
should eneourage us to do with our might what our
hands find to do.

The Citizens Who Hated Him

The second lesson of the parable can be obtained
from verse 14. The eitizens of the nobleman would
represent these Jews who had rejeeted our Lord and
His teachings. These hard-hearted people despised
Him and sought to put Him to death. Their attitude
was further made manifest at our Lord’s trial, when
they ecried out, **Away with him.”” **We have no
king but Casar.”” (John 19: 15.) Their pride and
hypoerisy were revealed in their actions. and many
times had the Lord severely rebuked them. Those who
would be true servants of the Lord must be of dif-
ferent mind.

The nobleman of the parable had honored his ser-
vants by committing to them the money of which
they were to be stewards. He was under no obliga-
tion to the servants to give them their positions of
trust. And may we not ask, are our eircumstances
any different? Surely we should look upon our stew-
ardship as a privilege, not as a burden; as an honor,
and not merely a task to be accomplished. While the
nobleman was away, it was the servants’ duty to pre-
serve his place and authority, and here also is a lesson
for our day. There are many who have rejected the
commands and the teachings of Christ, affirming that
they are of no more value than the words of any other
man; and, more than this, these people attempt to
gainsay the authority of the Lord Jesus by denying
that He was, and is, truly the Son of God. Therefore
wust we strive and contend for the truth concerning
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our exalted Lord's position, and for the Facet that He
has all authority in heaven and on carth, being al
the right hand ol the Father, until 1lis enemies are
e His footstool—Matthew 280 18: Hebrows 1
14, 1.

A Mean Disposition

A further valuable lesson ean be gained from the
attitude of the unfaithful servant mentioned in vss.
20, 21. His true state of heart is revealed in his
mdolent attitude towards the trust placed upon him;
whilst this 1s further shown in the answer of the
nobleman.  What right had the unfaithful servant
to speak as he did?  What evidence was there to show
that his master was a harsh man? Ilad he not rather
proved himself to be impartial and just i his deal-
ings with his servants? Each had reecetved the same
amount, therefore each had the same opportunity,

The nobleman’s answer shows that this unprofit.
able servant was not right at heart. (Vss, 220 23,
The servant’s answer showed the weakness of his
defence when accused of slothfulness, for his ex-
cuse was a paltry one. Had his master really been
a man of rigid, severe character. even this should
not have prevented the servant from serving him
faithfuily, [t was evident that he lacked this quality,
so his condemnation was just.

This phase of the parable was a severe rebuke
to those in our Lord’s dav who had showed themselves
to be like the unfaithful servant. Tlow great was their
@n i aseribing to Jesns g harsh, unjust charaeter.
Did not every aection of the bhlessed Saviour reveal
the purity of Iis nature, His gentle forgiving spirit,
and the depth of His tender love! Onlv a heart
dopraved with sin could aseribe 1o 1he Son of God
Vhe eluractor mentioned 1 the parable.

Because the servant had failed 1o make nse of his
pound, laying it up i a napkin and meanwhile nurs.
ing evil thonghts abont his masier, he was rejeeted
and goprived of his stewardship. May we realize the
dang-r in failing to make use of opportunities for
servivce, and let us ask ourselves the gquestion—"Am
I using my pound for the Lord’s glory 7 or am 1 hold-
ing on 1o 177 For one 1o be of the same mind as
the unfaithinl  servant wonld cause the amdbividual
concerned to forget that our stewardship and salva-
tion are not given us because of any merit of our own,
but by divine favor, even as our Lord said to Ths dis-
ciples (John 15: 16)—“Ye have not chosen me, but
1 have chosen you, and ordained vou, that yve should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your frun should
remain.’’

Neither does anvthing we give to the Lord ¢onfer a
favor upon Him, for we are only carrving out an
obligation. seeing that we are not our own. having
heen houeht with a price—1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20;
7:21-23. The words of the hymn should portray our
attitude toward the trust placed upon us—

“Thom wav st "l"ll‘\' Wie for me,

Thy precious blood was shed—
That | might ransomed be,

And guickened from the dead.
Thou gan'st Thy life for me,
What can T give for Thee?!”

Every servant of the Lord should be a faithful
wauteher, and (unlike the napkin man) **uot slothful in
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business,” but “*fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”
( Rowans 12: 11.) The word ' fervent’ means zealous,
carnest, very hot: and that is how we should be. We
believe the message to the Laodicean chureh is directly
applicable to our day—"1 know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot; T would thon wert ¢old or
hot.””  (Revelation 3: 15.) May these warning words
from the lips of the Redeemer himself cause us tu
bestir ourselves and endeavour in His strength to ful-
fil our oblizatious.

The Reward of the Faithful

This brings us to the last lesson of the parable -
the reward of the faithful.

The punishment meted out by the nobleman to the
citizens who had hated him, and to the unfaithiul
servant, is stated Inoverses 2427, What a contrast s
the reward of the faithful. (Vss. 16-19.) The noble
man showed himself to be a generous man, proving
the falsity of the unfaithful servant's excuse, and
it will be the same when our Lord returns tu wake
up His account. His servants will either be glad or
ashamed before Him.

To which class will we belong?

Our position as believers is defined in Romans 12:
1, wherein it is written that to present our bodies as
living sacrifices unto the Lord is hut a reasonable ser-
vice, and we remember the words of Jesus to the
Pharisces who had tempted Hun—"'Render therefor:
untn (wsar the things which are Cesar’s, and unto
God the things that are God's.”" (Matthew 22: 21,
Therefore we may well inguive with the Psalmi-t -
“*What shall 1 render unto the Lord for all his bene
fits toward me?" We have been greatly blessed. the
mercles of (fod are most manifest, so that 1t remains
for His e¢hildren to do their part —Psalm 116 12,

But perhaps someone will say: "1 eannot do much
I lack the ability, and have but little opportunity.’
Yes! but it is not natural ability that is required,
but spivitual-—love for the Lord, zeal for IHis cause,
and faith in the promises. And it i1s just here that
the worids of the Lord through the apostle Paul are
necessaly, tor in his second letter to the Corinthians
be writes—* And who is sufficient tor these things?”
The apostle knew quite well that all are alike 1n that,
though the spirit may he willing, the flesh is weak
Yet his testimony was that he could do all thing:
through Christ who strengthened him.—2 Corinthian-
2: 14-16: Philippians 4: 11-13.

May this testimony of the faithful apostle help us
to rely more and more on the same great Source of
strength. in order that we may he enabled to fulfil
the several tasks of our stewardships. These may not
he anything ealling forth the acclamations of men.
The greatest commission given to the disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ is that of making known the gospe!
to all nations. The apostles chosen for this work went
wherever the Spirit of God led them. 1In our day
the message is the same gospel and the field of ser-
vice is the world; so it remains for us to make the
most of our opportuniites to proclaim the glad tid-
ings of peace and salvation, represented by the
“pound.” He that is faithful in the least things ap-
pointed for the present will develop a character en
abling him te be faithful also in much. The same
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Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him; and if this
be so now, what will it be when we stand im His
presence, having been faithful to our trust? This
parable of peaceful traders is indeed one of encour-
agement to all who love the Lord and who desire to
serve Him. Therefore may we do as Paul exhorted
Timothy—Diligently make use of and guard that
which has been committed to our trust, and so endea-

&

*

vour to preserve the truth and increase the returns
from our service for the Lord.—Romans 10: 12; 1
Timothy 6: 20; Luke 17: 9, 10.
“(io lubour on, spend and be apent;
Thy joy to do the Master’s will;

This is the way the Master went:
Should not the servant tread it still?”

—E.E.B.
+*

The Watching Virgins

HE SECOND PRESENCE of our Lord Jesus
Christ 1s the earnest expectation of all believ-
ers, and should oecupy a foremost place in our

minds all the davs of our lives.

When a Christian follows the exhortation of Paul
to the Corinthians and ceases to be contormed to this
world, realising his citizenship is in heaven and that
he is hut a sojourner here, he looks forward with jay
and expectation to the presence of Christ, when, if
found taithful and an overcomer, he will be received
into the beavenly inheritance, the eternal reward.

In John H: 2, 3 we read—"In my father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
[ o and prepare a place for you, 1 will ¢onle again,
and receive vou unto myself; that where 1 am, there
veonay tealse.” Therefore the culmination of all the
hopes and asprrations of a Christian depend entirely
on the return of the Lord Jesus from heaven.

In the parable of which our Conference Text forms
a part, a siwilitude 19 drawn between the servants of
ahousehold awaiting the return of their master, and the
true disciples awaiting the return of Jesus, and it had
a special application to the Jews at that time to whom
it was spoken whe should have been waiting for the first
advent of the Messiah; but most of them had gone to
sleep, and permitted the lights to go out; and were
anything but in readiness to open to Him in wel-
come. They were to have their loins girded and lamps
burning in anticipation of the Master’s return at any
hour of the night.

The word girded is of special significance, being an
allusion to the ancient custom of gathering the long
flowing garmeuts into the girdle and tightening it
preparatory to any exertion or action. So we may
gather from this that the servants were to be strong
and more strenuons: to be prepared and equipped
for their task. They were to keep their lamps burn-
ing also, and tarry till He come ; they could not hasten
His advent by one moment, the time rests with Him,
not them. They must be in their places when He
arrives, whether at evening, midnight, or morning.

The Gospel age has been in many respects a dark
night, more especially during the 1260 years of Papal
domination, when the light of Seripture truth was
a mere glimmer. And since the expiration of that
awful period there has been such a mass of supersti-
tion and man-made tradition that the pure light of
truth has been obscured from the minds of men gen-
erally. Nevertheless, within the house or assembly

of God’s people there has been light, and God has not
been without a witness all through the centuries.

The servants in question were told to wait until
they heard the Master knock, and be ready to open
to him immediately. Blessed are they who when
they hear the good news of the Gospel grasp it with
outstretehed arms, and allow it to penetrate their
hearts, finding an abiding place, and bringing torth
fruit, some an hundred, some sixty, some thirty fold.
—Matthew 13: 23.

The parable of the ten virging (Matthew 25;: 1-13)
sets forth another feature of the watehing, another
deseription of the required spirit and attitude of the
watchers, Let us read it. |To save space we omit
the quotation, but urge all to read the parable in their
awn Bibles.]

In the parable a figure is wade of the Jewish mar-
riage ceremony in ancient times, and a knowledge of
the proceedings on such an occasion is necessary in
order to appreciate the lesson contained therein. The
aneient cerewmony consisted of two parts, the betrothal
and the marriage proper. The betrothal was eon-
tracted under the supervision of relatives, and during
the interim the pair saw little of each other, although
the betrothal was looked upon as binding as the actual
marriage,

The time arriving for the bridegroom to convey the
bride from her family to his or his father’s house, a
procession was formed, consisting generally of his
companions, and headed by a company of musicians.
This called at the house of the bride, from whence
she was taken to her future home, being accompanied
by her relations and friends. The procession nearly
always commenced in the evening, and perhaps
reached the destination at a late hour. In the mean-
time the virgin friends of the bridegroom waited near
the bridegroom's house, ready, when the music of
the approaching procession was heard, to go out and
meet them with lamps and torches, and to go in with
joy to the wedding feast. These virgins were speci-
ally invited guests, and when they and the happy
throng accompanying the bridegroom and bride had
entered the house, the door was shut and no others
were admitted.

Having this picture in mind, we can more readily
place ourselves in the position necessary to under-
stand the application of the parable. It is thought
by some that the ‘*bride’’ of the parable cught to be
considered as the chureh, as this is frequently the case
in Seripture. It is not so in this instanee. The vital
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point of the parable is the preparedness ol the virging
wailing outside, and these ten virgins represent the
church of believers, all of whom ure looking for the
Lord to come. It is limited to profussed believers
in the Lord and in 1lis return to reward s saints,
and does not reter 1o mankind generallyv, who are deal
with Iy another parable quite separately,

The ten virging going forth to meet the bride-
groom are representative of the church of believers
forsaking all to follow Christ, having realised they
are not their own, being bought with a price. The
term ‘'virgin' denotes the standard of purity, of
spivitual cleanliness required in the true chureh of
believers,  The ten virgins took their lamps, that is,
the Seriptures by which they had thus far been en-
lightened.  The Ioly Scriptures are nentioned in
many places as being like a lamp, as 1t 15 written,
“Thy word 1s a Jamp unto iy feet, and a light unto
wy path,”  (<alm 119: 1050 Al] the virgins com-
meneed right, v th the Seriptures as their gaide, but
not all were prepared for the lone wait.  The five
foolish ones had their lamps lit, but had made no pro-
vision for replenishing them with oil. The uther five
were shown to be wise, because they took oil in their
vessels with their lamps.

The oil represents the Iloly Spirit which illum-
inated the Seriptures (the luwupsi, for they were
wiitten by holy wen writing under inspiration of
the Spirit. The Holy sSpivit s given 1o every heliever
when he becomes a believer in WJesas, and (o know
the truth fully it is essential that the Holy Spiri
be present, as 1t 1s written, " Howheit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, Lie will gnide yon inte all
truth, "' —John 16: 13; Ephoesians 1: 13,

But the Spirit in the Seriptures and as a guide into
truth is not all that is required. It must be a vital
forcee in the mmd and heart, a conseerating, erergiz
inr power.  (Romans 8: 9140 The lamps of the
foulish virgins were to bezin with, and 10 all appear-
ance, satisfactory, but they had no reserve supply,
while the wise virging had within them that whieh
would enable them to endure to the end.

The vessel of oil is pot enough without the burn-
ing lamp. nor is the lamp suticient when merely
lighted without any supply or oil. Tt is the com-
hination of Seripture truth and the Holy Spirit in the
helievers themselves, that proved adequate to the test
of waiting for the bridegroom.

As the bridal procession rook place at night, the
virging were provided with these lamps. They would
be small torches fed frum a container which had to
be replenished from time to time; and in any case the
supply of oil in the lamp was so small that the slightest
foresight would have suggested carrying a reserve sup-
ply. But no, the foolish ones took their chanee; they
were slothful and careless.

What a contrast to the wise ones, who had in their
vessels—that is. in their hearts—the reserve of oil, so
that they would he guite prepared for any length of
waiting until the Bridegroom should appear. In Rom-
ans 10: 8-10 we read—

<'But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach ;

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mooth the Lord Jesns,

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved
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“For with the hieart man believeth unto rightcousness; and
with the mouth confession is made upto salvation”

Therefore faith and conseeration and the posses
sion of the Spirit are matters which vitally concern
the heart, and those were the lines on which the wise
ones were developed.

In the paralble it is said: ““they all slumbered and
slept.”” (Vs 5.0 This does not mean that all the vir-
gins, both wise and foolish, developed an apathetic
attitude, but the parable presents by this means a pic-
ture of the long delay, *‘the bridegroom tarried.””
The virgins were to wait quietly and patiently until
the procession arrived, which might be the space
of hours, but ever ready at the first sound to grasp
their lamps and trim thenn The slumbering and sleep-
ing of all the virgins, wise and fuoolish, portrays the
weariness that aceompanies long watehing, and be-
sides illustratinge that the Lord’s absence woul be
longer than the early chureh expected. shows also
that the subjeet of the Lord’s second eomine would
be for a time in abeyance among His people.

But finallv there is a cery made, **Behold the
hridegroow ! and the virging awake, and  hegin 1o
trim their lamps.  The trimming would he the ob-
taining of elearer licht on the coming of the bride-
eroout, a further opening of the Seriptures concern-
e the paraugia of Christ, showing the events coming
to pass. and the prophecies being fulfilled, as the per-
feet dav draws nearer. . We have to note that the
lamps were already burning but had erown dim, so
that trimming was the first neeessity, and this the
comseerated  believers do o daily when they seek o
riebthy divide the womd of trmh—2 Thaoths 20 15,

While the trimming was in progress the fonlish said
unto the wise, “*Give us of your oil; for our lamps are
gone out.”’ or (acceording to the marginal reading)
“going out.”” That s to say, they had practieally
no licht from the Seriptures, as there was an absence
of the Holy Spirit, and they were about to bhecomre
dark unto them, because without the right spirit and
the light of the Word of God we are in gross dark
ness.

The fart of the wise refusing to give them of their
oil might appear to be hard and un-Christian like
on the surface, hut when reasoned nut it is not so.
The oil being the Holy Spirit in the heart and mind,
a spirit of conseeration and zeal, it was impossible
for the wise 10 give them of it. That was something
they must procure for themselves. The foolish ones
took advantage of the prepared ones, and thonght
they would be all right with them. This gave them
a feeling of security as it were, but that was their
neglect, They should have proved themselves and re-
tained the Holy Spirit they had at first.

Hence the wise virgins could do nothing but tell
them to go and buy. Only the Lord can give the Holy
Spirit, and He gives it only to those who give them-
selves whaoleheartedly to Him.  The price we may
¢av i eomplete eonseeration, and the foolish had
failed to present themselves in this way. Let us read
what Paul savs in Romans 12: 1—

1 leseech wou therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that wve present vour bodies a living saerifice, holy, aceept-
able unto God. which is your reasonable service.”

We are indeed sorry for those foolish virgins who
had forgotten their consecration, or perhaps had never
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fully consecrated, and were obviously not the friends
of the Bridegroom, and who thereby missed their
opportunity for rejoicing. When they returned from
trying to buy elsewhere the Lord told them, ‘‘I know
you not’’; that is, He did not know them as His
people; they were strangers to Him, The door being
shut denoted the end of the opportunity to receive the
Lord and to be received by Him,

The qualities desirable for the virgins to have, to
fit them for their work as watchers, are patience, quiet
endurance, and the power of waiting without becoming
restless, or their interest waning.  Outwardly guoiet-
ness, gentleness; inwardly keen, watehful interest
and alertness. No matter what our disposition or
mode of life or livelihood, we must remain watchful,
'* As God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord
hath ecalled everyvone, so let him walk."—1 (‘orinthians
7:17.

We must wateh with unwearied patience, love, and
unceasing prayer. We need to wateh the tendencies
that manifest themselves from time to time in us,
to give serious thought and study to the revelations
uf our real selves that sudden and perhaps unexpected
trials and troubles bring to us, that we may not in the
last moment of life for the first time realise that we
are altogether different from what we believed.

If we ask for the Holy Spirit, as we have heen
invited to do, and yet do none of those things that are
the fruoits of the Spirit, and do not let our iight shine
befure and upon the people around us in all our eir-

*
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cumstances, we will surely find our lamps burn low,
and we will begin to stagnate and assume a deep
lethargic attitude. As soon as the mind ceases to de-
velop the Christian character, the lamp ceases to burn,

Whatever compulsory occupation, or whatever
necessary saturation of our imperfeet minds with
thoughts of this world’s affairs or business turns our
direct attention from the all important approach of
our Lord, there should be a settled and permanent per-
suasion that it is His will that must be done, and His
voice hearkened unto, a predisposition to attend to
Him, that what we are here for is not to slumber or
wonder what we might as well or better do, as though
we had no hope of the Lord’s coming.

Let us then meet the Lord’s intention in this won-
derful parable, and allow the lesson contained therein
to be indelibly printed on our hearts and in our
minds, and make sure for our part we are prepared
for the presence of the Son of Man, Let us make sure
the lirtle flame once kindled is not burning low, and
that we have a plentiful reserve of oil. and that our
affections are set on things above, and not on earthly
things. ‘‘For ve are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”
—Colossians 3: 3, 4.

Let us be sure we are living and conducting our
lives 1 constant communication with the Source of
all life, and that the Spirit of Christ dwells in us
richly and abundantly. —ILILF.

+* i

Increase our Faith

O BE ONE of God's true servanis we need to
have faith; to know God's way is right, and
His plans are hest, realizine they are given

to us for the obedience of faith.

At first the Christian’s faith is not very strong, but
by endeavouring to follow our Lord’s perfect example
our faith and confidenee in God grow.

As to how our faith is increased, this we learn from
the Lord’s words to the twelve apostles; they were
continually in His company, hence received much
instruction and many commands,

The command we particularly desire to look at just
now is found in Luke 17: 3, 4—

“Tuke heed to vourselves: 1i thy brother trespass against
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he
treapass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times
in & day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt for.
give him."”

Thig truly was new teaching the diseiples were re-
ceiving, probably something they had not thought of
hefore, How difficult it seemed! Some brother might
say or do something very distasteful to them, and
here was a command to bring to their brother’s notice
the wrong action; then, if he was sorry and repent-
ant, they should willingly forgive that injury.

We all can well understand the diseiples’ words on

hearing these instruetions: ** Lord, Inerease our faith.
The disciples knew how the natural man resents in-
jury, and that of themselves they were unable to for-
give and forget their brother's wrong action. Quickly
they turned to the Lord for help.

In reply, the Lord said: *"If ye had faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this syca-
more tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be
thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.'
What He wished to convey was, though their faith
was very small, even as a grain of mustard seed: if
they acted on that much belief, any evil feelings could
be uprooted out of their hearts. So that even if the
brother sinned against them seven times a day, and
each time regretted his fault, they were not to hear
any malice, but on each occasion were to forgive him.
They should remember too, that God had forgiven
them far more than thev would ever have to forgive
others.

The parable of the unprofitable servants goes on to
explain their position:

“But which of you, having a servamnt plowing or feeding
cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from
the field, Go and sit down to meat?! And will not rather

say unto him, Make ready wherewith | may sup, and gird thy
self, and serve me till T have euten and drunken; and after
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ward thou shalt eat and drink? Doth he thank that servant
because he did the things that were commanded him? 1 trow
not.  So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things
which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants:
we have done that which was our duty to do.”—Luke 17: 7-10.

The Lord used simple illustrations to explain the
lessons He intended for them. The apostles could
well understand that the servant had no option but
to do whatever his master wished should be done.

As long as the servant is ip his master's service,
whether it be eight, ten, or twelve hours a day, his
whale duty is to do as his master wishes; all his mind
and strength are brought into operation to further
the master’s interests: whether 1t be out in the fields,
or in the domestic arrangements, The distinetion be-
tween master and servant is well recognised : the mas-
ter eommands ; the servant obeys,

In verse 10, the Lord reminds the disciples of His
position as their Master, and their duty as servants.
It was not their place 1o ask favors, their position
was to do as He required; not stopping to ask the
reason for it, or perhaps thinking: It is too hard, and
I will not be able to do it.

The main thing to realise was that their Lord gave
4 command to forgive their brethren, and as a com-
mand from Him it should be strictly carried out.

Obedience Strengthens Faith

The lessou applies just as wueh in our time. We al)
acknowledge Jesus as our Lord and Master., As ser-
vants, He has given us many commaundments. We
must believe that Jesus was bhorn of God; and thar He
gave Himself a ransom for all. We are to be watehing
servants, speaking out the words entrusted to us; we
must tight the good fight of faith, and be ready to
forgive an injury when forgivenses is sought, even
till seventy times seven.

Day by day, while trying to carry out the instruc-
tions given, we find through our failures the inability
1o do right in our own strength., even though we
desire above all things to serve God faithfully. While
regretting our weakness and wrong-doing, we as
watching servants have no need to be in despair. Qur
Master is strong, so we tell Him of our failures and
short-comings, and ask for help, for guidance, and
to be strengthened by His Holy Spirit that we may
serve Him the more faithfully,

One way the Lord answers praver is by giving His
people such experiences as will increase their faith
in Him. The servant in the parable worked all day
toiling hard for the master; and by nighttall may have
thought he had done enongh; e was tired. and wanted
to rest, But the master still had more work ; he must
walt on him and see he had all he required ; nor should
he expeet any thanks for that service rendered: it
was his duty, so he did it.

Our Master hias work for us. All pur lives are to
be spent serving Him, not ceasing beeause of so much
opposition, and so little results from our labors. The
Lord has told us to be witnesses for Him, to give out
the truth, and we must keep on doing that very thing.
The Lord who gave the commandments will give all
the help neeessary to carry them out.

Walking along the Chiristian pathway we find, by
facing each trial with strength from the Lord, we are
able to overcome all the dificuliies as they come in
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front of us, Thus our faith in God is strengthened.
Kunowing e has helped us in the past, we have every
assurapee He can and will do the same in the future,
no matter how hard the trials seem. 1 John 5: 4
reads—‘For whatsoever 18 born of God overcometh
the world: and this is the vietory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.”" In order to have God's
approval, we must be overcomers, and vuly by put-
ting our full faith aud contidence in Him can we en-
dure to the end.

First of all, the truth is presented to us. We con-
sider it, comparing it with the Seriptures, and finding
it harmonises with the Word of God, are convineed by
it. The next step is to be obedient to the truth whiceh
we have received and believed.  We repent of our
former evil ways, and desire from now on to serve
God.

The more one learns of God and His ways, the
more one learns that God iy faithtul, His words are
invariably carried out. This gives us the confidence
that what God has promised tor the future will cer-
1ainly be fulfilled.

Many of our trials come through obeying God’s
commands, and the taet that we do have these trials
strengthens us, for we know that “*Whom the Lord
loveth he ehasteneth, and scourgeth every son whow he
receiveth. 11 ye endure chastening, God dealetl with
vou as with sons.”” “*If ehildren, then heirs; heirs of
Giod, and joint heirs with Christ if so be that we
suffer with him."—Hebrews 12: 6, 7; Romans 8: 17,

Seeing  that our faith is iuereased by trials and
tribulations, it will be to our advantage to submit at
ouee to our Lord’s eounnands, The sovner we become
obedient to God’s will. the quicker our faith grows.
When a person perceives a truth he has not previ-
ously known, it beeomes his duty o obey that truth.

Take Paul as an example. When on the way to
Damascus to take the helievers prisoners, he was stop-
ped by the light and the volee from heaven. On rea-
lizing it to he the Lord speaking, he at once said,
“Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’’ The Lord
commanded him to go to the eity, and there learn
what to do. Straight away Paul went.

As ohedient servants, we must adopt the same atti-
tude as Paul, who sulmitied instantly to God's will :
then our characters will be developed along the lines
God desires in all TIis children. God's ecommands are
not grievous or hard to bear, but are really beneficial,
They are the essence of Divine wisdom, and will cause
us to be changed more and more into the likeness of
our Lord, who, though He was rich, yvet tfor our sakes
became poor.

The Lord left us a wonderful example of perfeet
obedience and submission to God’s will, and we as
His servants must strive to copy Him, and so serve
Him faithfully—keeping always in mind the fact that
we are highly privileged to be used by the Master
in the service of His truth; for without any doubt we
are in the service of the best Master it is possible to
have.

May we all serve Him faithfully, and so hear that
““Well done, thou good and faithful servant: enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord."”—Matthew 25: 21.

—ALW.

{Counference  Addresses 1o e Continued )
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For the Children

A Wild Man Meets the Best Friend He ever Knew

As 1 write this month to my little relatives T am
wondering if any were successful in finding what
was the ‘‘something else’’ that drove the disciples
to wake Jesus as He slept through the terrible storm
that night on the Sea of Galilee.

The ‘‘something else’’ besides the wind, the
waves, and the sinking ship was fear. Did not
Jesus say to them, **Why are ye fearful?’ By

those words He meant that instead of having fear
they should have had a lot of faith. Do you ask
what 1y the difference between fear and faith ! Fear
is what makes people afraid or frightened that
something terrible is going to bhappen. But Faith
always says, no matter what happens we need
not be frightened beeause we have Jesus with us.
Think of the wonderful things He can do; and His
kindness, oh it is so great. And then we know
too that He loves us: so we are as safe as anything.
That is the way Faith talks.

If the disciples had let Faith talk instead of Fear
they could have gone on sailing the ship, taking
Him to the other side as He had asked them to: they
would not have beeu drowned. And if Jesus should
askk s 1o do anything for Him some day, we may
o on with doing it, and need not get thinking of
what might bappen. which may not happen at all.
Just the very opposite to what we may fear often
happens, as the diseiples found cut on the sea that
night. Instead of getting wrecked on a wild sea
there was a great calm.

But when in the morning they all reached the
land on the other side after the wild sea had been
ealmed it was strange that they should then meet
with a wild man. Poor man! he lived in the rocky
places where people were buried, and he was so
fieree that no one dared go near him.

It was the wicked angels which are ecalled de-
mons that did all this to him; that made him so
wild and nearly drove him quite mad. But Jesus
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always had pity for anyone like that, and as He 1
always kind and loves all men, He at once made
all the wicked demons go out of the man. And
although they did not want to go, they simply had
to when Jesus ordered them. And then, all at once,
the wild man became calm and guiet and sat down
at Jesus’ feet!

Was not that much like the wild sea and the
great calm of the night before? Jesus can calm
wild seas by a word: He can also calm wild men by
a word. “‘Peace be still”” makes the sea quiet: or-
dering the demons to come out makes men guiect,

When rthe people of the city nearby were told
what had happened they came to Jesus and there
saw the wild man with Him quiet and calm, though
they still seemed to be afraid of him. But the
poor man himself was so thankful for what Jesus
had done for him that he asked Jesus to allow him
to follow Him abour. " But Jesus sent him away.
saving, Return to thine own house, and shew how
great things God hath done unto thee''; and this
the man did.

The people who lived in that little city were a
strange kind of people for they did not want
Jesus to visit or to stay with them. DBut with that
kinduess which He showed always to all people, I
left with them the man whom he had healed so that
they all heard about Him after He had gone, and
could all see how He eould drive out the demons
and make a wild man calm and sensible. And just
as when the angry men of Nazareth drove Him out
of their eity e did not visit them again, so with
the little eity on the other side of the sea: He never
went there again.

How foolish those people are who will not make
friends with Jesus, “‘the Best Friend of all,”’ and
s lose llis friendship, His kindness. and His love
Even the wild man, supposed to be mad, knew bet-
ter than they did!

—I'NcLE Frank.

¥

An Encouraging Word

Dear Brother Henninges: I very much appreeia-
ted your letter, and am glad if my interest in your
ministry of Bible Truths has brought any encourage-

,ment.  Be assured, dear brother, that 1 heartily
reciprocate your good wishes for my spiritual wel-
fare and feel it a privilege to help forward the
cause in this country.

[ eame to a knowledge of the glorious plan of
God in 1913, and although the eclass numbering
about 50 felt it very keenly having to separate from
the LLB.S.A. class on account of antiseriptural tests
and teaching, yet we have found the Word more
precious when studied free from bondage with the

light of God's Hely Spirit which our Lord pro-
mised would lead into Truth.

As vou may be aware, many classes such as ours
have come away from the Society; but I gather
few are disposed to drop theories which they have
grown to believe are founded on Scripture. Our
class here considered the subjects of the Sin Offer-
ing and Covenants some five years ago, and con-
cluded our previous views were not in harmony with
the New Testament. 1 hear there js a revival of
discussion on those topies now going on in this
country, though any view not the same as the late
Pastor Bussell’s proelamations is regarded ay ' pecu:

:‘
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liar'" by the majority. So many let others do most
of their thinking! However, they will see one day.
The last ** Advoeate™ to hand with reports of the
Easter Caonference  addresses is a grawd  feast of
spiritual  upbuilding, ecausing one 1o praise our
Father whose Wisdom and P’ower have been graei-
nusly revealed to us whilst still hidden from many.
I rejoiee ta see the good progress made in the
Library Supply Fund. I teel more might be done
here to spread a knowledge of your faithful minis-
try among those already enlightened to a certain
extent, and 1 am wishful of eo-operating in any
way | ean. Several in the class here mueh enjoy
the “*Advoeeate,” and I am now awaiting your con-
signment of the tracts “Gospel” and ' Blessing of
the Nations,”’ so as 1o put out a few hundred in
this eity. But a few thousand would not cover one

%
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quarter of . Distribution of tracts has been car-
ried on so frequently here that we very seldom have
any visible result; however, we know people read
them, so can only hope the secd sown will ““hear
fruit* later. There is a great indifference, we find,
as to Bible teaching, which, however, is corrobora-
tive of propheey, is it not?

Is there any hope of your publishing a series of
articles on **Revelation™?  There are many portions
of that Book semewlat eloudy for our understand-
ing.  The general tenor is fairly clear to most of
us I think, It would be very helpful if the ** Ad-
voeate ' conld contain some articles on Revelation

I elose with fervent love in the Lord our Head,
prayving Ilis rich hlessing on you and those eo-
labomrers with von, Your hrother by Grace,

Enqgland.

¥

Interesting Questions

The Common Salvation

(Qiestion —Dude 1: 3 savs, 7 Beloved, when 1 gave
all diligence to write unto you of the common sal-
vation, 1t was neediul for me to write unto vou,
and exhort yon that ye should earnestly contend for
the faith which was vnee |[literally “onee for all'’|
delivered unto the saints.” What salvation is here
referred to as being “eommon ™)

Answer—"The word ““common™" as used hy Jude
has not the significance of ordinary or eoarse or
inferior, but “common™" in the sense of being par-
ticipated in by a mwmber of persous.  An open field
or paddock s called a “*Common,”” because any-
body and everyhody may walk in 1t: and often the
communify  cattle are  permitted to  graze in it
CUCommen knawledge ™ is g very usual expression
i everyday hfe—-not low or coarse knowledge, but
knowledee all the town shares in,

When Christ came  with  the message of  the
new wiy of Hfe throngh faith in s blood, He said
tn the woman at the well that salvation was of the
Jews,  But when He eave IHis life a ransom for
all, the good mews went forth that the Gentiles
wonld be received by God on the same footing as
the Jews——not by getting under the bondage of
the Law as the Jews had been, but by aceepiance
of Christ, the same ground on which the Jews were
delivered from the hondage of the Law and given
salvation., Panl savs 10e gospel is ““the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeih: to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.™ To all such
believers salvation is *'the common salvation,’ the
salvation common to all, hoth Jew and Gentile—
John 40 20-24; Romans 1: 16,

The same truth coneorning the common salvation
is taught in Ephesians 2: 11.22, Formerly Jews and
Gentiles were divided, with a “"middle wall of par-
tition’" hetween them The Jews had God, the
covenants of promise, the Law, e¢re. while the Gen-
tiles were “‘strancers from the ecovenants of pro-

mise, having no lope, sl withont God oin the
world, ™ But when that ““middle wall of parttion™
was brolken down, the Gentiles were “Hmade nich
by the Dblood of Christ,” and Jews and Gentiles
were united i oone faith, one bope, and had aveess
to the Fathep by one Spivit - —Compare Ephesians 4
3.6,

According to the latter portion of verse 4, the
Seommon salvation™ too which Jude retferred was
identical with ““the faith whoel was once delivered
unto the saints."" DBy this we may understand 1hat
the faith once deliverod common 1o all the
saints, known ad understood by all, and that 1t
concerncd the salvation common to alll In other
words, the faith wod salvation taneght in the cavly
chureh were the same to all the believers amid in
every place.  There was not one gospel for some
and a different gospel for others: not one gospel
in Corinth, sayv, and a different gospel in Galatia,
Whenever anvone introduced a ditferent *tgospel™
the apostle Paul protested, and said there s but
the one true gospel, and that is the one which he
preached, in aceordancee with the Lord’s instroe-
tions,  (Galatians 1: 6-12: 3: 1: 6: 14165 1 Corin-
thians 2: 1-5:4: 1, 2:15: 14,10 The oneness of the
faith common to all true believers 1s a source of
Joy and rejoieing, and we may retain that ecommon
faith and salvation by earnestly contending for the
faith once delivered. Thus we shall avoid the pit-
falls those fall into who invent a faith or way of
salvation of their own.—2 Corinthians 1: 12.14, 18-
22,
Paul ecalled Titus “*mive own son after the com-
mon faith''—the faith common to all the believers.
(Titus 1: 4.) There was a standard of faith and
practice which all the brethren were to heold and
secl to measure up fo, as stated in Titus 10 15—
Saceording to the faith of God’s eleet, and the
acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;

Was
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in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began; but hath in due
times manifested his word through preaching, which
is committed unto me accotding to the command-
ment of (God our Saviour.’”” The commonness or
oneness of the faith, giving a standard of belief
and practice to all, is indicated in our Lord’s words
Jjust before His ascension, the common standard be-
ing whatsoever He had commanded—'‘Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you.”—Matthew 28: 20.

From the above considerations it will appear that
the suggestion of some Bible expositors that ‘‘the
common salvation' refers to a salvation on a lower
plane in the Kingdom age as contrasted with the
high calling of the present age is unseriptural. In
that view “‘common’’ is taken to mean inferior—
less fine and less (esirable: whereas. as we have
shown, “‘common,”” as nused by Jude and Paul, means

&
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known and understood by all the saints in com-
mon; a faith held by all and a salvation to which
all who hold the faith are called.

Timothy was advised to study, “‘rightly divid.
ing the word of truth.”” (2 Timothy 2: 15.) Some-
times it is necessary to divide the Word according
to ages and dispensations, sometimes in regard to
its figurative, parabolie, or typical significance, or
its historical aspeet. But when endeavouring o
follow the Apostolic injunction we must also be
careful not to divide or separate that whieh belongs
together. So when we see the apostles applving the
expressions  ‘‘eommon  salvation” and ‘‘common
faith’’ to the gospel age and that which was com-
mitted to the saints at the beginning of the gospel
age, we also should apply those terms, when we use
them, to the present age and to the salvation and
faith common to us as believers now.

%

The Sermon on the Mount

{Continued from October Issue)

Having told the vast congregation of Jews, who
were under covenant obligation to keep the law given
at Sinai, which experience showed they were unable
to do. that ““except vour righteonsness shall exceed
the righteousness of the seribes and Pharisees, yve shall
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven,” our
Lord now proceeds to cive them a standard by which
to discern righteousness of a kind which would ensure
entrance into the kingdom. The reader is asked to
read again the comment on this porfion of the Sermon
explaining what kingdom is here referred to by our
Lord, and thus get the conneetion with v. 21—

2 Yo have heard that it was said by them [margin,
to them | of old time, Thou shalt not kdl: and who-
soever shall kil shall be in danger of the judgment:

22 But I say wunto you, That whosoever is angry with
hes brother aweithont a cawse shall be in danger of the
Judgment : awd whosoerver shall say to his hrother.
Raca, shall be in danger of the Cowneil : but whosorver
shall say, Thaw fool, shall be in danger of hell
[tichenna] fire,

E]

The marginal reading (vs. 21) ““to them’ is evi-
dently more exact than **hy them,”’ because the re-
ference is to the sixth commandment of the ten writ-
ten on tables of stone (Exodus 20: 13) and given
to the [sraelites at Sinai. The command to the chil-
dren of Tsrael to slay the idolaters ( Exodus 32: 27)

and other similar commands show that the
SSixth commandment refers to murder, and not to
judicial punishment. The Jews were commanded
to stone to (death persons found guiltv  of cer-
tain  serious infractions of the law, bnt only
when their guilt had heen established by wit-
nesses, (Denteronomy 17: 2.7, 120 Legal execution

for erime is nowhere forbidden in the Secriptures. Tt
was sanetioned in the bhrief code given to Noah after
the flood—'* Whosn sheddeth man’s blood. by man
shall his blood he shed: for in the image of God made

he man.”™’ Genesis 0 6.0 Being in God's image,
man was too high in the seale of e¢reation to be tram-
pled on at will as one might destrov an insect.  And,
furthermore, having heen created in the image ol
God, who loves justice and punishes evil, «and having
heen given the mental capacity to judge of the rizht-
ness or wrongness of an action, it was right and nec =
sary, if the righteous were to continue on the earth,
to hold evil persons in check by appropriate penalties,
And the Lord God himselt here shows that His con
ception of the appropriate penalty for murder is the
death of the murderer.  The command of the law
on wiltul premeditated wmurder is found in Deufer-
onomy 19: 11-13. The ecities of refuge, provided for
aceidental slavers, were to he no sanctuary for sneh.-
Denteronomy 19: 1-10; Numbers 35: 9.21,

All this in the Law Covenant the Lord was [umi
Tar with, and how the avengers of blood were to seareh
out and pursue the zuilty. But now He proclaims a
New Covenant method of diseovering a murderer.
and a New (Covenant definition of a muarderer. The
Lord dees not destroy or in any wise do away with
the prohihition ** Thou shalt not kill.”” or as He (uoted
it to the voung man, “Thou shalt do no murder ™
(Matthew 19: 12,7 The Lord had no desire to justily
or exeuse murder. But He ealls attention to the fact
that under the Law ouly by actual slaving of another
did a man become a murderer, requiring to undergo
the judgment of the elders. priests, and judges, who
had autharity to deal with erime and disobedienc: in
Israel. (Denteranomy 19: 17: 21: 2) TTnless a man
committed a murder, he was not a transgressor of the
sixth commandment, no matter how mueh hatred he
might have in his heart,

The Jews in their day of subjection to Rome were
permitted to carry on their own system of judgzment.
which was that small matters and local affairs be de-
cided hy elders (nld and leading men of each tribe

severally). who were said to ‘‘sit in the gate'’—open
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spaces near the eity gates convenient for the purpose
pf Tiearing witnesses. Larger affairs and more serious
infractions of the law were brought before a tribunal
or court. Un this the Emphatic Diagloty says—

“Ihe Jews had a Common Court eonsisting of twenty-three
wen, which had power to gentence criminals to death, by be-
heading or strangling: this was called the Judgment, or Court
of Judges.  The Sanhedrin or High Council consisted of seventy-
twer e, being the Court of the Jews before which the highest
crimes were tried. This Court alone had power to punish
by stoning.  This was thought a more terrible death than the
former,"

Smith's Bible Dietionary contains an interesting
pnote on “Elders' and their duties in lsrael, also
under * Pupishments”™ mueh unseful information on
the various forms of punishment practised.  Under
the Romans the Jews were deprived of anthority to
execute the death sentence, That is why the seribes
and Pharisces anxious to secure the Lord’s death were
copelled 1o bring Him before the Roman governor
following Ilis eondemnation by the Tligh Priest sit-
ting i judgment with the seribes and elders,  (Mat-
thew 26: 57-65.) **When the morning was come, all
the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel
arainst Jesus to put him ta death . And when they
had bound him, they led him away, and delivered
b to Pontins Pilate the governor.”'—Matthew 27
Vol

A New Judge, a New Judgment

The very faet that our Lord begins His pronounce-
ment of New Covenant standards by using the word
“hut — Bat [ osay unto vou—shows that e is
eiving out a new law. indicating a new standard of
Juwdrment and a vew aribunal, The new Judge in
Chiet is himself, the new law is that anger and hatred
i the heart hring one in danger of, or make one
liable to, His adverse judgment. He said on an-
other oceasion—"*‘as | hear, I judge: and my judg-
ment ix just.””  And again, For judement T am
come into this world, that they which see not might
see s and that they which see might be made blind.”’
—-John 5: 22, 27, 30; 9: 39,

Now the Pharisees were vighteous outwasdly, They
were selt-pighteons. They said 1 see,” and vet set
themselves in opposition to the Lord.  They di-
plaved bhardness of heart in dealine with the bl
wanand others whom the Lord had healed, and they
hated the Lord because the people loved to hear His
wonderful words of lite, Theyv made clean the out-
side o the platter, but inwardly they were ““full of
hypoerisy and iniquity,”” “full of extortion and ex-
(Matthew 23: 25-28)  .Tudged by the New
Covenant prineiple the Lord enunciated they were
murderers already. Every oune of us, as diseiples of
tha Lord, should recognise this new standard of judg-
ment, and should cleanse onr thoughts aceordingly.
if we want our righteousness to exeeed that of the
seribes and Pharisees He condemned.

In verse 22 the words “ withont a cause” are omit-
ted from the oldest two Greek manuseripts, the Sina-
itic and the Vatican No. 1209, Their insertion hy
someone indicates that hmuan nature was mueh the
same then as it is now, for those who nurse anger
againgt another usually excuse themselves by reciting
the cause or causes they think justify their anger.

‘e
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BBut the evidence is that the Lord allowed for no such
excuse. He said simply, " whosoever is angry with his
brother.”

Anger needs 1o be defined, 1t is not rritation or
annoyance, often felt when a brother says or does
something of no particular econsequence, and which
passes away as soon as we think how we all have our
Faults and weaknesses, and we must ““bear and for
bear.” But irritation and annoyance when not checked
hut frequently indulged may develop into anger. The
Standard Dictionary defines anger as " Violent vindie-
tive passion; sudden and strong displeasure; wrath:
ire.” The Greek word used by our Lovd signifies **de
sire, a reaching forth or exeilmen of the mind,”" and
may be used of justifiable indignation. as in Mark 5
5. The Lord looked round upon the people of the syna-
gogue with anger because they objeeted 1o Tlis heal
ing a withered hand on the sahbath day. The Lord s
anger was a surge of indignation at their hardness
of heart : yet it was not of the vindictive kind, hecause
Mark goes on to say He was ““griceed for the hardness
aof their hearts™ ; it gave Him sorrow of heart to
think that any could be so cruel as to refuse the af
Hicted man rebief from his affiction when the Lord
vould heal him by a word,

Many things in the world call forth justifiabile in-
dignation, such as eruelty to children or to annnals,
robhing the poor, slandering the innocent, ete. 11
mixed with orief or sorrow for their hardness of
heart, such anger is like onr Lord s, And like Him
the saints are the nore deeply grieved when they see
those who profess to he God's people nourishing envy
and hatred g their hearts,

In Danger of the Council

Liider the New Covenant the Lord Jesus s ihe
Judge over the chureh, there heing no provision for
lower and higher courts,  But Tle takes the nsaee
among the Jews as Hlustrative of different degrees of
culpability ;. different degrees of seriousness in the
offence, T Vietoria there are courts of Perty Nes-
stons which try petty cases, and courts of (GGeneral
Sessions whieh try more serions infraetions of the
faw, and the Supreme Court which ftries capital
cases.  The status of the conrt indicates the serious
ness of the case.

Soowhen our Lord said “‘shall be in danger of the
couneil.™ the middle eourt, ITe expresses the prin-
ciple that o call & brother " Raca™ [vain fellow) s a
more serions offence than being angry, which he has
Just said is equivalent to murder,

This raises the question, How can ecalling a brother
by this offensive name be worse than murder?

The aunswer iz found by consideration of the
meident which the Lord probahbly had in mind, as re-
corded in 2 Samuel 6: 20, David, full of joy and zeak
danced before the Lord with great exuberance. He
forgot all else than gratitude and praise that the ark
of the Lord was bark again in the midst of the chil-
dren of lsrael, with all that implied of blessing and
care and providential guidanee in their affairs.
Michal, looking on, had no joy in the return of
the ark. though she was as entitled as David to deep
aratitude that God eould again manifest His presence
among them, All she saw in David's religions fervor
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was an opportunity to express contempt—Vain fellow,
what a sight you made of yourself!

The effect of such a comment, if given heed to,
would be to discourage exhibitions of love and zeal
and gratitude to God. David had to make choice
between praising God and pleasing Michal, and he
chose the former. So now among professed brethren
in Christ, Some brethren and sisters are filled with
gratitude and praise to God for all His mercies and
they delight themseives in His presence and favor,
and show their delight in Him by great zeal and ear-
nestness in His service. For some other brother (or
sister) to ridienle or make light of their fervor of
spivit is a very serious offence in the Lord’s sight.
fasmueh as interference with their devotion to God
wight be injurions to their spiritual welfare and re-
sult in the cooling of their ardor and possibly a
riving up of their efforts to win the prize of the high
ralling.  For one brother to interfere with another’s
ipivitual welfare is more serious than to take his
shysiend life. For as onr Lord said: ““whoso shall
dfend (e, cause to offend or sin] one of these little

nes which helieve in me, it were better for him that

millstone wore hanged about his neck. and that be
ere drowned in the depth of the sen.’”” (Matthew

b Uhildeen well itlustrate the humble diseiple

Christ, as indicated by the words ““these little ones

hobelieve in owe.”" These should Lave the pro-
mr of all, but all do not proteet: some injure
and ineur grave responsibility, 1t must neads
at offences come; hut woe to that man by whow!
fence cometh.”
in, the Lord compared the value of the human
‘th the new life in Christ, when He said that
wild Kkill the bods, hut after that could do no
Though the heliever iz dead, vet God will
m from the dead and zive him his rewagd.
ather hand, God con destroy hoth soul and
Fehenna., Henee those who lead the Christian
ad cause him to offend and to lose the love
which he onee had in his heart are in faet
voof bringing that apostate one under this
1o of the Seeond Death, from whieh there
rection or release.—~Luke 12: 4, 5: Matthew

eourse, in connection with exhibirions of
sratitude to God we must consider how this
daone. This heing an age of the Spirit,
nrit of power. and of love, and of a sonnd
«mind (2 Timothy 1: 71, dancing and
sieal demaonstrations are not eneourage:d
IFor we have other Seriptures exhort-

sy oand selt control while witnessing a
1. {1 Timothy 6: 11, 12:2: 2; 3: 1.7.)
raise, study of the Seriptures, and con-
lan gatherings should he done *de-

rder.”’—1 Corinthians 14: 40.
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was an opportunity to express contempt—Vain fellow,
what a sight you made of yourself!

The effeet of such a comment, if given heed to,
would be to discourage exhibitions of love and zeal
and gratitude to God. David had to make choice
hetween praising God and pleasing Michal, and he
chose the former. So now among professed brethren
in Christ. Some brethren and sisters are filled with
gratitude and praise to God for all His mereies and
they delight themselves in Ilis presence and favor,
and show their delight in Him by great zeal and ear-
nestness in His service. For some other brother (or
sister) to ridieule or make light of their fervor of
spirit is a very serious offence in the Lord’s sight,
inasmueh as interference with their devotion to God
might be injurions to their spiritual welfare and re-
sult in the eooling of their ardor and possibly a
wivigie up of thetr efforts to win the prize of the high
calling.  For one brother to interfere with another’s
spiritual welfare is more sertous than to take his
physieal life. For as our Lord said: “*whose shall
offend |Le. eause to offend or sin] one of these little
ones whieh helieve inome, it were better for him that
a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he
were drowned in the depth of the sea.”” ( Maithew
18: 6.0 Children well illnstrate the homble diseiple
of Christ, as indieated by the words *~these little ones
which beliere inome”” These <hould have the pro-
teetinn of ail, but all do not proteet: some injure
fhem and inenr grave responsibility, It must needs
he that offences come ;
the offence ecometh.”

Arain, the Lorved compared the
life with the new life in Christ,
men eould kil the hody, bhut after that could do mo
tmore. Though the heliever is dead, vet God wili
rmise him from the dead and give him his rewagd.
On the other had, God « destrov hoth soul and
Boddy in Gehenna, Henee those who lead the Christian
astray and canse him o offend and to loge the love
of Christ whieh he onee had in his heart are in faet
the means of hringing that apostate one under this
condemmation of the Seeond Death, from whieh there
Is o resurreetion or release.—Luke 12: 4, 5; Matthew
10: 28,

Then, of eourse, in connection with exhibitions of
praise and gratitude to God we must consider how this
can best be done, This being an age of the Npirit,
which is a Spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound
or reasonable mind (2 Timothy 1: 7). dancing and
sueh like physteal demanstrations are not encouraged
in Seripture. For we have other Seriptures exhort-
ing tn quietness and self control while witnessing a
vood confession. (1 Timothy 6: 11, 12 2:2; 3: 1-7.)
Worship and praise, study of the hunpiurps. and ron-
duet of Christian gatherings should be done **de-

cently and in order.”—1 Corinthians 14: 40,
T b eontinnedd
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tion of its friends until it shall become self-sustrining. Let the good
norlc continue !
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New Covenant Book List

Biblr Talks for Heart and Mind.—Thae Book af Domiart, showing
e Joving purposs of Giod toward our raes, the hlessings of the New

Covennnd, with the specinl priviloges of the Hich Calling.'” Exniains
the thees “worbds mentioned by the Apostie Moter, also what s
miesnt by the prontised Coew heavens'' and new earth.'' Bhows

what tud has heen doing, and whiy, in |;n.-t nges and dispensationa;

thoat the Winedom of Heaven s at hand, how it will ba inteadgesid,
wid what the vonditions will e angder E|l>' new vrder fuifuv\-lm. the
lime of trouble” Cloth bowd, wilt Iottering, 3/ (T35 conta
Postage extra dn Mustraline 2d.; elsewbers, d4d. (B ecents) Speial
price to Advocate’? readers, 2. (50 eentad; postage  extra o ws
above,  Paper rovers, 2/- (50 centsi,  Special price to ' Advocate”
vesders, 1,/0 (30 rentst povstare extrn us above, or B/ (F2.00) fur
noto ote address postpaid.

The PsrabLes of Our Lord.—Fvrty large Parnbles and a large

wimbher of Similitndes are ey or one Lard s own extilpnations

inedl,

Heedd nrrru:mn ton His wani wirrds of [ife come ta us witn
wind power. Cloth humrl gilt lottering, 3G (A3 rents) Postace
A4 i Austrealing 2d.; elsewhere, 4d, (8 cenrs)i. Speeeinl op
vieate' readers, 273 (65 conts): lostige oxtra as oahiove, Pape
v 278 (R0 rentsr o ospecind veee to CtAdvorste't renders, 106
(35 conts) | postoge extra as abow

Daniel the Prophet in the Tatter Daya.—An explunation of thae

vhle of Dantel's wonderful Vistons~—The Great  Image and s
Overthrow.—The Four Hoensta Prght Betwern Ram oand  Gont
! tie. Horn.""——Uleasning  the  Sanctunry —The Seventy
—Messialt's  (Glory~—The 1260, 1200, 1845, aud 2000
—Wxpnsury of the Papancy —Condemned  out of his Dwn
Voaith crent Mass of Historioal Information covaring more than
25y wenrs, and proving Daniel to he o praphet for these Laters
Diava——Sbowing which of Daniel’s Propbocies bave been fulflled
which nree noew heing fuldlled, and which are ¥ot 1o be fulfilhed

Vitharities wre cttod for istorieal Statements, and the Information
tx made econveniently available by means of an Index.  Oloth hoaned
rilt emhbnsscd, BIB [#1. h'_ postpre eslra b Austrglis, 3d.

\l...- B6d. (12 cents! aper covers, 47 ($1); postage eXtra oas
Al Myl pe r|| it * \ duneate’” readers—~Cloth bound, 4/- (11

pl e

T rDVErE, = ATH venty) . postage e Hr‘ll in each case as ahose
Thn Church and Irg Geremnqiea.—-l’un —Tha Churth and  its
Orgnnisationg, Part 2—"*The Doctrine uF Baptisms. '’ Part 3 —
The Lord's SBupper Varions difficult pascages, such as “Baptised

Clath bound, 1/8 (35 cents)
Anstralia,

for the Dead.'' are oxplinaned,

' T
vovers, 17- (23 rents). Postage extra in

1d.; elsewhars,

3d, (H centsl. Per dozen: Cloth, 12/. ($3); paper, 8/- ($2), past
paiil,

Christ's Prophecy on Olivet.—An exposition of Matthew 24 and
Related Passnges converning Cheigt’'s Second Coming. loth honnd,
1.6 (3% cents). paper covers, 1/- (25 cents). Postage extra in
Australin, 1d.; elsowhers, 2d. (4 cents).  Per dozen: oth, 12/-
($01, paper, BO 032 postpuid.

Everlasting Ponishment.—A Seriptural pxamination of the philo-

sophiy of punishment for = Kvery Hible ocenreenca of  Shoeol,
Hales, Gohenna, Lake of I . oand eelated terms, also 'The Rich
Pavenrns' fully wxplained,  Cloth bound, 1/- (25 cents);

URNOTS, Bd. 11 rentel, ]lu:ﬂ]‘llul

The New Covenant Advbcate

' Monthly

Ki ngdum Herald

Paper for the

Exposition of Bible Truths, =7 E. C. HENNINGES, Editr
Yaarly Subseription i'rice l|'1'.r!|1riing pusmgni

'n Nustralia and New Zealand . | 4

In nther Uountries .. ;81 25

By the dozen of any issue-—32/ '8 in Australamia; 8/- (75 rentu! alan-
where, Free to the interested who are not able to pay.

\ddress all NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP

Cummunications .o
YORK HOUSE, 2948 LITTLE COLLINS 8TREET,
Melhonrne Telephonse—~COentrnl 8041,
S0 Tty Twedve, The Vavk, Nottingham., FEngland.
676 Fulton 8t., Brooklyn, N.Y. U.8.A.
P.0O. Box 1762, Durhan. Houth Afries
York Honee, 204-8 thtl!

for New Cavepant Fellowship,
Park, Notvingham, Kaglond; 676 Fualton Strect,
South Afview,

1702, I,






