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As in physical things if one's eyesight is good 
he is in the happy position of being able to choose 
right paths for his feet, to avoid danger, to choose 
good things for himself; so also if one is mentally 
enlightened he chooses the right, avoids evil, and seeks 
the best things. 

We have a word in use to-day which aptly illus­
trates this condition of mental darkness. When one 
man is attempting to make another one see a bit of 
reason and cannot do so, he usually ends by coming 
to the conclusion that the other fellow is "one-eyed." 
He simply means that the other fellow will not see 
reason because his mental eye is not alight. 

That was the exact position of the Pharisees: 
they would not allow the lamp of their minds to 
burn, nor would they allow the Lord and His dis­
ciples to light it. So that the darkness of their 
minds was exceedingly dark. They are a warning 
unto us, lest we fall into such a condition. 

But we are heeding the Master's command to keep 
the lamp burning. And when the lamp of our mind 
and heart is alight, what glories in the truth we 
see, how the darkness of error is dissipated. What 
delusions and doctrines of demons and snares are re­
vealed in their true colours by the light. The dark­
ness that they are only the light can reveal. 

And so if we keep the lamps of our bodies burn­
ing, in the cheerful glow of understanding an'1 

knowledge of the Lord's will the watching for His 
return is not at all tedious. But if the lamp is dim 
and flickering, then we may become tired with the 
dullness of it all, and allow it to go out altogether, 
and fall asleep ourselves. So the brighter the lamp 
burns the more enjoyable and easier is the waiting. 

Open Immediately 

Again, we have to be "like unto men that Avait 
for their lord, when he will return from the wed­
ding: that when he eometh and knocketh, they may 
open unto him immediately. Blessed are thos- ser­
vants whom tie lord when he eometh shall find 
watching: verily T say unto you, that he shall p-ird 
himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and 
will come forth and serve them."—Vss. 36, 37. 

Obviously the Master refers to faithful, obedient 
servants, and desires that His people shall mani­
fest the same spirit. And what is the attitude of 
such servants? Why, they await the return of 
their lord, full of interest and expectancy. And even 
if his return may seem to be delayed, they still 
maintain their watch with confidence and patience. 

The point of the similitude is centred around the 
attitude of the servants, the joy of their lord when 
he finds them faithful, and the rewarding of their 
faithfulness. 

Servants who have their lord's work at heart 
do the work which he has set them to do while he 
is away, but they also await his return with interest 
for his further orders. As the apostle Paul re­
lates of the brethren at Thessalonica: that they had 
the true attitude of faithful servants in that they 
"turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven." 
(1 T'hessalonians 1 : 9, 10.) They served the living and 
true God now, in what they were told to do, and they 
were waiting for His son from heaven. 

Sometimes it is the spirit of disobedience Avhich 
prompts servants to go before their lord commands 
them. And certainly in the Christian life it is dis­
obedient not to wait for orders. The Lord will come, 
and He will knock, and our part then is to open the 
door. 

Particularly to-day by the fulfilment of prophecy, 
by the mareh of events, and by the truth of the Word, 
the Lord has been knocking at the door of Christen­
dom. The faithful waiting ones have heard, and are 
hearing, his knocking, and they are opening the 
doors of their hearts and bidding Him enter in. 

The Lord according to His promise comes in and 
feasts with them. Jesus said, "Verily I say unto 
you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to 
sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them." (V. 37.) And what a feast of good things 
the Master does spread for His waiting servants! 
Not alone the glorious truths of the WTord and the 
fellowship of His presence now, but also later the 
precious gift of an incorruptible inheritance that 
is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.—1 Peter 1: 4, 13. 

So that by reason of our watchfulness 
two feasts of good things spread for us. 
the feast, of fellowship in the truth and 
Lord and the Father and the brethren, 
second the feast of good things in the Kingdom 
prepared for us if we are faithful unto death. 

Let us carefully heed all the Master's words, and 
do them. Sometimes the hour before the dawn is 
the weariest and most dragging of all the hours to 
watch. But now the night is far spent, and day is 
at hand. Let us heed the Lord's word, "What I 
say unto you I say unto all, Watch."—Mark 13: 37. 

—E.H.G. 

* 3£ 

we have 
The first 
with the 
And the 

Like Merchants and Traders 

IN REPLY TO AN ENQUIRY by th 
"Tell us. when shall these things be 
shall be the sign of thy presence, 

end of the age?" (Matthew 24: 3) our 
his great prophecy of what should take 
His departure from amongst them. He 
to them in parables, showing their relat 
and what would be expected of them 

e disciples, would leave them. In Matthew 25: 14-30 is one of 
? and what these parables, which we shall now read. 
and of the [The reader is requested to read this parable 
Lord gave through in his own Bible.—Editor,] 
place after This parable clearly shows that our Lord's dis-
also spoke eiples would not be left idle after His death, resur-

ion to Him rection, and ascension, but that certain work would 
when He be entrusted to them, to be carried on in His ab-
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sence. The work that was committed to them was 
the preaching of the Gospel. "Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations. ' ' (Matthew 28: 19.) That the 
apostles regarded this commission as a sacred trust 
is shown by 1 Thessalonians 2: 4—"But as we were 
allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, 
oven so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hear ts ." 1 Timothy 1 : 11—"Ac­
cording to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
which was committed to my t rus t . " 

Matthew 24: 14 tells us, "And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come." During the lifetime of the apostles they 
travelled from place to place preaching the gospel, 
and they guarded very carefully the doctrine which 
they taught. Paul instructed Timothy, "Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine," and in 1 
Timothy 6: 3-5 he warns Timothy against receiv­
ing anything not in accordance with sound doctrine, 
lie says "from such withdraw thyself." In 2 Thes­
salonians 2: 15—"Therefore, brethren, stand fast, 
and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word, or our epistle." Jude exhorts 
the brethren (vs. 3)—"that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints ." 

The preaching of the gospel did not end when the 
last of the apostles and others to whom it was first 
committed had died. The gospel was to be preached 
right throughout the Gospel age. That this work 
might continue the apostles taught and instructed 
others, and exhorted them to serve as stewards. 
Paul's instructions to Timothy were (2 Timothy 2: 
2)—"And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others 
also." 

Inasmuch as the apostles taught the gospel, made 
converts, and instructed others, who in their turn 
could pass the gospel message along, always care­
ful to preserve the gospel from becoming mixed 
with heathen superstition and philosophy, did they 
not trade with the " t a l e n t s " committed to them 
and increase their Master's goods? Most certainly 
they did. 

What Abilities are Required? 
In our parable we notice that the servants did 

not receive each the same number of " t a l en t s . " 
One received five, another two, and another one. " t o 
every man according to his several ability." What 
"abi l i t ies" are required for spreading the gospel? 

We can understand that in dealing with everyday 
business we are not all equipped alike; some are 
much better traders than others. But in the Lord's 
service what "abi l i t ies" are required? Must we 
have great business ability, perhaps great educa­
tional attainments, maybe M.A., or some other Uni­
versity degree? Just what would the Lord look for 
before he entrusted His goods to any servant? What 
was the greatest ability exhibited by the apostle 
Paul? Paul, as we know, had great educational 
ability, but was that the ability which enabled him 
to endure "stripes above measure in prisons more 

frequent," thrice beaten with rods, once stoned, 
thrice suffered shipwreck, in perils of robbers, in 
weariness, in hunger and thirst?—2 Corinthians I I : 
21-33. 

What enabled Peter and John and the other apos­
tles to rejoice " tha t they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name"?—Acts 5: 41. 

Paul never forgot the mercy shown him in the 
forgiveness of his sins—"who was before a blas­
phemer, and a persecutor, and injurious."—1 Tim­
othy 1: 13. 

This was the prime mover in Paul 's life—his love 
for Christ. It is the ruling law in the life of the 
Christian. It is the first " ab i l i t y " the Lord would 
look for. Two other "abi l i t ies" closely allied to 
love would be "humi l i ty" and " z e a l . " When we 
realize how much we needed a Saviour, how much wc 
have been forgiven, and how little and insignificant 
we are (Paul considered himself "less than the 
least of all saints."—Ephesians 3 : 8.). we must rea­
lize that we ourselves are nothing. "Neither is he 
that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; 
but God that giveth the increase." (1 Corinthians 
3: 7.) As one ponders over the love bestowed upon 
him, he should soon be filled with zeal for his Mas­
ter's service. 

Other abilities are "fait.Ii" and " h o p e " ; and 
still others, "honesty," "pat ience ." and "persever­
ance." 

In our parable the servant who received five tal­
ents undoubtedly had more natural ability as a 
trader than the other two servants. So with ser­
vants in the Lord's service. Some realize more fully 
the great privilege which is theirs of taking some 
part in the Master's service, are more humble and 
more grateful for all that has been done for them. 
To whom would the Lord be likely to entrust five 
talents? To one who would attend to his Master's 
att'airs when he found time, and then perhaps in 
an indifferent manner? or to one who sought to 
know His, will and strove hard to accomplish it .' 
To which of these would the Lord give five talents, 
expecting to receive His goods increased.' Other* 
perhaps with these "abi l i t ies" less developed would 
be worthy of receiving two talents. If they were 
faithful in the discharge of their privilege, spread 
abroad the gospel as well as they were able and 
as much as they knew, these would be counted as 
good servants, and would be worthy of the Master's 
confidence. 

Then again there are servants who are never very 
diligent, do not think deeply on all that has been 
forgiven them, and do not worry overmuch about, 
the Lord's requirements and commands. Never 
theless, the Master does not dismiss them from His 
service, but commits to them one " t a l en t , " and so 
gives to that servant the opportunity to demon­
strate that he is not altogether lacking in love and 
gratitude. 

The Reckoning with the Servants 
In our parable when the master of the house re­

turned he had a reckoning with his servants; the 
one who had received five talents brought five more; 
the one who had received two, two more; to these 

fait.Ii
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the Master sa id : " W e l l done, thou good and faith­
ful s e r v a n t . " These two se rvan t s had demons t r a t ed 
thei r love to him, and thei r desire to fu r the r his 
in teres ts , and to give him the best service they were 
capable of. This service would perhaps mean thei r 
w o r k i n g longer hours , and maybe a l i t t le h a r d e r ; 
nevertheless, they were wil l ing to do it. I t also 
demonstrated their faithfulness to the work in hand, 
and that they were capable of doing greater work in 
his service. 

The one-talent man demonstrated his deficiency 
of love, h is unwil l ingness to exer t himself in the 
least, not even to walk to the bank and invest his 
talent so t ha t his master should a t least receive a 
l i t t le in teres t . 

So, r igh t th rough the age, the L o r d ' s se rvan t s have 
received thei r five talents, two talents, one talent , 
or jus t wha t the Lord knows they are capable of 
managing . They must realize their great pr ivi lege 
in being permi t ted to take some pa r t in t he Mas­
t e r ' s service and of furthering His interests. They 
must " g e t b u s y , " not dawdle along, because the 
Lord will want a reckoning with them as to how 
they have invested His " t a l e n t s . " 

The manner in which the Lo rd will deal wi th us, 
His servants , is th i s : He watches our conduct , and 
by this means determines our wor th iness or unwor-
thiness of His confidence. Our a t t i t ude t owards the 
Lord , whether we are loving or u n g r a t e f u l ; o u r 
method of d ischarging our duties, whether we have 
given our best service a n d been fai thful a n d con­
scientious. Our Master, who reads the innermost 
though t s of our hear ts , has summed us up by the 
time we reach the end of our course. We have then 
demons t ra ted our faithfulness or unfai thfulness in 
the work in hand, and whether we are worthy of 
His confidence a n d fit to be given g rea t e r work 
in His service. Those who have been fai thful will 
h e a r — " W e l l done, thou good and faithful s e r v a n t , 
thou hast been faithful over a few things , I will 
make thee ruler over many t h i n g s : enter thou into 
the joy of thy L o r d . " 

AT T H E T I M E of the first adven t of our Lord 
Je sus Christ the Jewish people were divided 
into two main classes: Those faithful J ews 

who were looking for and eagerly awa i t ing the 
coming of the i r Messiah, a n d those who by reason 
of the grossness of thei r hear ts were nei ther longing 
to see n o r wil l ing to acknowledge the adven t of t he 
promised Deliverer. Of the la t te r class the apost le 
J o h n w r i t e s — " H e came un to his own, a n d his own 
received him n o t . " — J o h n 1: 10-12. 

Such was the Male of the Jewish world when our 
Saviour commenced His ministry, and we find that 
even those who had been looking for Him had mis­
unders tood many of the prophecies concerning Him. 
This seems to be so by the context of the " P a r a b l e 

To the unfai thful se rvan t will be s a i d — " T h o u 
wicked and slothful s e r v a n t " — n o t only " s l o t h f u l . " 
•but " w i c k e d . " And his talent will be taken from 
him. W h a t e v e r he knew of the gospel he will lose. 
Being an unprofitable servant, he will be dismissed 
from the M a s t e r ' s service, and will be cast into 
" o u t e r da rkness : there shall be weeping and gnash­
ing of t e e t h . " He will lose all pea<'e and joy, which 
are for those who remain faithful, and will know 
only strife and turmoil . 

" T h e joy of the L o r d " promised the faithful ser­
van ts may well represent the Kingdom honours in * 
which the sa in ts are invited to be joint-heirs . H a v i n g 
been fai thful in the discharge of the task set before 
them d u r i n g this age, they will be counted worthy 
to be associated with thei r Heavenly Master in the 
se t t ing u p of the Kingdom for which we have so 
long prayed , " T h y Kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on ea r th as it is in h e a v e n . " 

As our faithfulness or unfaithfulness will be deter­
mined by the end of our course, it is very necessary 
for us to " W a t c h . " The Lord said to His disciples 
— " Y e know not t he day nor the h o u r . " We mus t 
not allow ourselves to be caught unprepared . Eacli 
must answer for himself as to his s t ewardsh ip . We 
cannot afford to pu t off t i l l to-morrow wha t should 
be done t o - d a y ; if we do, we a r e not fai thful to 
our t rus t and are not g iving our best se rv ice ; and 
noth ing less than our very best will be acceptable 
to the Lord. 

I n apostol ic days and th roughou t the age the re 
have been the servants with thei r g rea te r or less 
amoun t of " a b i l i t y , " a n d each has to account for 
jus t what task was set him. The servant with jus t 
one ta len t is equally responsible with the se rvan t 
wi th two or five. His " w a t c h f u l n e s s " consists in 
fai thful ly ca r ry ing on. however small or " t r i f l i n g " 
the task may appear . If he is faithful he will hea r 
those gracious and precious words, " W e l l done, thou 
good and faithful s e rvan t . " May it indeed be our 
privilege to hea r them. Amen. 

—B.L.G. 

of the P o u n d s " we are now to consider (Luke 19 : 
12-27), for in verse 11 we r e a d — " A n d as they heard 
these th ings , he added and spake a pa rab le , because 
he was nigh to Je rusa lem, and because they though t 
t ha t the k i n g d o m of God should immedia te ly a p ­
p e a r . " 

F r o m these words of o u r Lord we ga the r tha t the 
Jewish people h a d failed to discern the difference 
between the first and second advents of the i r Mes­
siah. They were expect ing Him to commence His 
re ign as the i r K i n g a t once, not real izing t h a t first 
of all He was to come in humil ia t ion, to be despised 
and re jected of men, and t o suffer dea th on the 
cross. To enlighten the people, and to show them 
the t rue , reasons for H i s presence among them, our 

Another Parable of Peaceful Traders 
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Lord taught His disciples, and all who gathered to 
hear, by many "parables and dark sayings," so 
that those with hearing ears might know something 
of God's purposes. The parable of the pounds was 
doubtless given by our Lord in order to inform those 
who would be followers of Him, that they were to 
expect their discipleship to mean a life of service 
for their Master, during which they would be en­
trusted with certain things of which they were to 
act as stewards. We have been hearing of the Par­
able of the Talents, in which the servants received 
different amounts, and those who were faithful had 
doubled them. In the parable now under considera­
tion, the " p o u n d " corresponds to the " t a l e n t s " of 
the other parable, the capital with which they were 
to trade and make gain for their Master. The 
" p o u n d " represents the truth, the gospel, which 
was committed as a trust to the disciples when the 
Master went away. In this parable it will be no­
ticed that to each servant was given an equal 
amount, a pound, but that some gained more than 
others. 

The parable begins, " A certain nobleman went 
into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, 
and to return. And he called his ten servants, and 
delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Oc­
cupy till I come." The word translated "occupy" 
is defined by Strong's Concordance to mean, "To 
busy oneself; i.e. to t r a d e " ; so that the servants 
were to be traders with the money delivered to 
l hem. From verse 14 we gather that the citizens 
of the nobleman objected to his authority, saying— 
" W e will not have this man to reign over us , " and 
in that case it was only to be expected that they 
would strive to obstruct and prevent the servants 
from carrying on. 

I t is of interest to notice that the servants had re­
ceived no instruction whatever from their master to 
make war on the objectors or to fall out with them. 
Thus they were to be peaceful traders, enduring 
hostility and persecution if need be, without con­
tending against their opposers. (Hebrews 12: 14; 
Romans 12: 17, 18; 1 Timothy 2: 2.) The par­
able was given to show the steward aspect only of 
the servants' activities, and we find therein many 
valuable lessons which we are to apply to ourselves 
who are the servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The first and one of the most important lessons 
which may be gained is that each servant must be 
.-•wake and active, doing his best to bring in returns 
for his master. We recall the words of our Confer­
ence text—"Blessed are those servants, whom the 
Lord when he cometh shall find watching." Surely 
tins is of paramount importance; for the servant 
who is not awake and busy in His master's service 
must expect to be ashamed when He returns. The 
servants of the parable had received the command, 
"Trade Ml I come"; and in this command there are 
two points to be noted. First, that there was some­
thing to do, second that their activities must be con­
tinuous. They were to be busy during the whole 
period of their master's absence. Doubtless they would 
start out full of zeal and keen of spirit, but as they 
came to realise that the time was to be longer than 

anticipated, some would begin to feel tired and slow 
down their activities, and lose some of their zeal. 
This was the teat which they were to endure; there­
fore each faithful servant would remember the com­
mand "till I come," and thus continue to the end of 
his stewardship. 

But perhaps some of the servants said, ' ' Well, what 
can 1 dot How can I use this money which has been 
committed to me'/ I have no ability, and no oppor­
tunity for trading even if I had the ability." If a 
servant continued in that state of mind, such an one 
would very quickly become unfaithful. 

From this phase of the parable we perceive that the 
gospel truth committed to us is not given to us to 
keep as a selfish possession, like the servant who tied 
up the pound in the napkin and laid it away in a 
safe place. I t is given to us to use, to increase by 
scattering. The more widely the truth is spread the 
more it is increased in quantity by reason of the 
greater number of individuals who receive it and in 
turn spread it farther. 

As followers of Christ the faithful servants also 
endeavour to encourage one another to persevere. 
Many are the exhortations in the Scriptures which 
should cheer us up; such as Galatians 6: 9—"Let us 
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not." Also Matthew 24: 13—"He 
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved"; whilst there is a special promise in Revela­
tion 2: 10—"Be thou faithful unto death, and 1 will 
give thee a crown of life." .These and many others 
should encourage us to do with our might what our 
hands find to do. 

The Citizens Who Hated Him 

The second lesson of the parable can be obtained 
from verse 14. The citizens of the nobleman would 
represent those Jews who had rejected our Lord and 
His teachings. These hard-hearted people despised 
Him and sought to put Him to death. Their attitude 
was further made manifest at our Lord's trial, when 
they cried out, "Away with him." "We have no 
king but Ca?sar." (John 19: 15.) Their pride and 
hypocrisy were revealed in their actions, and many 
times had the Lord severely rebuked them. Those who 
would be true servants of the Lord must be of dif­
ferent mind. 

The nobleman of the parable had honored his ser­
vants by committing to them the money of which 
they were to be stewards. He was under no obliga­
tion to the servants to give them their positions of 
trust. And may we not ask. are our circumstances 
any different? Surely we should look upon our stew­
ardship as a privilege, not as a burden; as an honor, 
and not merely a task to be accomplished. While the 
nobleman was away, it was the servants' duty to pre­
serve his place and authority, and here also is a lesson 
for our day. There are many who have rejected the 
commands and the teachings of Christ, affirming that 
they are of no more value than the words of any other 
man; and, more than this, these people attempt to 
gainsay the authority of the Lord Jesus by denying 
that He was, and is, truly the Son of God. Therefore 
must we strive and contend for the truth concerning 
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our exalted Lord ' s position, and for I he fact thai He 
has all au thor i ty in heaven and mi earth, being at 
the right hand of the Father, until His enemies are 
made His footstool.— Matthew 28 : 18; Hebrews I : 
1-4. 13. 

A Mean Disposition 
A further valuable lesson can be gained from the 

a t t i tude of the unfaithful servant mentioned in vss. 
20, 21. His t rue state of heart is revealed in his 
indolent a t t i tude towards the trust placed upon h im; 
whilst this is fur ther shown in the answer of the 
nobleman. W h a t right, had the unfaithful servant 
to speak as he did? Wha t evidence was there to show 
that his master was a harsh man? Had he not ra ther 
proved himself to be impartial and just in his deal­
ings with his servants? Each had received the same 
amount, therefore each had the same opportunity. 

The nobleman's answer shows that this unprofit­
able servant was not r ight at heart. (Vss. 22, 23.) 
The se rvan t ' s answer showed the weakness of his 
defence when accused of slothfulness, for his ex­
cuse was a pa l t r j ' one. Had his master really been 
a man of rigid, severe character, even this should 
not have prevented the servant from serving him 
faithfully. It was evident that he lacked this quali ty, 
so his condemnation was just . 

This phase of the parable was a severe rebuke 
to those in our Lord ' s day who had showed themselves 
to be like the unfaithful servant. How great was their 
sin in ascribing to Jesus a harsh, unjust character. 
Did not every action of the blessed Saviour reveal 
the pur i ty of Il is nature . His gentle forgiving spirit. 
and the depth of His tender love ' Only a heart 
depraved with sin could ascribe to the Son of God 
ihe rha tae te r mentioned in the parable. 

Because the servant had failed to make use of his 
pound. laying it up in a napkin and meanwhile nurs­
ing evil thoughts about his master, he was rejected 
and deprived of his s tewardship. .May we realize the 
danger in failing to make use of opportunit ies for 
service, and let us ask ourselves the ques t ion—"Am 
I using my pound for the Lord ' s glory? or am 1 hold­
ing on to it:'*' Fo r one to be of the same mind as 
the unfaithful servant would cause the individual 
concerned to forget that our stewardship and salva­
tion are not given us because of any merit of our own, 
but by divine favor, even as our Lord said to Il is dis­
ciples ( John 15 : 16")—"Ye have not chosen me, but 
1 have chosen you, and ordained you. that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
r e m a i n . " 

Neither does anyth ing we give to the Lord confer a 
favor upon Him, for we are only ca r ry ing out an 
obligation, seeing that we are not our own. having 
been bought with a price.—1 Corinthians 6 : 19, 20; 
7 : 21-23. The words of the hymn should por t ray our 
a t t i tude toward the t rus t placed upon us— 

• Tliiin jjav'st Thy life for me. 
Thy precious blood was shed— 

That I might ransomed be, 
And (|iiickened from the dead. 

Tin.ii j;;t\'M 'I'llv life for me, 
What can I (five for Thee?" 

Every servant of the Lord should be a faithful 
watcher, and I unlike the napkin m a n ; " n o t slothful in 

business ," but " ' fervent in sp i r i t ; serving the L o r d . " 
( Romans 12: 11. > The word "fervent" means zealous, 
earnest, very h o t ; and that is how we should be. We 
believe the message to the Laodicean church is directly 
applicable to our d a y — " I know thy works, that thou 
art ne i ther cold nor h o t ; 1 would thou wert cold m-
ho t . ' ' (Revelation 3 : 15. ; May these warn ing words 
from the lips of the Redeemer himself cause us tu 
bestir ourselves and endeavour in His strength to ful­
fil our obligations. 

The Reward of the Fa i th fu l 

This brings us to the last lesson of the parable-
the reward of the faithful. 

The punishment meted out by the nobleman to the 
citizens who had hated him, and to the unfaithful 
servant , is stated in verses 24-27. What a contrast is 
the reward of the faithful. (Vss. 16-19.) The noble 
man showed himself to be a generous man, proving 
the falsity of the unfai thful se rvan t ' s excuse, and 
it will be the same when our Lord re tu rns to make 
up His account. H i s servants will either be glad or 
ashamed before Him. 

To which class will we belong? 
Our position as believers is defined in Romans 12: 

1, wherein it is wri t ten that to present our bodies as 
living sacrifices unto the Lord is but a reasonable ser­
vice, and we remember the words of Jesus to the 
Pharisees who had tempted H i m — " R e n d e r therefore. 
unto Car-sar the things which are Caesar's, and unto 
God the th ings that are G o d ' s . ' ' (.Matthew 2 2 : 21. 
Therefore we may well inquire with the PsalmLt— 
' W h a t shall I render unto the Lord for all his bene­

fits toward m e ? " We have been greatly blessed, the 
mercies of Clod are most manifest, so that it remains 
for H i s chi ldren to do thei r par t .—Psalm 116 : 12. 

But perhaps someone will say : " 1 cannot do much: 
1 lack the ability, and have but little oppor tun i ty . " 
Yes! but it is not na tura l ability that is required, 
but spir i tual—love for the Lord, zeal for His cause. 
and faith in the promises. And it is just here that 
the words of the Lord through the apostle Paul are 
necessary, for in his second letter to the Corinthians 
lie w r i t e s — " A n d who is sufficient for these t h i n g s ? " 
The apostle knew quite well that all a re alike in that , 
though the sp i r i t may be willing, the flesh is weak 
Yet his test imony was that he could do all thing.-, 
through Christ who strengthened him.—2 Corinthian.-
2.- 14-16: Phi l ipp ians 4 : 11-13. 

May this testimony of the faithful apostle help us 
to rely more and more on the same great Source of 
s t rength, in order that we may be enabled to fulfil 
the several tasks of our stewardships. These may not 
be any th ing calling forth the acclamations of men. 
The greatest commission given to the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is tha t of making known the gospel 
to all nations. The apostles chosen for this work went 
wherever the Sp i r i t of God led them. In our day 
the message is the same gospel and the field of ser 
vice is the wor ld ; so it remains for us to make the 
most of our opportuni i tes to proclaim the glad tid­
ings of peace and salvation, represented by th»-
• p o u n d . " He that is faithful in the least things ap­

pointed for the present will develop a character en 
abling him to be faithful also in much. TIIP same 
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Lord is rich unto all that call upon Him; and if this vour to preserve the truth and increase the returns 
be so now, what will it foe when we stand in His 
presence, having been faithful to our trust? This 
parable of peaceful traders is indeed one of encour­
agement to all who love the Lord and who desire to 
serve Him. Therefore may we do as Paul exhorted 
Timothy—Diligently make use of and guard that 
which has been committed to our trust, and so endea-

from our service for the Lord.—Romans 10: 12; 1 
Timothy 6: 20; Luke 17: 9, 10. 

"Go labour on, spend and be spent; 
Thy joy to do the Master's will; 

This is the way the Master went: 
Should not the servant tread it still?" 

—E.E.B. 

The Watching Virgins 

T HE SECOND PRESENCE of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the earnest expectation of all believ­
ers, and should occupy a foremost place in our 

minds all the days of our lives. 
When a Christian follows the exhortation of Paul 

to the Corinthians and ceases to be conformed to this 
world, realising his citizenship is in heaven and that 
he is but a sojourner here, he looks forward with joy 
and expectation to the presence of Christ, when, if 
found faithful and an overcomer. he will be received 
into the heavenly inheritance, the eternal reward. 

In John 14: 2, 3 we read—"In my father's house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, 1 would have 
told you. 1 go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, 1 will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where 1 am. there 
ye may be also." Therefore the culmination of all the 
hopes and aspirations of a Christian depend entirely 
on the return of the Lord Jesus from heaven. 

In the parable of which our Conference Text forms 
u part, a similitude is drawn between the servants of 
a household awaiting the return of their master, and the 
true disciples awaiting the return of Jesus, and it had 
a special application to the Jews at that time to whom 
ii was spoken who should have been waiting for the first 
advent of the Messiah; but most of them had gone to 
sleep, and permitted the lights to go out; and were 
anything but in readiness to open to Him in wel­
come. They were to have their loins girded and lamps 
burning in anticipation of the Master's return at any 
hour of the night. 

The word girded is of special significance, being an 
allusion to the ancient custom of gathering the long 
flowing garments into the girdle and tightening it 
preparatory to any exertion or action. So we may 
gather from this that the servants were to be strong 
and more strenuous; to be prepared and equipped 
for their task. They were to keep their lamps burn­
ing also, and tarry till He come; they could not hasten 
His advent by one moment, the time rests with Him, 
not them. They must be in their places when He 
arrives, whether at evening, midnight, or morning. 

The Gospel age has been in many respects a dark 
night, more especially during the 1260 years of Papal 
domination, when the light of Scripture truth was 
a mere glimmer. And since the expiration of that 
awful period there has been such a mass of supersti­
tion and man-made tradition that the pure light of 
truth has been obscured from the minds of men gen­
erally. Nevertheless, within the house or assembly 

of God's people there has been light, and God has not 
been without a witness all through the centuries. 

The servants in question were told to wait until 
they heard the Master knock, and be ready to open 
to him immediately. Blessed are they who when 
they hear the good news of the Gospel grasp it with 
outstretched arms, and allow it to penetrate their 
hearts, finding an abiding place, and bringing forth 
fruit, some an hundred, some sixty, some thirty fold. 
—Matthew 13: 23. 

The parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25: 1-13) 
sets forth another feature of the watching, another 
description of the required spirit and attitude of the 
watchers. Let us read it. | To save space we omit 
the quotation, but urge all to read the parable in their 
own Bibles.] 

In the parable a figure is made of the Jewish mar­
riage ceremony in ancient times, and a knowledge ot* 
the proceedings on such an occasion is necessary in 
order to appreciate the lesson contained therein. The 
ancient ceremony consisted of two parts, the betrothal 
and the marriage proper. The betrothal was con­
tracted under the supervision of relatives, and during 
the interim the pair saw little of each other, although 
the betrothal was looked upon as binding as the actual 
marriage. 

The time arriving for the bridegroom to convey the 
bride from her family to his or his father's house, a 
procession was formed, consisting generally of his 
companions, and headed by a company of musicians. 
This called at the house of the bride, from whence 
she was taken to her future home, being accompanied 
by her relations and friends. The procession nearly 
always commenced in the evening, and perhaps 
reached the destination at a late hour. In the mean­
time the virgin friends of the bridegroom waited near 
the bridegroom's house, ready, when the music of 
the approaching procession was heard, to go out and 
meet them with lamps and torches, and to go in with 
joy to the wedding feast. These virgins were speci­
ally invited guests, and when they and the happy 
throng accompanying the bridegroom and bride had 
entered the house, the door was shut and no others 
were admitted. 

Having this picture in mind, we can more readily 
place ourselves in the position necessary to under­
stand the application of the parable. It is thought 
by some that the " b r i d e " of the parable ought to be 
considered as the church, as this is frequently the case 
in Scripture. It is not so in this instance. The vital 
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point of the para'ble is the preparedness of the virgins 
wait ing outside, and these ten virgins represent the 
church of believers, all of whom are looking for the 
Lord to come. I t is limited to professed believers 
in the Lord and in H i s return to reward His saints, 
and does not refer to mankind generally, who an- dealt 
with in another parable quite separately. 

The ten virgins going forth to meet the bride­
groom are representative of the church of believers 
forsaking all to follow Christ, having realised they 
are not their own, being bought with a price. The 
term " v i r g i n " denotes the s tandard of pur i ty , of 
spir i tual cleanliness required in the true church of 
believers. The ten virgins took their lamps, that is, 
the Scr iptures by which they had thus far been en­
lightened. The Holy Scriptures arc mentioned in 
many places as being like a lamp, as it is writ ten, 
" T h y word is a lamp unto my feet, and a Light unto 
my p a t h . " (Psalm 11!>: 105.1 All the virgins com­
menced right, > :h the Scr iptures as their guide. ,but 
not all were prepared for the long wait. The five 
foolish ones had their lamps lit. but had made no pro­
vision for replenishing them with oil. The other five 
were shown to be wise, because they look oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. 

The oil represents the Holy Spiri t which illum­
inated the Scr ip tures (the lamps) , for they were 
written by holy men writing under inspiration of 
the Spir i t . The Holy Spirit is given to every believer 
when he becomes a believer in Jesus, and to know 
the t ru th fully it is essential that the Holy Spir i t 
be present, as it is written, " I lowbei t when he, the 
Spir i t of t ru th , is come, he will guide you into all 
t r u t h . " — J o h n 16: 13; Ephesians 1: 13." 

Hut the Spiri t in the Scr iptures and as a guide into 
t ruth is not all that is required. It must be a vital 
force in the mind and heart, a consecrating, pucrgi/.-
ing power. (Romans 8 : !)-14.i The lamps of the 
foolish virgins were to begin with, and to all appear­
ance, satisfactory, but they had no reserve supply, 
while the wise virgins had within them that which 
would enable them to endure to the end. 

The vessel of oil is not enough without the burn­
ing lamp, nor is the lamp sufficient when merely 
lighted without any supply ol oil. It is the com­
bination of Scr ip ture t ru th and the Holy Spiri t in the 
believers themselves, that proved adequate to the test 
of waiting for the bridegroom. 

As the bridal procession took place at night, the 
virgins were provided with these lamps. They would 
be small torches fed from a container which had to 
be replenished from time to t ime; and in any ease the 
supply of oil in the lamp was so small that the slightest 
foresight would have suggested carrying a reserve sup­
ply. But no, the foolish ones took their chance; they 
were slothful and careless. 

What a contrast to the wise ones, who had in thei r 
vessels—that is. in their hearts—the reserve of oil. so 
that they would be quite prepared for any length of 
wai t ing until the Bridegroom should appear . In Rom­
ans 10: 8-10 we read— 

v'But what saith it? The word is ni^l' thee, evem in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we 
preach ; 

"That if thou shall confess with thy mouth tin- Lord Jesus, 
and shall believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shall be saved. 

"For with the heart man btdieveth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 

Therefore faith and consecration and the posses­
sion of the Spir i t are mat ters which vitally concern 
the heart , and those were the lines on which the wise 
ones were developed. 

in the parable it is sa id: " t h e y all slumbered and 
slept. '* ( Vs. o.i This does not mean that all the vir­
gins, both wise and foolish, developed an apathetic 
a t t i tude , but the parable presents by 1 his means a pic­
ture of the long delay, " t h e bridegroom t a r r i e d . " 
The virgins were to wait quietly and pat ient ly until 
the procession arrived, which might be the space 
of hours, but ever ready at the first sound to grasp 
thei r l amps and trim them. The s lumbering and sleep­
ing of all the virgins, wise and foolish, portrays the 
weariness that accompanies long watching, and be­
sides i l lustrat ing that the Lord ' s absence would be 
longer than the early church expected, shows also 
that the subject of the Lord ' s second coming would 
be for a time in abeyance among Hi s people. 

But f inally. there is a cry made, "Behold the 
b r ideg room!" and the virgins awake, and begin i" 
t r im their lamps. The t r imming would be the ob­
ta in ing of clearer light on the coming of the bride­
groom, a fur ther opening of the Scriptures concern­
ing the parousia of Christ, showing the events coming 
to pass and the prophecies being fulfilled, as the per­
fect day draws nearer. We have t o note that the 
lamps were already burning but had grown dim. so 
that t r imming was the first necessity, and this the 
consecrated believers do daily when they seek to 
r igh t ly divide the word <>\' truth.—L' Timothy 2: IV 

While 'he t r imming was in progress the foolish said 
un to the wise. " G i v e us of your oi l ; for our lamps are 
gone o u t . " or (according to the marginal readings 
" g o i n g o u t . " That is to say, they had practically 
no light from the Scriptures, as there was an absence 
of the Holy Spir i t , and they were about to become 
dark unto them, because without the right spirit and 
the light of the "Word of God we are in gross dark­
ness. 

The fact of the wise refusing to give them of their 
oil might appear to be hard and un-Christian like 
on the surface, but when reasoned out it is not so. 
The oil being the Holy Spiri t in the heart anil mind, 
a spiri t of consecration and zeal, it was impossible 
for the wise to give them of it. That was something 
they must procure for themselves. The foolish ones 
took advantage of the prepared ones, and thought 
they would be all r ight with them. This gave them 
a feeling of security as it were, but that was their 
neglect. They should have proved themselves and re­
tained the Holy Spir i t they had at first. 

Hence the wise virgins could do nothing but tell 
them to go and buy. Only the Lord can give the Holy 
Spir i t , and H e gives it only to those who give them­
selves wholeheartedly to Him. The price we may 
sr.v is complete consecration, and the foolish had 
failed to present themselves in this way. Let us read 
what Paul says in Romans 12 : 1— 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of (Tod, 
tha t ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept­
able unto God, which is your reasonable service." 

We are indeed sorry for those foolish virgins who 
had forgotten their consecration, or perhaps had never 



1C>4 THE NEW COVENANT ADVOCATE December 1, 1928 

fully consecrated, and were obviously not the friends 
of the Bridegroom, and who thereby missed their 
oppor tun i ty for rejoicing. When they re turned from 
t ry ing to ibuy elsewhere the Lord told them, ' ' I know 
you n o t " ; that is, He did not know them as His 
people ; they were s t rangers to Him, The door being 
shu t denoted the end of the oppor tun i ty to receive the 
Lord and to be received by Him. 

The qualit ies desirable for the virgins to have, to 
fit them for thei r work as watchers, a re patience, quiet 
endurance, and the power of waiting without becoming 
restless, or their interest waning. Outwardly quiet­
ness, gentleness; inwardly keen, watchful interest 
and alertness. No mat te r what our disposition or 
mode of life or Livelihood, we must remain watchful. 
" A s God hath dis tr ibuted to every man, as the Lord 
hath called everyone, so let him walk ."—1 Corinthians 
7 : 17. 

We must watch with unwearied patience, love, and 
unceasing prayer . We need to watch the tendencies 
t ha t manifest themselves from time to time in us, 
to give serious thought and s tudy to the revelations 
of our real selves that sudden and perhaps unexpected 
t r ia ls a n d troubles br ing to us, that, we may not in the 
last moment of life for the first t ime realise that we 
are al together different from what we believed. 

I f we ask for the Holy Spir i t , as we have been 
invited to do, and yet do none of those things that are 
the fruits of the Spir i t , and do not let our iight shine 
before and upon the people around us in all our cir-

TO R E ONE of God's t rue servants we need to 
have fa i th ; to know God's way is right, and 
His p lans are best, realizing they are given 

to us for the obedience of faith. 
At first the Chr is t ian ' s faith is not very strong, but 

by endeavouring to follow our Lord ' s perfect example 
our faith and confidence in God grow. 

As to how our faith is increased, this we learn from 
the Lord ' s words to the twelve apostles; they were 
cont inual ly in His company, hence received much 
instruction and many commands. 

The command we part icularly desire to look at just 
now is found in Luke 17 : 3, 4— 

"Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against 
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he 
trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven time9 
in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou 9halt for­
give him." 

This, t r u l y was new teaching the disciples were re­
ceiving, probably something they had not thought of 
before, flow difficult it seemed! Some brother might 
say or do something very distasteful to them, and 
here was a command to bring to their brother 's notice 
the wrong ac t ion; then, if he was sorry and repent­
ant , they should willingly forgive that injury. 

We all can well unders tand the disciples' words on 

cumstances, we will surely find our lamps burn low, 
and we will begin to stagnate and assume a deep 
lethargic a t t i tude . As soon as the mind ceases to de­
velop the Christ ian character , the l amp ceases to b u m . 

Whatever compulsory occupation, or whatever 
necessary saturat ion of our imperfect minds with 
thoughts of this wor ld ' s affairs or business t u r n s our 
direct a t tent ion from the all important approach of 
our Lord, there should be a settled and permanent per­
suasion t ha t i t is His will tha t must be done, and His 
voice hearkened unto, a predisposition to at tend to 
Him, that what we are here for is not to slumber or 
wonder what we might as well or better do, as though 
we had no hope of the Lord ' s coming. 

Let us then meet the Lord ' s intention in this won­
derful parable, and allow the lesson contained therein 
to be indelibly pr in ted on our hear ts and in our 
minds, and make sure for our pa r t we are p repared 
for the presence of the Son of Man. Let us make sure 
the little tiame once kindled is not burning low, and 
that we have a plentiful reserve of oil, and that our 
affections are set on things above, and not on earthly 
things. " F o r ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is o u r life, shall 
appear , then shall ye also appea r with him in g l o r y . " 
—Colossians 3 : 3, 4. 

Let us be sure we are l iving and conducting our 
live-, in constant communication with the Source of 
all life, and that the Spir i t of Christ dwells in us 
richly and abundan t ly . —If .U.K. 

hearing these instructions : " Lord, Increase our faith. " 
The disciples knew how the na tura l man resents in­
ju ry , and that of themselves they were unable to for­
give and forget their bro ther ' s wrong action. Quickly 
they tu rned to the Lord for help. 

I n reply, the Lord sa id : " I f ye had faith as ;i 
grain of mustard seed, ye might say un to this syca­
more tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be 
thou planted in the sea ; and it should obey y o u . " 
What He wished to convey was, though their faith 
was very small, even as a grain of mustard seed: if 
they acted on that much belief, any evil feelings could 
be uprooted out of their hear ts . So that even if the 
brother sinned against them seven times a day, and 
each time regret ted his fault, they were not to bear 
any malice, but on each occasion were to forgive him. 
They should remember too, that God had forgiven 
them far more than they would ever have to forgive 
others. 

The parable of the unprofitable servants goes on to 
explain their posit ion: 

"But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding 
cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from 
the field, (!u and sit down to meat? And will not rather 
say unto him. Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thy 
self, and serve me till I have eaten and drunken; and after 

T T T 

Increase our Faith 
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ward thou stialt eat and drink? Doth he thank that servant 
because he did the tilings tha i were commanded him? 1 trow 
not. So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things 
which are commanded you, suy, We are unprofitable servants: 
we have done that which was our duty to do."—Luke 17: 7-10. 

The Lord used simple i l lustrat ions to explain the 
lessons l ie intended for them. The apostles could 
well unders tand that the servant had no option but 
to do whatever his master wished should be done. 

As long as the servant is in his mas te r ' s service, 
whether it be eight, ten, or twelve hours a day, his 
whole duty is to do as his master wishes; all his mind 
and strength are brought into operation to fur ther 
the master ' s in teres ts ; whether it be out in the fields, 
or in the domestic a r rangements . The dist inct ion be­
tween master and servant is well recognised: the mas­
ter commands; the servant obeys. 

In verse 10, the Lord reminds the disciples of His 
position as their Master, and their duty as servants . 
I t was not thei r place to ask favors, thei r position 
was to do as He requi red; not s topping to ask the 
reason for it, or perhaps th ink ing : It is too hard , and 
1 will not be able to do it. 

The main thing to realise was that their Lord gave 
a command to forgive their brethren, and as a com­
mand from Him it should be strictly carried out. 

Obedience S t reng thens F a i t h 

The lesson applies jus t as much in our time. We all 
acknowledge Jesus as our Lord and Master. As ser­
vants, He has given us many commandments. We 
must believe that Jesus was born of God ; and that He 
gave Himself a ransom for all. We are to be watching 
servants, speaking out the words entrusted to u s ; we 
must tight the good fight of faith, and be ready to 
forgive an injury when forgivenses is sought, even 
till seventy times seven. 

Day by day, while t ry ing to carry out the instruc­
tions given, we find through our failures the inabili ty 
to do right in our own s t rength, even though we 
desire above all things to serve God faithfully. While 
regret t ing our weakness and wrong-doing, we as 
watching servants have no need to be in despair . O u r 
Master is strong, so we tell Him of our failures and 
short-comings, and ask for help, for guidance, and 
to be strengthened by His Holy Spirit that we may 
serve Him the more faithfully. 

One way the Lord answers prayer is by giving His 
people such experiences as will increase their faith 
in Him. The servant in the parable worked all day 
toiling hard for the master ; and by nightfall may have 
thought he had done enough ; he was tired, and wanted 
to rest. But the master still had more work; he must 
wait on him and see he had all he required ; nor should 
he expect any thanks for that service rendered : it 
was his duty, so he did it. 

Our Master has work for us. All our lives a re to 
be spent serving Him, not ceasing because of so much 
opposition, and so little results from our labors. The 
Lord has told us to be witnesses for Him, to give out 
the t ru th , and we must keep on doing that very thing. 
The Lord who gave the commandments will give all 
the help necessary to carry them out. 

Walking along the Christian pathway we find, by 
facing each trial with strength from the Lord, we are 
able to overcome all the difficulties as they come in 

front of us. Thus our faith in God is s trengthened. 
Knowing He has helped us in the past , we have every 
assurance He can and will do the same in the future, 
no ma t t e r how hard the tr ials seem. 1 John 5 : 4 
r e a d s — " F o r whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the wor ld : and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our f a i t h . " In order to have God's 
approval , we must be overcomers, and only by pu t ­
t ing our full faith and confidence in Him can we en­
dure to the end. 

F i r s t of all, the t ru th is presented to us. We con­
sider it, comparing it with the Scriptures, and finding 
it harmonises with the Word of God, are convinced by 
it. The next step is to be obedient to the t ru th which 
we have received and believed. We repent of our 
former evil wavs, and desire from now on to serve 
God. 

The more one learns of G'od and His, ways, the 
more one learns that God is faithful, His words are 
invariably carried out. This gives us the confidence 
that what God has promised for the future will cer­
tainly be fulfilled. 

Many of our trials come through obeying God's 
commands, and the fact that we do have these tr ials 
s t rengthens us, for we know that " W h o m the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons . " *'If children, then heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ if so be that we 
suffer with h im."—Hebrews 12: 6, 7; Romans 8 : 17. 

Seeing that our faith is increased by t r ia ls and 
tr ibulat ions, it will be to our advantage to submit at 
once to our L o r d ' s commands. The sooner we become 
obedient to God's will, the quicker our faith grows. 
When a person perceives a t ruth he has not previ­
ously known, it becomes his duty to obey that t r u th . 

Take Paul as an example. When on the way to 
Damascus to take the believers prisoners, he was stop­
ped by the l ight and the voice from heaven. On rea­
lizing it to be the Lord speaking, he at once said, 
" 'Lord, what wilt thou have me to d o ? " The Lord 
commanded him to go to the city, and there learn 
what to do. Straight away Paul went. 

As obedient servants, we must adopt the same atti­
tude as Paul , who submitted instantly to God's will ; 
then our characters will be developed along the lines 
God desires in all His children. God 's commands are 
not grievous or ha rd to bear, but are really beneficial. 
They are the essence of Divine wisdom, and will cause 
us to be changed more and more into the likeness of 
our Lord, who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor. 

The Lord left us a wonderful example of perfect 
obedience and submission to God's will, and we as 
H i s servants must strive to copy Him, and so serve 
Him faithfully—keeping always in mind the fact that 
we are highly privileged to be used by the Master 
in the service of His t ruth ; for without any doubt we 
are in the service of the best Master it is possible to 
have. 

May we all serve Him faithfully, and so hear that 
" W e l l done, thou good and faithful se rvan t : enter 
thou into the joy of thv Lord . "—Mat thew 25 : 21. 

—A.L.W. 
(Conference Addresses to lie ('ouliiiued) 
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For the Children 

A Wild Man Meets the Best Friend He ever Knew 

As I write this month to my little relatives I am 
wondering if any were successful in finding what 
was the "something else" that drove the disciples 
to wake Jesus as He slept through the terrible storm 
that nisrht on the Sea of Galilee. 

The "something else" besides the wind, the 
waves, and the sinking ship was fear. Did not 
Jesus say to them, "Why are ye fearful?" By 
those words He meant that instead of having fear 
they should have had a lot of faith. Do you ask 
what is the difference between fear and faith I Fear 
is what makes people afraid or frightened that 
something terrible is going to happen. But Faith 
always says, no matter what happens we need 
not be frightened because we have Jesus with us. 
Think of the wonderful things He can do; and His 
kindness, oh it is so great. And then we know 
too that He loves us: so we are as safe as anything. 
That i.s the way Faith talks. 

If the disciples had let Faith talk instead of Fear 
they could have gone on sailing the ship, taking 
Him to the other side as He had asked them to: they 
would not have been drowned. And if Jesus should 
ask us to do anything for Him some day, we may 
go on with doing it, and need not get thinking of 
what might happen, which may not happen at all. 
Just the very opposite to what we may fear often 
happens, as the disciples found out on the sea that 
night. Instead of getting wrecked on a wild sea 
there was a great calm. 

But when in the morning they all reached the 
land on the other side after the wild sea had been 
calmed it was strange that they should then meet 
with a wild man. Poor man! he lived in the rocky 
places where people were buried, and he was so 
tierce that no one dared go near him. 

It was the wicked angels which are called de­
mons that did all this to him: that made him so 
wild and nearly drove him quite mad. But Jesus 

Dear Brother Henninges: I very much apprecia­
ted your letter, anil am glad if my interest in your 
ministry of Bible Truths has brought any encourage-

, ment. Be assured, dear brother, that I heartily 
reciprocate your good wishes for my spiritual wel­
fare and feel it a privilege to help forward the 
cause in this country. 

1 came to a knowledge of the glorious plan of 
God in 1913, and although the class numbering 
about 50 felt it very keenly having to separate from 
the I.B.S.A. class on account of antiscriptural tests 
and teaching, yet we have found the Word more 
precious when studied free from bondage with the 

always had pity for anyone like that, and as He is 
always kind and loves all men, He at once made 
all the wicked demons go out of the man. And 
although they did not want to go, they simply had 
to when Jesus ordered them. And then, all at once, 
the wild man became calm and quiet and sat down 
at Jesus' feet! 

Was not that much like the wild sea and the 
great calm of the night before? Jesus can calm 
wild seas by a word: He can also calm wild men by 
a word. "Peace be still" makes the sea quiet: or­
dering the demons to come out makes men quiet. 

When the people of the city nearby were told 
what had happened they came to Jesus and there 
saw the wild man with Him quiet and calm, though 
they still seemed to be afraid of him. But the 
poor man himself was so thankful for what Jesus 
had done for him that he asked Jesus to allow him 
to follow Him about. "But Jesus sent him away, 
saying. Return to thine own house, and shew how 
great things God hath done unto thee"; and this 
the man did. 

The people who lived in that little city were a 
strange kind of people for they did not want 
Jesus to visit or to stay with them. But with that 
kindness which He showed always to all people, He 
left with them the man whom he had healed so that 
they all heard about Him after He had gone, and 
could all see how He could drive out the demons 
and make a wild man calm and sensible. And just 
as when the angry men of Nazareth drove Him out 
of their city He did not visit them again, so with 
the little city on the other side of the sea: He never 
went there again. 

How foolish those people are who will not make 
friends with Jesus, "the Best Friend of all," and 
so lose His friendship, His kindness, and His love. 
Even the wild man, supposed to be mad, knew bet­
ter than they did! 

—UNCLE FRANK. 

light of God's Holy Spirit which our Lord pro­
mised would lead into Truth. 

As you may be aware, many classes such as ours 
have come away from the Society; but I gather 
few are disposed to drop theories which they have 
grown to believe are founded on Scripture. Our 
class here considered the subjects of the Sin Offer­
ing and Covenants some five years ago, and con­
cluded our previous views were not in harmony with 
the New Testament. 1 hear there is a revival of 
discussion on those topics now going on in this 
country, though any view not the same as the late 
Pastor Russell's proclamations is regarded as "pecu-

& m 3£ 

An Encouraging Word 
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l i a r " by the majority. So many let others do most 
of their thinking-! However, they will sec one day. 

The last " A d v o c a t e " to hand with r epor t s of the 
Eas te r Conference addresses is a g r a n d feast of 
spir i tual upbuilding, causing one to praise our 
Fa the r whose Wisdom and Power have been graci-
ously revealed to us whilst still h idden from many. 

J rejoice to see the good progress made in the 
Library Supply Fund . I feci more might be done 
here 10 spread a knowledge of your faithful minis-
fry among those al ready enlightened to a cer ta in 
extent , and 1 am wishful of co-operat ing in a n y 
way I can. Several in the class here much enjoy 
the " A d v o c a t e , " and I am now awa i t i ng your con­
sign men t of the t rac ts " G o s p e l " and " B l e s s i n g of 
the N a t i o n s , " so as to put out a few hundred in 
this city. Bui a few thousand would not cover one 

(Jin si "in. dude 1: :> says, "Beloved, when J gave 
all diligence to wri te unto you of the common sal­
vation, it was needful for me to wr i te unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnest ly contend for 
the faith which was once | l i terally " o n c e for a l l " ] 
delivered unto the s a i n t s . " What salvation is here 
referred to as being " ' common" . ' 

Answer.—The word ' • common" as used by J u d e 
has not the significance of o rd inary or coarse or 
inferior, but " c o m m o n " in the sense of being par­
ticipated in by a number of persons. An open field 
or paddock is called a " C o m m o n . " because any­
body and everybody may walk in i t : and often the 
community catt le are permi t ted to graze in it. 
"Common k n o w l e d g e " is a xevy usua l expression 
in everyday life—not low or coarse knowledge, but 
knowledge all the town shares in. 

When Christ came witli the message of the 
new way of life through faith in His blood. H e said 
to the woman at the well that salvation was of the 
dews. Hut when He gave His life a ransom for 
all. the good news went forth that the Genti les 
would be received by Cod on the same too t ing as 
the ,lews—not by get t ing under the bondage of 
the Law as the dews had been, but by acceptance 
of Christ, the same ground on which the dews were 
delivered from the bondage of the Law and given 
salvat ion. Paul says the gospel is " t h e power of 
God unto salvation to t-vevy one that believelh ; to 
the J ew first, and also to the G r e e k . " To all such 
believers salvation is " t h e common s a l v a t i o n . " the 
salvation common to all, both dew and Genti le .— 
J o h n 4 : 20-24; Romans 1 : 16. 

The same t ru th concerning the common salvat ion 
is taught in Kphesians 2 : 11-22. Former ly J e w s and 
Genti les were divided, with a " m i d d l e wall of par­
t i t i o n " between them. The dews had God, the 
covenants of promise, the Law. etc., while the Gen­
ti les were " s t r a n g e r s from the covenants of pro-

q u a r t e r of it. Distr ibut ion of t r ac t s has been car­
ried on so frequent ly here that we very seldom have 
any visible resu l t ; however, we know people read 
them, so can only hope the seed sown will " b e a r 
f r u i t " la ter . There is a great indifference, we find, 
as to Bible teaching, which, however, is corrobora­
t ive of prophecy, is it not ? 

Is there any hope of your publ ishing a series of 
ar t ic les on " R e v e l a t i o n " ? There are many por t ions 
of that Book somewhat cloudy for our unders tand­
ing. The general tenor is fairly clear to most of 
us I th ink . It would be very helpful if the " A d ­
v o c a t e " could contain some ar t ic les on Revelation. 

I close with fervent love in the Lord our Head, 
p ray ing His rich blessing on you and those co-
labourers with you. Your brother by Grace, 

England. 

misc. having no hope, and without God in the 
w o r l d . " But when thai " m i d d l e wall of p a r t i t i o n " 
was broken down, the Gentiles were " m a d e nigh 
by the blood of Ch r i s t , " and dews and Gentiles 
were united in one faith, one hope, and had access 
to the F a t h e r by one Spirit.-—Compare Ephesians 4 : 
3-6. 

According to the la t ter port ion of verse •'>, the 
" c o m m o n s a l v a t i o n " to which elude referred was 
ident ical with " t h e faith which was once delivered 
unto the s a i n t s . " By this we may unders tand thai 
the faith once delivered was common to all the 
saints, known and understood by all, and that it 
concerned the salvation common to all. In other 
words , the faith and salvation tauirht in the early 
church were the same to all the believers and in 
every place. There was not one gospel for some 
and a different gospel for o t h e r s : not one gospel 
in Corinth, say, and a different gospel in Galatia. 
Whenever anyone introduced a different " g o s p e l " 
the apostle Paul protested, and said there is but 
the one t rue gospel, and thai is the one which he 
preached, in accordance with the L o r d ' s ins t ruc­
tions. (Gala t ians 1: 6-12; :\: 1; 6: 14-16; 1 Corin­
thians 2 : 1-5; 4 : 1, 2 ; 15: 1-4.) The oneness of ihe 
faith common to all t rue believers is a source of 
joy and rejoicing, and we may reta in tha t common 
fai th and salvation by earnes t ly con tend ing for t he 
faith once delivered. Thus we shall avoid the pit­
falls those fall into who invent a faith or way of n 

salvat ion of their own.—2 Cor in th ians 1: 12-14, 18-
22. 

P a u l called Ti tus " m i n e own son af ter the com­
mon f a i t h " — t h e faith common to all the believers. 
(Ti tus 1: 4.) There was a s t anda rd of faith and 
prac t ice which all the b re th ren were to hold and 
seek to measure up to, as s ta ted in Ti tus 1: 1-3— 
" a c c o r d i n g to the faith of God 's elect, and the 
acknowledg ing of the truth which is af ter godl iness ; 
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in hope of e te rna l life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world b e g a n ; but ha th in due 
times manifested his word th rough preach ing , which 
is commit ted un to me accofding to the command­
ment of God our S a v i o u r . " The commonness or 
oneness of the fai th , g iv ing a s t a n d a r d of belief 
and pract ice to all, is indicated in our L o r d ' s words 
jus t before His ascension, the common s t a n d a r d be­
ing whatsoever He had c o m m a n d e d — " T e a c h i n g 
them to observe all th ings whatsoever I have com­
manded y o u . " — M a t t h e w 2 8 : 20. 

From the above considerat ions it will a p p e a r tha t 
the suggest ion of some Bible exposi tors that " t h e 
common s a l v a t i o n " refers to a sa lvat ion on a lower 
plane in the Kingdom age as con t ras ted wi th the 
high calling of the present age is unsc r ip tu ra l . In 
that view " c o m m o n " is taken to mean inferior— 
less fine and less des i rab le : whereas , as we have 
shown, " c o m m o n . " as used by J u d e and Paul , means 

known and unders tood by all the sa in t s in com­
m o n ; a faith held by all and a sa lvat ion to which 
all who hold the faith a re called. 

Timothy was advised to s tudy , " r i g h t l y divid­
ing the word of t r u t h . " (2 Timothy 2 : 15.) Some­
times it is necessary to divide the W o r d accord ing 
to ages and dispensat ions, sometimes in r e g a r d to 
its figurative, parabolic , or typica l significance, or 
i ts historical aspect. But when endeavou r ing to 
follow the Apostolic in junct ion we mus t also be 
careful not to divide or separa te t ha t which belongs 
together. So when we see the apost les a p p l y i n g the 
expressions " c o m m o n s a l v a t i o n " and " c o m m o n 
f a i t h " to the gospel age and that which was com­
mit ted to the saints at the beginning of the gospel 
age, we also should apply those terms, when we use 
them, to the present age and to the sa lvat ion and 
faitli common to us as believers now. 

The Sermon on the Mount 
(Cuiitinupil from October Issue) 

Having told the vast congregation of Jews, who 
were under covenant obligation to keep the law given 
at Sinai, which experience showed they were unable 
to do. tiiat " excep t your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven , " our 
Lord now proceeds to give them a s tandard by which 
lo discern righteousness of a kind which would ensure 
entrance into the kingdom. The reader is asked to 
read again the comment on this portion of the Sermou 
explaining what kingdom is here referred to by our 
Lord, and thus get the connection with v. 2 1 — 

21 Ye have heard that it was said by them [margin. 
t<> them] of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and who­
soever shall kill shirfl be in danger of the judgment: 

22 Hut I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with 
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother. 
Raca, shall be in danger of thr Council: but whosoever 
shall say. Thou fo<A. shall be in danger of hell 
\<iehenna] fire. 

The marginal reading (vs. 21) " t o t h e m " is evi­
dently more exact than " b y t h e m , " because the re­
ference is to the sixth commandment of the ten wri t ­
ten on tables of stone (Kxodus 20 : 1'.]) and given 
to the Israelites at Sinai . The command to the chil­
dren of Israel to slay the idolaters (Exodus 3 2 : 27) 
and other similar commands show that the 

,s ixth commandment refers to murder , and not to 
judicial punishment . The Jews were commanded 
to stone to death persons found guil ty of cer­
tain serious infractions of the law, but only 
when their guilt had been established by wit­
nesses. (Deuteronomy 17 : 2-7. 12.) Legal exeeution 
for crime is nowhere forbidden in the Scriptures . It 
was sanctioned in the brief code given to Noah after 
the flood—"Whoso sheddeth man ' s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed : for in the image of God made 

he m a n . " (Genesis !': (>.) Being in God's image, 
man was too high in the scale of creation to be t ram­
pled on at will as one might destroy an insect. And. 
furthermore, having been created in the image of 
God, who loves justice and punishes evil, «nd having 
been given the mental capacity to judge of the rijrht-
ness or wrongness of an action, it was right and nei -
sary, if the righteous were to continue on the ear th. 
to hold evil persons in check by appropr ia te penalties. 
And the Lord God himself here shows that His eon 
ception of the appropr ia te penalty for murde r is the 
death of the murderer . The command of the law 
on wilful premeditated murder is found in Deuter­
onomy 19: 11-13. The cities of refuge, provided for 
accidental slayers, were to be no sanctuary for such.— 
Deuteronomy 19: 1-10 : Numbers 3 5 : 0-21. 

All this in the Law Covenant the Lord was fami­
liar with, and how the avengers of blood were to search 
out and pursue the guilty. But now He proclaims a 
New Covenant method of discovering a murderer , 
and a New Covenant definition of a murdere r . The 
Lord does not destroy or in any wise do away with 
the prohibition " T h o u shalt not k i l l . " or as He quoted 
it to the young man. " T h o u shalt do no m u r d e r . " 
(Matthew 10: 18.) The Lord had no desire to justify 
or excuse murder. But He calls at tent ion to the fact 
that tinder the Law only by actual s laying of another 
did a man become a murderer , requir ing to undergo 
the judgment of the elders, priests, and judges, who 
had authori ty to deal with crime and disobedience in 
Israel. (Deuteronomy 10 : 17 : 21 : 2.) Unless a man 
committed a murder, he was not a t ransgressor of the 
sixth commandment, no mat ter how much hatred he 
might have in his heart . 

The Jews in their day of subjection to Rome were 
permitted to carry on thei r own system of judgment , 
which was that small mat ters and local affairs be de­
cided by elders Cold and leading men of each trihe 
severally"), who were said to " s i t in the ga t e "—open 
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spaces near the city gates convenient for the purpose 
frf hearing witnesses. Larger affairs and more serious 
infractions of the law were brought before a t r ibunal 
or court. On this the Emphat ic D'aglott says— 

'•'I lie .lews liad a Common Court consisting of twenty-three 
men. which had power to sentence criminals to death, by be­
heading or strangling; this was called the Judgment, or Court 
of Judge-*. The Sanhedrin or High Council consisted of seventy-
two men. being the Court of the Jews before which the highest 
. l imes were tried. This Court alone had power to punish 
by stoning. This was thought a more terrible death than the 
former." 

Smi th ' s Bible Dictionary contains an interesting 
note on " E l d e r s " and their duties in Israel, also 
under " P u n i s h m e n t s " much useful information on 
the various forms of punishment practised. Under 
the Romans the Jews were deprived of author i ty to 
execute the death sentence. That is why the scribes 
and Pharisees anxious to secure the Lord ' s death were 
compelled to bring Him before the Roman governor 
following His condemnation by the High Priest sit­
t ing in judgment with the scribes and elders. (Mat­
thew 26 : 57-68.) " W h e n the morning was come, all 
flie chief priests and elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to dea th ; And when they 
had bound him, they led him away, and delivered 
him to Pontius Pilate the governor . "—Mat thew 2 7 : 
1. 2. 

A New J u d g e , a New J u d g m e n t 

The very fact that our Lord begins His pronounce­
ment of New Covenant s tandards by using the word 
" b i l l " — " B u t I say unto you*'—shows that He is 
•riving out a new law. indicating a new s tandard of 
judgment and a new tr ibunal . The new J u d g e in 
Chief is himself, the new law is that anger and hatred 
in the heart b r ing one in d a n g e r of, or make one 
liable to. His adverse judgmen t . He said on an­
other occas ion—"as I hear, I j u d g e : and my judg­
ment is j u s t . " And again, " F o r j u d g m e n t I am 
come into this world, that they which see not might 
see; and that thev which see might be made b l i n d . " 

John 5 : 22, 27,' 30- 9: 39. 
Now the Pharisees were righteous outwai'dly. They 

were self-righteous. They said " 1 see."' and yet set 
themselves in opposition to the Lord. They dis­
played hardness of heart in dealing with the blind 
man and others whom the Lord had healed, and they 
hated the Lord because the people loved to hear His 
wonderful words of life. They made clean the out­
side of the platter, but inwardly they were " fu l l of 
hypocrisy and in iqu i ty , " " fu l l of extortion and ex­
cess ." (Matthew 2:4: 25-28.) -Judged by the New 
Covenant principle the Lord enunciated they were 
murderers already. Every one of us, as disciples of 
tli» Lord, should recognise this new s tandard of judg­
ment, and should cleanse our thoughts accordingly, 
if we want our righteousness to exceed thai of the 
scribes and Pharisees He condemned. 

In verse 22 the words " w i t h o u t a c a u s e " a re omit­
ted from the oldest two Greek manuscr ip ts , the Sina-
itic and the Vatican No. 1209. Their insertion by 
someone indicates that human nature was much the 
same then as it is now. for those who nurse anger 
against another usually excuse themselves by reciting 
the cause or causes they think justify their anger. 

But the evidence is that the Lord allowed for no such 
excuse. He said simply, "whosoever is angry with his 
b ro ther . " 

Anger needs to be defined. I t is not i r r i ta t ion or 
annoyance, often felt when a brother says or d o c 
something of no par t icular consequence, and which 
passes away as soon as we think how we all have our 
faults and weaknesses, and we must "bea i and for­
b e a r . " Hut irr i tat ion and annoyance when not checked 
but frequently indulged may develop into anger. The 
S tandard Dictionary defines anger as "Violent vindic­
tive passion; sudden and strong displeasure; w r a t h : 
i r e . " The Creek word used by our Lord signifies "de ­
sire, a reaching forth or exeitmenl of the m i n d , " and 
may be used of justifiable indignation, as in Mark '•>: 
•">. The Lord looked round upon the people of the syna­
gogue with auger because they objected to His heal­
ing a withered hand on the sabbath day. The Lord ' s 
anger was a surge of indignation at thei r hardness 
of heart ; yel it was not of the vindictive kind, because 
.Mark goes on to say He was "grit ved for the hardness 
of their h e a r t s " ; it gave Him sorrow of hear t to 
think that any could be so cruel as to refuse the af­
flicted man relief from his affliction when the Lord 
could heal him by a word. 

Many things in the world call forth justifiable in­
dignation, such as cruelty to children or to animals. 
robbing the poor, slandering the innocent, etc. It' 
mixed with grief or sorrow for their hardness of 
heart, such anger is like our Lord 's . And like Him 
the saints are the more deeply grieved when they see 
those who profess to be (rod 's people nour i sh ing envy 
and hatred in their hearts. 

In Dange r of the Council 
1,'nder the New Covenant the Lord Jesus is the 

J u d g e over the church, there being no provision fol­
lower and higher courts. Put He takes the usage 
among the J ews as i l lustrative of different degrees of 
culpabi l i ty; different degrees of seriousness in the 
offence. In Victoria there are courts of Pet ty Ses­
sions which t ry petty cases, and courts of General 
Sessions which t ry more serious infract ions of the 
law, and the Supreme Court which t r ies capital 
cases. The s ta tus of the court indicates the serious­
ness of the case. 

So when our Lord said "shal l be in danger of the 
counci l ." the middle court. He expresses the prin­
ciple that to call a brother " K a e a " (vain fellow) is a 
more serious offence than being angry , which he has 
just said is equivalent to murder . 

This raises the question, How can calling a brother 
by this offensive name bp worse than murde r? 

The answer is found by consideration of the 
incident which the Lord probably had in mind, as re­
corded in 2 Samuel 6: 20. David, full of joy and zeal-
danced before the Lord with great exuberance. He 
forgot all else than grat i tude and praise that the ark 
of the Lord was back again in the midst of the chil­
dren of Israel, with all that implied of blessing and 
care and providential guidance in thei r affairs. 
Miehal. looking on, had no joy in the re turn of 
the ark. though she was as entitled as David to deep 
gra t i tude that God could again manifest His presence 
among them. All she saw in David ' s religions fervor 
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was an opportunity to express contempt—Vain fellow, 
what a siffht you made of yourself! 

The effect of such a comment, if given heed to, 
would be to discourage exhibitions of love and zeal 
and gratitude to (rod. David had to make choice 
between praising God and pleasing Michai. and he 
chose the former. So now among professed brethren 
in Christ. Some brethren and sisters are filled with 
gratitude and praise to God for all His mercies and 
they delight themselves in His presence and favor, 
and show their deJight in Him by great zeal and ear­
nestness in His service. For some other brother (or 
sister) to ridicule or make light of their fervor of 
spirit is a very serious offence in the Lord's sight. 
inasmuch as interference with their devotion to (rod 
might be injurious to their spiritual welfare and re­
sult in the cooling of their ardor and possibly a 
riving up of their efforts to win rhe prize of the high 
•ailing. For one brother to interfere with another's 
ipiritual welfare is more serious than to take his 
ihysicfll life. For as our Lord said: "whoso shall 
<fTenrl .i.e. cause to offend or sin] one of these little 
ries which believe in m<", ir were better for him that 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
ere drowned in the depth of the sea." (.Matthew 
: 6.) Children well illustrate the humble disciple 
Christ, as indicated by the words "these little ones 

/; believe in me." These should have the pro-
on of all, but ;ill do not protect; some injure 

and incur grave responsibility, " i t must needs 
;it offences come; but woe to that man by whom* 
Fence cometh." 

in, the Lord compared the value of the human 
'th the new life in Christ, when He said that 
iuld kill the body, bur after that could do no 
Though the believer is dead, yet God will 
m from the dead and give him his reward. 
other band. God can destroy both soul and 
Gehenna. Hence those who lead the Christian 
'id cause him to offend and to lose the love 

which he once had in his heart are in fact 
; of bringing that apostate one under this 
ion of the -Second Death, from which there 
rection or release.—Luke 12: 4, 5 ; Matthew 

course, in connection with exhibitions of 
•raritude to God we must consider how this 

done. This being an aire of the Spirit, 
>irit of power, and of love, and of a sound 
> mind (2 Timothy 1: 7), dancing and 
sical demonstrations are not encouraged 
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was an opportuni ty to express contempt—Vain fellow, 
what a sight you made of yourself! 

The effect of such a comment, if given heed to, 
would be to discourage exhibitions of love and zeal 
and gra t i tude to Clod. David had to make choice 
between prais ing God and pleasing Michal. and he 
chose the former. So now among professed b re th ren 
in Christ . Some brethren and sisters are filled with 
gra t i tude and praise to God for all His mercies and 
they del ight themselves in His presence a n d favor, 
and show thei r de l ight in Him by g rea t zeal a n d ear­
nestness in His service. Fo r some other b ro the r (or 
sister) to ridicule or make light of thei r fervor of 
spiri t is a very serious offence in the Lord ' s sight. 
inasmuch as interference with thei r devotion to God 
might be injurious to their spiritual welfare and re­
sult in tiif cooling of their ardor and possibly a 
giving up of their efforts to win the prize of the high 
calling. For one brother to interfere with ano the r ' s 
spir i tual welfare is more serious than to take his 
physical life. Fo r as our Lord said: " w h o s o shall 
offend [i.e. cause to offend or sin] one of these li t t le 
ones which believe in me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the dep th of the s ea . " (Matthew 
I S : <).) Children well i l lustrate the humble disciple 
of Christ, as indicated by the words " these li t t le ones 
which believe in nw." These should have the pro­
tection of all, but all do not pro tec t ; some injure 
them and incur grave responsibility. " I t must needs 
be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom* 
! lie offence cometh . " 

Again, the Lord compared the value of the human 
life with the new life in Christ, when He said that 
men could kill the body, but after that could do no 
iimre. Though the believer is dead, yet God will 
raise him from the dead and give him his reward . 
On the other hand. God can destroy both soul and 
body in Gehenna. Hence those who lead the Christ ian 
astray and cause him to offend and to lose the love 
of Christ which he once had in his hear t are in fact 
I he means of bringing that apostate one under this 
condemnation of the Second Death, from which there 
is no resurrection or release.—Luke 12: 4, 5 ; Matthew 
10 : 28. 

Then, of course, in connection with exhibitions of 
praise and gra t i tude to God we must consider how th is 
can best be done. This being an aire of the Spir i t , 
which is a Spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound 
or reasonable mind (2 Timothy 1: 7 ) , dancing and 
such like physical demons t ra t ions a re not encouraged 
in Scr ip ture . For we have other Scr iptures exhort­
ing to quietness and self control while witnessing a 
good confession. (1 Timothy 6 : 11 , 12 ; 2 : 2 ; 3 : 1-7.) 
Worship and praise, s tudy of the Scr ip tures , and «'on-
duct of Christian gatherings should be done " d e ­
cently and in o rde r . "—1 Corinthians 14: 40. 
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