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O N E GOD, O N E L O R D , O N E S P I R I T 

The articles in this issue, except the last, were first pub-
lished in these columns serially in 1912. Subsequently they 
were published' in book form under the title, ' ' The Chris-
tian 's Comforter . " This book is now out of print. The 
subject being one of the most majestic—not to say vital—• 
of a l l that can engage the attention of the people of God, 
and enquiries for the book being frequent, it has seemed 
desirable to republish the series. The final article in this 
issue, which gives the title to the whole, was first published 
in the N.C.A. for May, 1933. May Divine Grace attend and 
Divine Power speed the spreading abroad of these sacred 
truthsI 

T H E H O L Y S P I R I T O F G O D 

AB S O L U T E L Y N E C E S S A R Y for the v e r y e x i s -
tence of G o d ' s people as such , both i n d i v i d u a l l y 
a n d i n congregations, the H o l y S p i r i t i s one 

of the l east w e l l k n o w n of a l l the g i f t s w h i c h G o d 
has grac i ous ly g iven H i s people t h r o u g h J e s u s 
C h r i s t , our blessed Redeeme r a n d Media tor . A n d 
w h e r e a s i n the W o r d of G o d w e are t o l d the most 
w o n d e r f u l a n d b e a u t i f u l fac t s about the H o l y S p i r i t , 
m a n y f a n t a s t i c imposs ib i l i t i es are asc r ibed to the 
H o l y S p i r i t by suc h as are not c a r e f u l to compare 
t h e i r i m a g i n i n g s w i t h the sober r e a l i t i e s of the 
W o r d of T r u t h . 

T h a t the H o l y S p i r i t should be sent to G o d ' s 
people, to abide w i t h them, h a d been foreto ld b y pro -
phets of o ld a n d promised by our S a v i o u r . J o e l h a d 
s a i d , i n d i c a t i n g a t ime f u t u r e f r o m h i s d a y * — 

A n d it shall come to pass afterward, that I w i l l pour 
out my spirit upon a l l flesh; and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions: 

A n d also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in 
those days w i l l I pour out my spiri t /—Joel 2: 28, 29. 

O n l y a shor t w h i l e before H i s c r u c i f i x i o n the 
S a v i o u r s a i d to the d isc ip les ( J o h n 1 4 : 16, 17, 2 6 ) — 

16 And I w i l l pray the Father , and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

17 E v e n the Spirit of t ruth : . . . 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 

Father w i l l send in my name, . . . 
15: 26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I w i l l 

send unto you from the Father , even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father , he shall testify of me. 

*.Toel prophesied about 800 B . C . 

T h e fu l f i lmen t of J o e l ' s prophecy a n d of our 
L o r d ' s promise began on the D a y of Pentecost f o l -
l o w i n g our L o r d ' s ascension, a n d the great event 
that there took place w a s so a l l u d e d to b y the 
Apost l e P e t e r , who w a s h imse l f one of the rec ip ients 
of the h e a v e n l y b less ing . H e s a i d — 

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joe l ; 
— A c t s 2: 16. 

T h e n he quoted the prophecy above r e f e r r e d to, 
f o l l o w i n g i t w i t h a discourse on the death a n d r e -
s u r r e c t i o n of J e s u s , a n n o u n c i n g t h a t " G o d h a t h 
made t h a t same J e s u s , w h o m y e have cruc i f ied , both 
L o r d a n d C h r i s t . " N e a r the end of t h i s discourse , 
Peter , r e f e r r i n g ev ident ly to the precious promise 
of the M a s t e r g iven but a f e w w e e k s before, s a i d — 

Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear .— 
Acts 2: 33. 

W e h a v e there fore to d i s t i n g u i s h between the 
H o l y S p i r i t of G o d a n d the mani fes ta t i ons or ope-
ra t i ons of H i s S p i r i t . T h a t w h i c h descended upon 
a l l the w a i t i n g d isc ip les w a s the power of G o d 
t h r o u g h C h r i s t , a n d i t s operat ions w e r e v a r i o u s , as 
descr ibed i n the book of the A c t s a n d i n the apos-
to l i c E p i s t l e s . S i n c e Pentecost the S p i r i t has been 
g i v e n to e v e r y one w h o becomes a s incere be l iever 
i n J e s u s , as P a u l wrote to the E p h e s i a n s ( 1 : 1 3 ) — 
" . . . . i n w h o m also a f t e r t h a t ye be l ieved , y e 
w e r e sealed w i t h t h a t h o l y S p i r i t of p r o m i s e ; " 
though not a l l r e ce ived the same " g i f t s . " — 1 C o r i n -
t h i a n s 1 2 : 4-14; R o m a n s 1 2 : 3-8. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t ' s presence w i t h the C h u r c h be ing 
e v i d e n t l y of s u c h v a s t importance , i t i s most c e r t a i n 
t h a t i t behooves us to acquire a l l the i n f o r m a t i o n 
a v a i l a b l e concern ing the S p i r i t a n d the S p i r i t ' s 
w o r k . A n d w h i l e these s tudies are not u n d e r t a k e n 
w i t h the expec tat ion t h a t i n them a l l w i l l be p r e -
sented t h a t w o u l d be prof i table to consider , i t is 
hoped t h a t the w a y to acqu is i t i on of a d d i t i o n a l 
knowledge m a y at l eas t be so opened u p a n d 
po inted out t h a t the f u r t h e r p u r s u i t of the s t u d y 
w i l l have been somewhat f a c i l i t a t e d for a l l searchers 
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of the S c r i p t u r e s . T h e e x a m i n a t i o n w i l l begin b y 
a n i n q u i r y into the v a r i o u s operat ions of G o d ' s H o l y 
S p i r i t as descr ibed i n the O l d Tes tament . 

The H o l y S p i r i t as D iv in e Creative Power 

I n the v e r y f i rs t pages of the B i b l e , the H o l y 
S p i r i t i s ment ioned (Genes is 1 : 1 , 2 ) — 

1 I n the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
2 A n d the earth was without form, and void; and dark-

ness was upon the face of the deep. A n d the Spirit of God 
moved [literally, was brooding] upon the face of the 
waters. 

H e r e the S p i r i t of G o d w a s mani fes ted i n H i s 
c rea t i ve power or energy , d i rec ted b y H i m to the 
b r i n g i n g of order out of the chaos w h i c h p r e v a i l e d 
w h i l e the e a r t h w a s w i t h o u t f o r m , a n d vo id . L i g h t 
w a s brought i n ; a n expanse , to separate the w a t e r s 
above f r o m the w a t e r s beneath, w a s f o r m e d ; the 
d r y l a n d w a s caused to appear w h e n the w a t e r s be-
neath the expanse or f i rmamen t w e r e gathered into 
s e a s ; vegetat ion w a s brought f o r t h f r o m the e a r t h ; 
the h e a v e n l y bodies began t h e i r r u l e over the d a y 
a n d the n i g h t ; the w a t e r s brought f o r t h fish a n d 
f o w l , each w i t h power to reproduce i t s k i n d ; the 
e a r t h brought f o r t h c reep ing th ings a n d four- footed 
beasts a n d cat t le , also w i t h r eproduc t i ve powers . 
A n d , l a s t of a l l , the h u m a n p a i r w a s created i n the 
d iv ine l ikeness and of substances f u r n i s h e d by the 
e a r t h , to r u l e over a l l these w o n d e r f u l c reatures , a n d 
also to fill the e a r t h w i t h t h e i r o w n progeny . A l l 
t h i s w a s done b y the power of the D i v i n e S p i r i t as 
the creative energy of the A l m i g h t y , th is statement 
be ing made w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e to the f a c t t h a t the 
S o n of G o d w a s i n t i m a t e l y associated w i t h the w o r k 
( J o h n 1 : 1 - 3 ) ; a n d there w e r e present h e a v e n l y 
angels who re j o i c e d i n H i s w o r k . ( J o b 3 8 : 4-7.) The 
H o l y S p i r i t i s t h u s seen to h a v e been assoc iated 
w i t h the v e r y beg inn ing of t h i s e a r t h a n d i t s a f -
f a i r s . 

The H o l y S p i r i t as Contending Power 

A n d the L o r d said, M y spirit shall not always strive with 
man, for that he also is flesh; yet his days shall be an 
hundred and twenty years.—Genesis 6: 3. 

W h e n God by the H o l y S p i r i t , m a n i f e s t as c r e a t i v e 
e n e r g y or power , c reated m a n , H e c reated h i m i n 
H i s o w n l ikeness . (Genes is 1 : 26.) I t i s ev ident 
t h a t the l ikeness spoken of w a s not t h a t of bod i l y 
substance, because G o d i s a S p i r i t , whereas m a n is 
f lesh, a n d these t w o are separate a n d d i s t i n c t f r o m 
each other. T h e r e are n a t u r a l , or fleshly, bodies, 
a n d there are s p i r i t u a l bodies, but the tw o are not 
the same. ( J o h n 4 : 2 4 ; 3 : 6 ; 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 40, 
44 . ) T h e po int i n w h i c h m a n — t h o u g h a l i t t l e l o w e r 
t h a n the angels ( P s a l m 8 : 4 - 8 )—w a s made i n the 
l ikeness of G o d w a s , w e apprehend , t h a t his m e n t a l 
a n d m o r a l f a c u l t i e s resembled those of h is C r e a t o r . 
H e h a d a m i n d s i m i l a r to God ' s m i n d , able to ap-
prec iate the th ings w h i c h G o d approved , a n d to 
abhor the th ings w h i c h G o d condemned. T h i s being 
so, i t is not dif f icult to u n d e r s t a n d t h a t the perfect 
obedience r e q u i r e d b y God f r o m the m a n i n the gar-
den of E d e n was a condition in w h i c h the man was 

able to acquiesce as j u s t a n d reasonable, a n d aga ins t 
w h i c h he w o u l d f e e l no resentment . 

B u t the test came, the m a n f e l l f r o m h is estate 
of obedience into a condi t ion of disobedience, a n d 
i m m e d i a t e l y the l ikeness to h i s C r e a t o r w a s less d i s -
t i n c t t h a n i t h a d been. I t w a s as though the keen 
edge of a blade h a d become dul led , a n d a s m a l l n i c k 
made i n i t b y s t r i k i n g i t aga inst a substance i t w a s 
not in tended to cut . M a n being d ismissed the 
G a r d e n , the effect of disobedience became more 
not iceable i n succeeding generat i ons ; the edge quite 
lost i t s keenness , w h i l e the n i c k s m u l t i p l i e d a n d 
became l a r g e r , a n d m a n y of t h e m h a d ragged edges, 
so t h a t the genera l state of the blade w a s altogether 
d i sgrace fu l . 

A b o u t one h u n d r e d a n d t w e n t y y e a r s before the 
flood w a s brought upon the e a r t h , G o d looked d o w n 
a n d s a w how f a r a s t r a y m a n h a d gone b y t h a t t ime , 
a n d H e sa id , " M y s p i r i t s h a l l not a l w a y s s t r i v e [ o r 
contend] w i t h m a n , f or t h a t he also is f l e s h . " 

G o d ' s a t t i tude t o w a r d m e n i n respect of s i n i s 
i n d i c a t e d b y the f a c t t h a t w h e n s i n entered G o d d i d 
not g ive men over to u n r e s t r a i n e d e v i l doing. H a v -
i n g made m a n i n H i s o w n image, G o d ' s desire w a s , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the f a l l , to see t h a t image r e -
t a i n e d i n the m i n d a n d conduct of m e n ; a n d to 
t h a t end G o d r u l e d over m e n a n d p u n i s h e d them f o r 
t h e i r s ins , as demonstrated i n H i s deal ings w i t h 
C a i n a n d L a m e c h . (Genes is 4 : 9-16, 23, 24.) Some 
f e w w a l k e d w i t h God , E n o c h a n d N o a h be ing named , 
a n d poss ib ly the second L a m e c h (Genes is 5 : 21-24, 
2 9 ) , but the v a s t m a j o r i t y became so s u n k i n i n i -
q u i t y t h a t G o d w o u l d no longer contend for H i s 
r i g h t f u l pos i t ion as R u l e r , y e t gave them another 
120 y e a r s before H e destroyed t h a t e v i l w o r l d or 
order of th ings i n the flood. Meant ime N o a h a n d 
h i s people w h o h a d f ound f a v o u r i n H i s s ight h a d 
b u i l t the a r k b y d iv ine d irect ion . These w e r e 
f a v o u r a b l e to the D i v i n e r u l e , so w i t h them G o d 
s t a r t e d the n e w dispensat ion a f t e r the flood. 
G o d ' s H o l y S p i r i t w a s a S p i r i t of R ighteous -
ness, a n d H e w a s g r i e v ed to see the e a r t h 
c o r rupted a n d filled w i t h v io lence . (Genes is 6 : 
6, 7, 13.) N o a h w a s p r e s e r v e d because he 
w a s r ighteous , a n d w o u l d , a f t e r the flood, be the 
beg inn ing of a r ighteous order of t h i n g s i n w h i c h 
the t r u e G o d w o u l d be worsh ipped . N o a h w a s not 
s inless , but G o d counted h i s f a i t h f o r r ighteous-
ness. (Genes is 7 : 1 , 5 ; 8 : 18 -22 ; 9 : 1 1 ; 2 P e t e r 2 : 
5 ; H e b r e w s 1 1 : 6, 7.) G o d ' s pun i shment of s i n , b y 
the des t ruc t i on of the " w o r l d t h a t t h e n w a s , " has 
se rved since as a w a r n i n g to a l l w h o k n o w the h i s -
t o r y of those t imes . ( 2 P e t e r 3 : 5-12.) A n d G o d ' s 
H o l y S p i r i t t h r o u g h the apostle P e t e r t e l l s of a new 
heavens a n d a n e w e a r t h * ( a n e w order of t h i n g s 
y e t to come) , i n w h i c h w i l l d w e l l r ighteousness 
(verse 1 3 ) ; a K i n g d o m i n w h i c h G o d w i l l i n s t r u c t 

* F o r further references to the three " h e a v e n s " and three 
" e a r t h s " mentioned in 2 Peter 3, and explanation as to 
what they stand for, please see " B i b l e Ta lks for Heart and 
M i n d , " chapter 2; also " T h e New E r a . " 
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a n d e x t e n d m e r c y to m a n y w h o i n the present l i f e 
h a v e f o l l owed t h e i r o w n e v i l w a y s . 

The Holy Spir i t Conferring Wisdom i n A r t s and 
Grafts 

(1) And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, (2) See, I 
have called by name Bezaleel the son of U r i , the son of Hur , 
of the tribe of J u d a h : (3) And I have filled him with the 
spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in 
knowledge, and in al l manner of workmanship, (4) To devise 
cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
(5) And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving 
of timber, to work in al l manner of workmanship.—Exodus 
31 : 1-5; also vss. 6-11; 35: 30-35; 28: 3. 

W h e n the I s r a e l i t e s le f t E g y p t , they h a d among 
them no s k i l l e d a r t i s t s or c ra f t smen . H a v i n g been 
the s laves of P h a r a o h , they h a d no oppor tun i ty to 
l e a r n a n y t h i n g better t h a n r o u g h labour . T h e r e -
fore, when the tabernacle had to be erected and i t s 
f u r n i s h i n g s prepared , the c h i l d r e n of I s r a e l h a d 
among them none w h o h a d been t r a i n e d for s u c h 
w o r k . B u t God , the great A r t i s t a n d C r a f t s m a n of 
the U n i v e r s e , the D e s i g n e r a n d C r e a t o r of a l l th ings , 
i n c l u d i n g m a n w i t h h i s w o n d e r f u l body, a n d h is 
m i n d i n the l ikeness of t h a t of h i s C r e a t o r , h a d the 
necessary w i s d o m a n d s k i l l , a n d H e h a d also the 
a b i l i t y to t r a n s f e r some of i t to B e z a l e e l w i t h o u t 
r e q u i r i n g h i m to serve a l ong apprent i cesh ip at 
the t rades . T h e need be ing present , G o d met i t b y 
f i l l i n g B e z a l e e l w i t h H i s H o l y S p i r i t — a S p i r i t of 
power , w i t h w i sdom, u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d knowledge , 
to devise a n d execute a l l m a n n e r of c u n n i n g w o r k s . 
T h i s man i f e s t a t i o n of the H o l y S p i r i t w a s v e r y 
s i m i l a r to the d iv ine c reat ive power mani f e s ted at 
the beg inning .—Genes i s 1 : 2. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t G i v i n g Power to Prophesy and 
Wisdom for Judgment 

And the L o r d said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy 
men of the elders of Israel , whom thou knowest to be the 
elders of the people, and officers over them; . . . and 
1 w i l l take of the spirit which is upon thee, and w i l l put 

.it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. . . . And 
the L o r d . . . took of the spirit that was upon him, 
and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, 
that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, 
and did not cease. . . . would God that a l l the L o r d ' s 
people were prophets, and that the L o r d would put his 
spirit upon them.—Numbers 11 : 16, 17, 25-29. 

Moses w a s perhaps the one except ion to the gene-
r a l l y degraded condit ion of the c h i l d r e n of I s r a e l , 
for he h a d been educated as the adopted son of 
P h a r a o h ' s daughter , a n d we are t o ld t h a t he " w a s 
l e a r n e d i n a l l the w i s d o m of the E g y p t i a n s , a n d 
w a s m i g h t y i n w o r d s a n d i n d e e d s . " ( A c t s 7 : 22.) 
Y e t i t w a s not by th i s w i s d o m t h a t he w a s enabled 
to l ead the I s r a e l i t e s a n d judge them, but b y the 
H o l y S p i r i t w h i c h G o d put upon h i m . A c c o r d i n g 
to the account i n N u m b e r s 1 1 , i t w a s the S p i r i t of 
G o d , g ranted to Moses to empower h i m f o r h i s great 
t a s k , w h i c h w a s g iven also to the seventy e lders 
t h a t Moses presented before the L o r d . T h e seventy 
w e r e not l earned i n a l l the w i s d o m of the E g y p t i a n s 
as Moses h a d b e e n ; but t h a t f a c t w a s no obstacle 

to G o d w h e n the t ime came for t h e m to be used as 
ass is tants to Moses i n the w o r k of b e a r i n g the b u r -
den of the people. T h e S p i r i t w a s p laced upon 
them, a n d f o r t h w i t h t h e y w e r e able to prophesy , 
a n d w e r e g i v e n w i s d o m to act as judges over the 
people, to r e l i eve Moses of m u c h of t h a t labour . 
Not b y w o r l d l y educat ion, nor b y ignorance , but 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g w o r l d l y w i s d o m a n d i n spite of 
ignorance , w e r e Moses a n d the seventy e lders en -
abled b y the H o l y S p i r i t p u t upon t h e m to bear the 
great b u r d e n of the m u r m u r i n g m u l t i t u d e . 

The H o l y Spir i t I m p a r t i n g Muscular Strength 

13: 24 A n d the woman bare a son, and called his name 
Samson: and the child grew, and the L o r d blessed him. 

25 And the Spirit of the L o r d began to move him at times 
in the camp of Dan between Zorak and Eshtaol . . . . 

14: 5 Then went Samson . . . and came to . . . T imnath : 
and, behold, a young lion roared against him. 

6 A n d the Spirit of the L o r d came mightily upon him, 
and he rent him as he would have rent a kid , and he had 
nothing in his hand: . . .—Judges 13: 24, 25; 14: 5, 6. 
See also vs. 19; 15: 14. 

I t is not s tated t h a t Moses a n d the seventy w e r e 
made more m u s c u l a r t h a n t h ey h a d been before the 
H o l y S p i r i t w a s put upon them to g ive t h e m w i s d o m ; 
a n d i t i s r e a d i l y seen t h a t Samson , a l though the 
H o l y S p i r i t moved h i m to feats of immense s t r e n g t h , 
w a s not b y t h a t S p i r i t made v e r y w ise . 

T h i s ind i ca tes t h a t the L o r d has bestowed H i s 
S p i r i t at t imes for specific a n d def initely l i m i t e d 
purposes. T h e S p i r i t p u t upon Moses a n d h i s 
seventy ass i s tants could have made them s t rong as 
w e l l as w i s e ; but i t w a s not so done because the 
i n t e n t i o n at the t ime w a s to bestow only w i s d o m . 
T h e same H o l y S p i r i t could have made S a m s o n w i s e 
as w e l l as s t r o n g ; but the L o r d d i d not i n t e r f e re 
w i t h the mani fes ta t i ons of S a m s o n ' s f o l l y , nor de-
l i v e r h i m f r o m the e v i l consequences of i t . 

T h e f a c t t h a t the S p i r i t of the L o r d moved a n d 
s trengthened S a m s o n at t imes to k i l l m e n — a s w h e n 
he s lew t h i r t y m e n of A s h k e l o n i n order to get t h e i r 
a p p a r e l , w h e n he s lew a thousand w i t h the j a w b o n e 
of a n ass, and , f i n a l l y , w h e n he s l ew s e v e r a l t h o u -
sands of the n o b i l i t y of the P h i l i s t i n e s b y p u l l i n g 
d o w n the p i l l a r s ( J u d g e s 1 6 : 2 3 - 3 0 )—h a s been a 
dif f iculty to m a n y m i n d s , a n d the quest ion has been 
asked , W h y d i d not the H o l y S p i r i t move S a m s o n 
to w o r k f o r the convers ion a n d s a l v a t i o n of the 
P h i l i s t i n e s , ins tead of s t r e n g t h e n i n g h i m to k i l l 
them? T h e a n s w e r to th i s reasonable query i s i n 
the f a c t t h a t G o d has not f orgot ten these heathen , 
but has appointed another t ime i n w h i c h H e w i l l 
dea l w i t h t h e m to en l ighten them a n d give them 
the oppor tun i ty for s a l v a t i o n w h i c h the y d i d not 
have i n the past . G o d ' s then deal ings w i t h the 
" e v i l n e i g h b o u r s " of H i s people were on different 
l ines a n d f o r other purposes ; not p r e j u d i c i a l , how-
ever, to H i s purpose to make the w a y of sa lvat ion 
k n o w n to them i n due course. W h a t H e proposes 
to do for those " e v i l n e i g h b o u r s " w h e n H e ra i ses 
them f r o m death is f o re to ld i n J e r e m i a h 1 2 : 14-17, 
w h i c h a l l should r e a d e a r e f u l l y . 
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The H o l y S p i r i t Moving S a u l and H i s Messengers 
to Prophesy 

20 A n d Saul sent messengers to take D a v i d : and when 
they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and 
Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God 
was upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 

23 . . . and the Spirit of God was upon him [Saul] also, and 
he went on, and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in 
Bamah. . . . Wherefore they say, I s Saul also among 
the prophets?—1 Samuel 19: 20-24. 

I f the biceps of S a m s o n could be contro l l ed b y 
the H o l y S p i r i t a n d t h e i r s t r e n g t h m a g n i f i e d ; i f 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y w i s d o m cou ld by the same S p i r i t be 
con ferred upon Moses a n d h i s seventy ass i s tants , we 
n o w see t h a t the v o c a l organs of S a u l a n d h i s three 
bands of messengers could be used , even aga ins t 
t h e i r w i l l s , b y the H o l y S p i r i t ; so t h a t those w h o set 
out to capture D a v i d w e r e made to prophesy , a n d 
w e r e thus prevented f r o m f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r a n d S a u l ' s 
e v i l desire. 

T h i s need not seem s u r p r i s i n g . D o not the S c r i p -
tures s a y t h a t the S p i r i t of G o d w a s exerc i sed i n 
c rea t i ve energy to m a k e the first m a n ? I f so, i t 
m i g h t on ly be expected t h a t the S p i r i t c o u l d — a n d 
w o u l d on o c c a s i o n — s t i l l e x e r t a power over m e n ' s 
bod i ly organs, as i n the case of S a u l . 

T h e prophet ic u t terances of S a u l a n d h is messen-
gers are not recorded, hence we m a y gather t h a t 
t h e y d i d not spec ia l l y concern us . E x c e p t i n g the 
prophecy of C a i a p h a s , the w i c k e d h i g h pr ies t ( J o h n 
1 1 : 47 -53 ) , the prophecies for the i n s t r u c t i o n of 
G o d ' s people w e r e not (as f a r as w e c a n r e c a l l ) 
g i v e n t h r o u g h e v i l a n d u n w i l l i n g prophets , but b y 
means of m e n w h o w e r e devoted to G o d , a n d w e r e 
s e e k i n g f a i t h f u l l y to do H i s w i l l . T h e N e w T e s t a -
ment w i l l t e l l us more about these. 

A L y i n g S p i r i t from the L o r d 

Now therefore, behold, the L o r d hath put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of al l these thy prophets, and the L o r d hath 
spoken evil concerning thee .—1 Kings 22: 23; 2 Chronicles 
18: 1-22; see also E z e k i e l 14: 6-11. 

I n the J e w i s h age, i f a s incere J e w made i n q u i r y 
of the L o r d i n the appointed w a y about a n y m a t t e r 
concern ing h i s w e l f a r e , he w a s g i v e n a t r u e a n s w e r 
c o v e r i n g e v e r y t h i n g he needed to k n o w f o r h i s o w n 
benefit. ( E x o d u s 1 8 : 15, 1 6 ; L e v i t i c u s 2 4 - 1 2 , 1 3 ; 
N u m b e r s 2 7 : 1-5; P s a l m 2 7 : 4.) B u t i f a n y one 
h a d become ido la t rous a n d w o r s h i p p e d other so-
ca l l ed gods besides J e h o v a h , the on ly t r u e G o d , a n d 
t h e n came t h r o u g h h i s fa l se pr ies ts or prophets to 
i n q u i r e of J e h o v a h , G o d w o u l d not a n s w e r them. I f 
the fa l se prophets c l a i m e d to be prophets of the 
L o r d , the L o r d w o u l d not guide t h e i r thoughts or 
w o r d s by H i s H o l y S p i r i t . O n the c o n t r a r y , H e 
w o u l d a l l ow t h e m to prophesy a c c o r d i n g to the 
s p i r i t of t h e i r v a i n imag inat i ons a n d desires, a n d so 
both prophet a n d enqu i rer w o u l d be entang led i n 
the n e t of t h e i r o w n se l f -decept ion ; a n d e v i l w o u l d 
b e f a l l them i n accordance w i t h the prophesy ings of 
H i s o w n i n s p i r e d prophets , because H e w o u l d desire 
the d o w n f a l l of the ido la ter or w i c k e d person. 

T h e genera l p r i n c i p l e g o v e r n i ng such cases i n O l d 
T e s t a m e n t t imes i s s ta ted i n E z e k i e l 1 4 : 6-11, a n d a 
case i n point i s t h a t of A h a b , l i k e w h o m there w a s 
none t h a t so ld h i m s e l f to w o r k w i ckednes s i n the 
s ight of G o d ( 1 K i n g s 2 1 : 25, 2 6 ) , whose exper ience 
i n be ing deceived by fa l se prophets i s descr ibed i n 
1 K i n g s 22. 

M i c a i a h , G o d ' s prophet , w a s g i v e n a symbol i c 
d r e a m i n w h i c h the l y i n g s p i r i t w a s shown, a n d t h i s 
l y i n g s p i r i t must not be misunderstood as a n agent 
of the ho ly God , but as representat ive of the fa l se 
p r o p h e t s — s u c h as the 400 ment ioned i n 1 K i n g s 2 2 : 
6—ever r e a d y to l e a d I s r a e l a s t r a y , w i t h whose 
w r o n g d e t e r m i n a t i on G o d d i d not a l w a y s in ter f e re , 
but o f ten l e d t h e m to d isaster . 

Never the less , even i f a prophet i n O l d T e s t a m e n t 
t imes gave a s i g n or wonder , a n d i t came to pass as 
he h a d pred ic ted , the people w e r e to h a v e sufficient 
knowledge a n d s t a b i l i t y of ch arac ter to r e f r a i n f r o m 
f o l l o w i n g t h a t prophet i f he i n c i t e d them to go a f ter 
other gods. T h e y should know tha t there i s no 
other god t h a n the One W h o l ed them out of E g y p t , 
a n d should t a k e the exper ience as a test p e r m i t t e d 
b y the L o r d t h e i r G o d to t r y a n d prove them. A s 
f o r the w i c k e d prophet w h o t h u s i n c i t e d them, he 
w a s to be put to d e a t h . — D e u t e r o n o my 1 3 : 1-8. 

The Holy S p i r i t Moving Holy M e n of God 
to Prophesy 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the w i l l of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the .Holy Ghost.—2 Peter 1 : 21. 

I t i s not c l a i m e d t h a t the h o l y m e n who w e r e 
m o v e d b y the H o l y S p i r i t w e r e per fec t men. I n 
f a c t , the S c r i p t u r e f r a n k l y points to some of the 
mani f es ta t i ons of t h e i r imper fec t ions , a n d t h u s as -
s ists us to see w h a t w e should a v o i d . B u t these 
sometime e x h i b i t e d wrongdo ings w e r e not the r u l e 
a n d prac t i c e of the l i v e s of the prophets . T h e i r 
r u l e of conduct w a s to do G o d ' s w i l l , t h e i r s i n c e r i t y 
t h e r e i n be ing demonstrated b y t h e i r f a i t h f u l e n d u r -
ance of m u c h persecut ion a n d t r i b u l a t i o n f o r 
r ighteousness ' sake . 

T h e a u t h o r i t y of S c r i p t u r e there fore rests not 
upon these i m p e r f e c t men , nor even upon t h e i r e v i -
dent s i n c e r i t y of h e a r t , bu t upon the f a c t t h a t the 
H o l y S p i r i t " m o v e d " t h e m to speak or w r i t e , so 
t h a t the B i b l e i s not the w o r d of m a n b u t the W o r d 
of God , a n d there fore " p r o f i t a b l e f o r doctr ine , f o r 
reproof , f o r correc t ion , f or i n s t r u c t i o n i n r ighteous -
n e s s : T h a t the m a n of G o d m a y be per fect , tho-
r o u g h l y f u r n i s h e d unto a l l good w o r k s . ' ' T h e H o l y 
S c r i p t u r e s are " a b l e to m a k e thee w i s e unto s a l -
v a t i o n t h r o u g h f a i t h w h i c h i s i n C h r i s t J e s u s . " — 

2 T i m o t h y 3 : 15-17; 1 T i m o t h y 4 : 16. 
A s a test of i t s d i v i n i t y , S c r i p t u r e i t se l f proposes 

someth ing t h a t i s bound to be accepted as conc lu -
s ive ; n a m e l y , the a b i l i t y to p red i c t or f o r e t e l l events 
( I s a i a h 4 1 : 2 1 - 2 6 ) — 

Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 
know that ye are gods. . . . Verse 23. 
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T h e S a v i o u r proposed the same test of H i s c l a i m 
to acceptance as the M e s s i a h — 

Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to 
pass, ye may believe that I am he,—John 13: 19. 

I t i s e x t r e m e l y di f f icult among imper fec t m e n to 
secure f r o m eye wi tnesses of a n event t w o vers ions 
t h a t w i l l e x a c t l y agree. I f , then , i t be so diff icult 
f o r men to agree as to m a t t e r s of f a c t i n the past , 
i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t the a b i l i t y to p r e d i c t f u t u r e events 
i s quite out of t h e i r range . A n y one who c a n fore -
t e l l events h u n d r e d s a n d thousands of y e a r s before 
the t ime , a n d c a n also ind i ca te w h e n these events 
are to occur , i s m a n i f e s t l y i n the en joyment of 
s u p e r h u m a n power . T h e gods of the heathen could 
not g ive th i s power to t h e i r pr ies ts a n d devotees ; 
c e r t a i n l y not, s ince the gods themselves w e r e created 
b y the devotees, a n d i t w a s a toss-up as to w h i c h 
end of the log shou ld w a r m the m a n a n d roast h i s 
meat , a n d w h i c h — i f there happened to be a n y r e s i -
d u e — s h o u l d become the ido l f or h i m to w o r s h i p . 
( I s a i a h 4 4 : 14-20.) N e i t h e r w e r e the e v i l s p i r i t s r e -
l iab le w h o w e r e beh ind a l l fa l se w o r s h i p .— 1 C o r i n -
t h i a n s 1 0 : 19-21. 

B u t the G o d of heaven , W h o by H i s H o l y S p i r i t 
c reated m a n , could also by the same H o l y S p i r i t 
move the prophets to say a n d to w r i t e th ings 
t h a t w e r e beyond t h e i r n a t u r a l a b i l i t y to k n o w a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d , a n d H e has done th i s f r o m t ime to t ime 
as H i s purposes r e q u i r e d , th i s i n s p i r a t i o n of the 
H o l y S p i r i t a p p l y i n g not on ly to the O l d T e s t a m e n t 
h u m a n agencies, but also to those of the N e w T e s t a -
m e n t .— 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 7 : 40. 

I f i t be i n q u i r e d , H o w d i d the H o l y S p i r i t move 
the prophets of G o d ! the a n s w e r is f ound b y n o t i n g 
the v a r i o u s w a y s i n w h i c h the w i l l of G o d has been 
communicated t h r o u g h the h o l y m e n— ( 1 ) B y d i re c t 
w o r d , as f r o m God to Moses i n the g i v i n g of the 
L a w ; ( 2 ) b y dreams w h i c h they w o u l d r e l a te to the 
people; ( 3 ) by g r a n t i n g vis ions of e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
a n d u n n a t u r a l c reatures , such as D a n i e l , E z e k i e l , 
Z e c h a r i a h , a n d J o h n on P a t m o s d e s c r i b e d ; ( 4 ) b y 
d i rec t ac t i on upon the m e n t a l a n d v o c a l organs of 
the one w h o w a s f o r the t ime be ing used as the agent 
of communicat ion , c a u s i n g h i m to s a y t h i n g s t h a t 
he d i d not u n d e r s t a n d , a n d perhaps (as i n the case 
of w i c k e d C a i a p h a s a l r e a d y ment ioned ) d i d not 
sympath ize w i t h . — E x o d u s 1 9 : 2 4 ; 2 0 : 2 2 ; 2 1 : 1 ; 
I s a i a h 7 : 3, 4 ; 6 : 1-13; Genesis 3 7 : 5 ; 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 
1 2 : 1-4; A c t s 2 : 14-36. 

The H o l y S p i r i t Anoint ing our L o r d Jesus Chris t 

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing 
al l that were oppressed of the devi l ; for God was with him, 
— A c t s 10: 38. 

T h e t ime w a s come w h e n the L a w of Moses must 
be superseded b y the grace a n d t r u t h of the Gospe l 
of our L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . ( J o h n 1 : 17.) Moses by 
i n s p i r a t i o n of the H o l y S p i r i t h a d f ore to ld the 
r a i s i n g u p of the G r e a t P r o p h e t , who w a s to be 
obeyed i n a l l th ings b y the people. (Deuteronom y 
1 8 : 15-19.) B u t the L a w C o v e n a n t h a d endured for 
so long, a n d the N e w C o v e n a n t w a s to be so dif fe-

r e n t f r o m i t i n suc h a number of p a r t i c u l a r s , a n d , 
moreover , the J e w s h a d so h a r d e n e d t h e i r hear t s , 
t h a t the acceptance of Mess iah , a n d H i s better sac -
r i f i ce a n d better covenant based upon better pro -
mises, m u s t be a m a t t e r of no l i t t l e d i f f i cul ty to t h a t 
people. A n d the same di f f i cu l ty w o u l d be more or 
less a h i n d r a n c e w h e n C h r i s t w o u l d be preached by 
the apostles a n d ear l iest be l ievers ( w h o w e r e J e w s ) 
among the Gent i l es , who w e r e somewhat acqua inted 
w i t h J e w i s h h i s t o r y a n d w i t h the O l d T e s t a m e n t 
w r i t i n g s . 

I t w a s ob l igatory under the l a w to ano int the 
H i g h P r i e s t , a n d l a t e r on the K i n g s also, w i t h a spe-
c i a l l y prepared oi l used for no other purpose ; i ts 
first use h a v i n g been to anoint the tabernac le a n d 
i ts f u r n i s h i n g s , as w e l l as A a r o n the h i g h pr i es t a n d 
h i s sons. ( E x o d u s 3 0 : 22-33.) A t God ' s command 
S a m u e l ano inted S a u l to be k i n g over I s r a e l . ( 1 
S a m u e l 9 : 1 6 ; 1 0 : 1.) T h e coming of J e s u s C h r i s t 
as G o d ' s A n o i n t e d to be K i n g over I s r a e l w a s fore -
t o ld b y the prophets , also H i s a n o i n t i n g as H i g h 
P r i e s t a f t e r the order of Melchisedec . I t w a s neces-
s a r y , there fore , t h a t J e s u s should be ano inted i n 
fu l f i lment of the prophecies a n d as a c r e d e n t i a l in 
the eyes of the people w h o w e r e l o o k i n g f o r H i m . 
T h i s a n o i n t i n g w a s done, not w i t h the o i l k e p t at 
the temple , but w i t h t h a t w h i c h the o i l typ i f ied . H e 
w a s ano inted w i t h the H o l y S p i r i t sent d o w n f r o m 
heaven at the t ime of H i s bapt i sm b y J o h n . 

B y the H o l y S p i r i t made v i s i b l e to J o h n i n the 
f o r m of a dove, J o h n w a s enabled to recognize J e s u s 
as the S o n of G o d a n d the promised Mess iah . Mes-
s i a h means A n o i n t e d , also the G r e e k - d e r i v e d w o r d 
C h r i s t . J e s u s the C h r i s t means J e s u s the A n o i n t e d . 
F o l l o w i n g t h i s m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the S p i r i t , a V o i c e 
f r o m heaven s a i d , T h i s i s m y beloved Son , i n w h o m 
I a m w e l l p l e a s e d . — M a t t h e w 3 : 13-17; J o h n 1 : 29-34. 

T h e r e f o r e , beg inn ing w i t h the e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y of 
the S a v i o u r , w e find the operations of the H o l y 
S p i r i t e x t r a o r d i n a r y both as to number a n d v a r i e t y . 
T h e m i r a c u l o u s w o r k s w h i c h the F a t h e r t h u s d i d 
t h r o u g h the S o n w e r e offered b y the L o r d to the 
people as H i s c redent ia l s to support H i s c l a i m t h a t 
H e h a d come f r o m G o d : " b e l i e v e me f o r the v e r y 
w o r k s ' s a k e , " w a s H i s pathet i c appeal . ( J o h n 1 4 : 
11.) A n d t h e i r r e j e c t i o n of H i m n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
the m i g h t y w o r k s w a s one of the s ins H e denounced 
aga inst t h e m — " I f I h a d not done among them the 
w o r k s w h i c h none other m a n d i d , t h e y h a d not h a d 
s i n : but n o w h a v e t h e y both seen a n d h a t e d both me 
a n d m y F a t h e r . " ( J o h n 1 5 : 24. ) Y e t some u n d e r -
stood, a n d be l ieved, a n d c o n f e s s e d — " R a b b i , w e 
k n o w t h a t t h o u a r t a teacher come f r o m G o d : f o r 
no m a n c a n do these m i r a c l e s t h a t t h o u doest, except 
G o d be w i t h h i m . " ( J o h n 3 : 2 . ) T h e H o l y S p i r i t 
i n m i r a c l e - w o r k i n g power w a s con ferred b y our 
L o r d d u r i n g H i s m i n i s t r y upon the apostles ( M a t -
t h e w 1 0 : 1-20) , a n d u p o n s e v e n t y other be l ievers . 
( L u k e 1 0 : 1-16.) B u t a f t e r H i s ascension, w h e n H e 
h a d obtained the promise f r o m the F a t h e r , the H o l y 
S p i r i t i n m i r a c l e - w o r k i n g powe r w a s poured out on 
the d a y of Pentecos t upon a l l the w a i t i n g be l i evers , 
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a n d f r o m t h a t t ime i t w a s the p r i v i l e g e of e v e r y 
be l iever to rece ive such a t e s t i m o n i a l f r o m heaven . 

The H o l y S p i r i t Moving the Members of the 
E a r l y C h u r c h 

4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit . 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal . 

8 F o r to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; 
to another the word of knowledge by the same S p i r i t ; 

9 To another faith by the same Spir i t ; to another the 
gifts of healing by the same Spir i t ; 

10 To another the working of miracles; to another pro-
phecy; to another discerning of spirits ; to another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 

11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit , 
dividing to every man severally as he w i l l .—1 Corinthians 
12: 4-11. 

A s the power to w o r k m i r a c l e s w a s one of our 
L o r d ' s h e a v e n l y c redent ia l s , so w a s the same power 
a heaven l y tes t imony on behal f of the e a r l y C h u r c h , 
t h a t they w e r e r i g h t i n accept ing J e s u s as t h e i r 
Mediator ins tea d of Moses, a n d the N e w C o v e n a n t 
ins tead of the L a w Covenant , a n d t h a t t h e i r p r e a c h -
i n g of H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n a n d e x a l t a t i o n w a s the T r u t h 
— - " G o d also b e a r i n g them wi tness , both w i t h s igns 
and wonders , and w i t h d iver s m i r a c l e s , and g i f t s of 
the H o l y Ghost , a c c o r d i n g to H i s o w n w i l l " 
( H e b r e w s 2 : 4 ) . I t i s to be noted, however , t h a t 
aside f r o m the genera l out -pour ing on the d a y of 
Pentecost upon the J e w i s h be l ievers ( A c t s 2 ) a n d a 
s i m i l a r demonstrat ion on the occasion of the Gospe l 
be ing f i rst preaehed to the Gent i l es i n the house of 
Corne l ius ( A c t s 1 0 ) , the H o l y S p i r i t as a m i r a c l e -
w o r k i n g power w a s not con fer red upon be l ievers 
except by the l a y i n g on of the h a n d s of a n Apos t l e 
of the L a m b . ( A c t s 8.- 14-17; 1 9 : 1-7.) T h i s s e r v e d 
to d i s t i n g u i s h the apostles i n the i r h i g h posit ion, a n d 
also to show t h a t the presence of these g i f ts i n the 
C h u r c h w a s to be on ly t e m p o r a r y , the power to 
bestow them pass ing a w a y w i t h the l a s t of the 
apostles, a n d the g i f ts themselves " f a i l i n g , " " v a n -
i s h i n g , " a n d " c e a s i n g " f r o m the C h u r c h a t the 

decease of the l a s t be l iever w h o h a d h a d apostol ic 
hands l a i d upon h i m .— 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 13 : 8. 

" A More E x c e l l e n t W a y " 

Of our L o r d i t i s w r i t t e n t h a t " G o d g i v e th not 
the S p i r i t b y measure unto h i m . " ( J o h n 3 : 34.) 
Of the mani fes ta t i ons of the H o l y S p i r i t so f a r m e n -
t ioned i n others, most w e r e m e c h a n i c a l . E x c e l l e n t 
a n d desirable as these mani f es ta t i ons of d i v i n e 
power were , the h u m a n agents t h r o u g h w h i c h the 
power operated w e r e not necessar i l y better or worse 
i n c h a r a c t e r f or the exper ience . A s i d e f r o m these, 
there are other mani f es ta t i ons of the S p i r i t i n the 
c h a r a c t e r a n d l i v e s of H i s d isc ip les . A f t e r enume-
r a t i n g v a r i o u s g i f t s , the Apos t l e s a i d — 

B u t covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto 
you a more excellent way. Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand al l mysteries, and 
all knowledge; and though [ have all faith, so that 1 could 
remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing.—1 
Corinthians 12: 31 to 13: 2. 

L o v e i s the " m o r e exce l l ent w a y " of m a n i f e s t i n g 
the possession of the power of the H o l y S p i r i t ope-
r a t i n g i n us . A n d th is is not something aside f r o m 
the H o l y S p i r i t , bu t another m a n i f e s t a t i o n of i t , a 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the same disposi t ion as i s possessed 
by a n d mani fes ted i n G o d a n d H i s dear Son . T h e 
" m o r e exce l l ent w a y , " then , is t h a t G o d ' s people 
should have the H o l y S p i r i t i n t h e m deve lop ing a 
c h a r a c t e r a n d disposit ion of love, a n d p r o d u c i n g the 
blessed f r u i t of " l o v e , j o y , peace, l ongsuf fer ing , gen-
tleness, goodness, f a i t h , meekness , temperance [ se l f -
c o n t r o l ] , " aga inst w h i c h there is no l a w . ( G a l a -
t i a n s 5 : 22, 23. ) " A good m o r a l c h a r a c t e r , " s a y s 
some one. N o : t h i s is f a r above a good m o r a l c h a -
r a c t e r , w h i c h does no more t h a n p a y i t s debts a n d 
a b s t a i n f r om i n j u r i n g a n y one. A good m o r a l c h a -
r a c t e r m a y be demonstrated by a heathen unbe-
l i ever , but he w i l l not g a i n e v e r l a s t i n g l i f e f or t h a t . 
Moreover, the C h r i s t i a n v i r t u e s have to be added to 
faith (2 Pe ter 1 : 5-15) , so the unbel iever is quite 
on the outside, however good his m o r a l i t y m a y be. 

The Holy Spirit as Comforter and Guide 

BE I N G i n t i m a t e l y assoc iated w i t h our sub jec t , 
the t e a c h i n g of S c r i p t u r e concern ing the e x -
ceedingly i m p o r t a n t p a r t t h a t the H o l y S p i r i t 

bears i n the operat ions of G o d ' s p r o v i d e n t i a l over -
r u l i n g s on beha l f of H i s people requ i res cons idera -
t i o n . I n th i s capac i ty , the S p i r i t i s symbol ized b y 
" s e v e n e y e s . " T h e " L a m b as i t h a d been s l a i n " 
has " s e v e n eyes, w h i c h are the seven S p i r i t s of G o d 
sent f o r t h into a l l the e a r t h ; " the L a m b has also 
" s e v e n h o r n s , " s y m b o l i z i n g probab l y the f a c t t h a t 
the r i s e n L o r d h a s a l l power i n h e a v e n a n d i n e a r t h , 
a n d t h a t H e i s there fore author i zed to send the 
" e y e s " into a l l the e a r t h to behold the state of 

God ' s people a n d to w a t c h over t h e i r w e l f a r e . — 
R e v e l a t i o n 5 : 6 ; Z e e h a r i a h 4 : 1 0 ; M a t t h e w 2 8 : 18. 

The H o l y S p i r i t as the " E y e s " of Divine 
Providence 

I n the m i d s t of the throne w h i c h J o h n s a w i n h i s 
v i s i o n , a n d r o u n d about the throne , w e r e f o u r 
" b e a s t s " ( l i t e r a l l y , " l i v i n g c r e a t u r e s " ) . These w e r e 
f u l l of " e y e s " before a n d beh ind , i l l u s t r a t i n g the 
fa c t t h a t n o t h i n g escapes the observat ion of the 
p r o v i d e n t i a l overs ight of G o d ' s S p i r i t . T h e " l i v i n g 
c r e a t u r e s ' ' r epresent the prov idence of G o d i n ac t i on 
— m i g h t y as a " l i o n , " pa t i ent as a n " o x , " i n t e l l i -
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gent as a " m a n , " a n d w i t h the swi f tness a n d cer-
t a i n t y of d i r e c t i o n of a " f l y i n g e a g l e . " ( R e v e l a -
t i o n 4 : 6-8.) I t i s not only the prov ince of G o d ' s 
prov idence to g l o r i f y H i m , but also to observe w i t h 
the " e y e s " ( the H o l y S p i r i t ) the condi t ion of H i s 
people a n d , w h e n necessary , to ac t on t h e i r behalf . 
S u c h ac t i on took place w h e n to the " w o m a n " 
( c h u r c h ) w e r e g iven " t w o w i n g s of the* great 
eagle, t h a t she m i g h t fly into the w i lderness , into 
her place , w h e r e she i s nour i she d for a t ime, and 
t imes, a n d h a l f a t ime [ f u l f i l l e d - as 1260 ca lendar 
y e a r s ] , f r o m the face of the s e r p e n t . " — R e v e l a t i o n 
1 2 : 14. 

B u t the " e y e s " see more t h a n the needs of G o d ' s 
people co l lec t ive ly . T h e y also observe H i s people 
i n d i v i d u a l l y , a n d e v e r y i tem of t h e i r w e l f a r e i s 
looked a f t e r by G o d ' s prov idence , so t h a t the 
S a v i o u r cou ld s a y — " t h e v e r y h a i r s of y o u r head 
are a l l n u m b e r e d . " ( M a t t h e w 1 0 : 30.) H o w de-
l i g h t f u l i t is to be assured t h a t the r i s e n L o r d sends 
the " e y e s " to w a t c h over us a n d the " l i v i n g c rea -
t u r e s " to do for us , so t h a t a l l t h i n g s m u s t " w o r k 
together for good to them t h a t love God , to them 
who are the cal led according to h is p u r p o s e . " 
( R o m a n s 8 : 28.) H o w conducive to repose to r e -
al ize t h a t we m a y cast a l l our a n x i e t y upon G o d , f or 
H e c a r e t h for us . ( 1 P e t e r 5 : 7.) A n d ho w g la d 
we should be to rea l i ze the p a r t t a k e n b y the H o l y 
S p i r i t i n a l l these operat ions of d i v i n e prov idence . 

The eyes of the L o r d are in every place, 

Beholding the evil and the good.—Proverbs 15: 3. 

Neverthe less , t h i s is not a l l of the H o l y S p i r i t ' s 
w o r k i n m i n i s t e r i n g to G o d ' s people. 

The H o l y S p i r i t as Comforter 

16 And I wil l pray the Father , and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

17 E v e n the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but 
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

26 B u t the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost [or, 
S p i r i t ] , whom the Father wi l l send in my name, he shall 
teach you al l things, and bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.—John 14: 16, 
17, 26. 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I wi l l send unto 
you from the Father , even the Spirit of truth, which pro-
ceedeth from the Father , he shall testify of m e : — J o h n 
15: 26. 

Nevertheless 1 tell you the truth; I t is expedient for you 
that I go away ; for i f I go not away, the Comforter wil l 
not come unto you; but i f I depart, I w i l l send him unto 
you.—John 16: 7. 

These are a l l the places i n w h i c h the H o l y S p i r i t 
i s ent i t led the " C o m f o r t e r . " T h e Greek w o r d para-
kletos, t rans la ted " C o m f o r t e r " i n the above pas-
sages, occurs only one other t ime i n the N e w T e s t a -
ment. T h e best r e n d e r i n g for parakletos has been a 
good d e a l of a quest ion among the t r a n s l a t o r s , a n d 
the w o r d has been v a r i o u s l y r e n d e r e d : ' " C o m f o r -
t e r , " " A d v o c a t e , " " H e l p e r , " " T e a c h e r , " the 

*The Greek has the definite article here, so that the correct 
reading is, as given, " T H E great e a g l e , " referring, we 
believe, to the " l i v i n g c r e a t u r e " so described in .Revela-
tion 4: 7. 

greatest number f a v o u r i n g " A d v o c a t e " as the best 
express ion of the o r i g i n a l thought . S t r o n g ' s E x -
haust ive Concordance defines parakletos as " a n i n -
tercessor, c o n s o l e r . " 

T h e Comfor ter w a s to be sent by the F a t h e r i n 
a n s w e r to the pet i t i on of the S o n ; w h i c h is the same 
as s a y i n g the S o n w o u l d send the H o l y S p i r i t f r o m 
the F a t h e r . ( J o h n 1 4 : 1 6 ; 1 5 : 26.) T h e Comfor ter 
could not come unless the L o r d d e p a r t e d ; therefore 
i t w a s expedient t h a t H e go a w a y ; but , h a v i n g come, 
the Comfor te r w o u l d abide w i t h G o d ' s people for 
ever. ( J o h n 1 6 : 7 ; 1 4 : 16.) One n a t u r a l l y wonders 
w h y the H o l y S p i r i t could not be sent unless J e s u s 
w e n t a w a y . T h e a n s w e r to th i s question is t h a t , i n 
G o d ' s order , redempt ion must f i r s t be accompl ished 
by C h r i s t ' s death on C a l v a r y , the Redeemer m u s t 
be r a i s e d f r o m death , a n d must ascend to the 
F a t h e r ' s throne , before the S p i r i t could be sent upon 
the be l ievers . 

T w o Advocates for the Saints 

I f the definitions of parakletos as g iven i n 
S t r o n g ' s Concordance be adopted, i t is not di f f icult 
to rea l ize how the S p i r i t acts as both " i n t e r c e s s o r " 
for , a n d / ' c o n s o l e r " of, G o d ' s people i n t h i s age. 
W e r e a d ( R o m a n s 8: 26, 2 7 ) — 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 

27 And he that seareheth the hearts knoweth what is 
the mind of the Spirit , because [margin, that] he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the w i l l of God. 

T h e v e r y f a c t t h a t G o d ' s S p i r i t i s i n the be l iever , 
who has come to H i m t h r o u g h J e s u s C h r i s t , the only 
Mediator ( J o h n 14 : 6 ; 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 5 ; H e b r e w s 8: 
6 ) , const i tutes a n intercess ion or a p l ea w i t h G o d on 
behal f of the be l iever w h e n o v e r t a k e n i n a f a u l t . 
T h i s w a s a n u n f o r t u n a t e s l i p of the tongue or m a n i -
f es tat ion of f leshly w e a k n e s s a n d s i n f u l n e s s ; i t w a s 
not w h a t he w o u l d have done h a d he h a d a n e w body 
as w e l l as the new, i n d w e l l i n g S p i r i t . T h e r e f o r e 
let the L o r d be grac ious , a n d l e t H i m not h o l d t h i s 
aga inst the e r r i n g one, w h o regre t s h i s e r r o r , a n d 
w i l l endeavour to a v o i d do ing so a g a i n . B e i n g 
r i g h t l y exerc i sed by t h i s exper ience , he w i l l be more 
w a t c h f u l and p r a y e r f u l , a n d w i l l be s tronger to 
res i s t the n e x t t ime he i s tempted. L e t not the " n e w 
c r e a t u r e ' ' be des troyed on account of the f a u l t of 
the " o l d m a n . " T h e L o r d heeds t h i s u n s p o k en 
groan of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the bel iever , a n d g ives 
i t H i s f a v o u r a b l e cons iderat ion , f o r t h i s intercess ion 
is " a c c o r d i n g to the w i l l of G o d . " A n d the f a c t 
tha t the presence of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the c h i l d of 
G o d is a n unspoke n intercess ion on h i s behal f g ives 
h i m great consolation, a n d so the H o l y S p i r i t , the 
parakletos, i s both Intercessor for , a n d Comforter of, 
the sa in t . •. 

B u t i f a n y sa in t s i n — a s a l l d o — a n d w i l l confess 
the s in , as J o h n i n s t r u c t s us to do ( 1 J o h n 1 : 6-10), 
" w e have a n Advocate [parakletos] w i t h the 
F a t h e r , J e s u s C h r i s t the r i g h t e o u s . " ( 1 J o h n 2 : 
1, 2.) H i s advocacy of our cause i s e f fectual because 
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H e has shed H i s blood f o r us as the sufficient offer-
i n g f o r our s ins . H e i s " t h e p r o p i t i a t i o n for our 
s i n s , " but t h i s g ives no l icence to cont inue s i n n i n g . 
H i s blood, accepted b y us as the t r u e atonement f o r 
s i n , i s able to cleanse us f r o m a l l s i n . ( 1 J o h n 1 : 
7.) A n d so, " I f w e confess our s ins , he [ G o d ] i s 
f a i t h f u l a n d j u s t to f o r g i v e us our s ins , a n d to 
cleanse us f r o m a l l u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s . "— 1 J o h n 1 : 9. 

' T h u s w e have two A d v o c a t e s , J e s u s w i t h the 
F a t h e r , a n d the H o l y S p i r i t w i t h i n u s ; one Advocate 
i n heaven , the other on e a r t h . "We need both. E a c h 
w o r k s into the h a n ds of the other, so to speak. Of 
w h a t a v a i l w o u l d the intercess ion of C h r i s t ' s blood 
be i f G o d s a w no prospect of u l t i m a t e r e f o r m i n 
the t ransgressor b y the ' ' n e w c r e a t u r e ' ' overcoming 
the " o l d m a n ? " None w h a t e v e r . O r ho w cou ld 
w e benefit b y the intercess ion of the H o l y S p i r i t , 
h a d there been no sacrifice of C h r i s t on C a l v a r y to 
m a k e p r o p i t i a t i o n for our s ins? Obv ious ly w e could 
not benefit a t a l l i n t h a t case. I t i s v e r y c lear t h a t 
the t w o A d v o c a t e s who intercede f o r the sa ints , who 
h a v e i n the first place been reconc i led to G o d by the 
one Mediator , J e s u s C h r i s t , are not too m a n y , but 
are both r e q u i r e d ac cord ing to the w i l l of God . 
W o u l d i t be w i t h th i s thought of t w o A d v o c a t e s f or 
G o d ' s people t h a t the S a v i o u r s a i d to the d isc ip les 
( J o h n 14 : 15, 1 6 ) — 

15 I f ye love me, keep my commandments. 
16 And I w i l l pray the Father , and he shall give you 

A N O T H E R Comforter [parakletos— " A d v o c a t e " ] , that he 
may abide with you forever. 

W h a t a consolat ion to r ea l i ze h ow thorough ly God 
has p r o v i d e d f o r our e v e r y necessi ty i n order that 
we m i g h t be acceptable w i t h H i m ! 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t as Guide 

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he wi l l 
guide you into a l l truth: for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
wi l l shew you things to come. 

14 H e shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you. 

15 A l l things that the Father hath are mine: therefore 
said I , that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto 
y o u — J o h n 16: 13-15. 

B u t the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, . . . 
shall teach you a l l things, and bring al l things to your re 
membranee, whatsoever I have said unto you.—John 14: 26. 

I t m a y come as a surpr i se to readers who have not 
prev ious ly observed i t , to l e a r n that i n the above pas-
sages the words " S p i r i t " a n d " G h o s t " are f r o m the 
same Greek word , pneuma. W h e n the A u t h o r i z e d 
V e r s i o n was publ ished ( i n the y e a r 1 6 1 1 ) , the office 
of a min is ter of re l ig ion was described as " g h o s t l y , " 
i n the sense of " s p i r i t u a l . " A m o n g the supers t i -
tions of the t ime fostered p a r t i c u l a r l y by the C h u r c h 
of Rome was the belief i n " g h o s t s " as "d isembodied 
s p i r i t s " of deceased h u m a n beings, a n d the fear of 
" g h o s t s " was inculcated , the better to hold the people 
i n subjection. J u s t w h y i n J o h n 1 4 : 1 7 the T r a n s -
lators rendered pneuma by ' ' S p i r i t ' ' and a f ew verses 
f u r t h e r on (vs . 26 ) b y the word " G h o s t ' can only be 
surmised . S c r u t i n i z i n g these scr iptures c a r e f u l l y , no 

reason for the d is t inct ion can be seen. T h e w o r d 
" S p i r i t " should a l w a y s be used, a n d " G h o s t " never . 
T h i s can be c l e a r l y seen by compar ing J o h n 1 4 : 26 
w i t h J o h n 1 6 : 7, 1 3 ; the f ormer describes the Com-
for ter as sent to " t e a c h y o u a l l t h i n g s , " whi le the 
la t ter says the Comforter " w i l l guide y o u into a l l 
t r u t h . ' ' I n both texts the R e v i s e d V e r s i o n has ' ' H o l y 
S p i r i t . " T o be consistent the R e v i s e r s should have 
fol lowed the same pract ise of r ender in g pneuma by 
" S p i r i t " wherever i t re fers to the H o l y S p i r i t , but 
they have not done so. I n A c t s 2 : 33 a n d 38 they 
r e v e r t to " G h o s t , " as also i n A c t s 1 0 : 4 5 a n d other 
passages. I t i s to be regretted that the R e v i s e r s 
missed so fine a n opportuni ty to make clear to the 
reader that " G h o s t " is mis leading a n d " S p i r i t " i s 
correct. 

Misleading " G u i d a n c e " 

C r u d e ideas as to the guidance of the H o l y S p i r i t 
have ga ined acceptance i n the m i n d s of some C h r i s -
t i a n s . I t has been c la imed , f o r instance , t h a t the 
H o l y S p i r i t ' s presence i n the be l iever m a y be r e -
a l i zed as i t w e r e a b u r n i n g flame ( f o r t u n a t e l y not 
p a i n f u l to or des t ruc t i ve of the p e r s o n ) ; or as a 
m o v i n g power c a u s i n g the body to shak e a n d 
tremble a n d t h r i l l ; or as a s p e a k i n g v o i c e ; or as a n 
i n n e r i l l u m i n a n t . A n d i t i s f u r t h e r c l a i m e d t h a t 
these demonstra t i ons—al l ege d to be done by the i n -
d w e l l i n g H o l y S p i r i t — a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y appropr ia te 
a n d pecu l ia r to these l a s t d a y s of the Gospe l age. 

T h a t the persons m a k i n g these c l a i m s are m i s -
t a k e n i s ev ident . T h e H o l y S p i r i t i s descr ibed i n 2 
T i m o t h y 1 : 7 as " o f power, a n d of love, a n d of 
a sound m i n d . " A n y t h i n g out of h a r m o n y w i t h t h i s 
is not the H o l y S p i r i t , w h a t e v e r else i t m a y be. S p i -
r i t u a l i s m c la ims to be a n i n s t r u m e n t of good, w h e r e -
b y unseen powers t a k e possession of a m e d i u m a n d 
d e l i v e r messages c l a i m i n g to emanate f r o m dead 
persons. B u t t h i s is on ly a modern f o r m of the 
ancient spirit-possession w h i c h the O l d Testament 
denounced a n d w h i c h our L o r d condemned b y cast -
i n g out the e v i l s p i r i t s responsible f o r the condi -
t i on . 

A n o t h e r body of people c l a i m i n g to be moved by 
the H o l y S p i r i t i n a m e c h a n i c a l m a n n e r has e x i s t ed 
f r o m the d a y s of George F o x (1624-1691) , a r e l i -
gious r e f o r m e r i n E n g l a n d , w h o f ounded the Soc ie ty 
of F r i e n d s , commonly c a l l e d Q u a k e r s . T h e i r i dea 
c a r r i e d out i n t h e i r assemblies i s t h a t the H o l y S p i r i t 
i s a n " i n n e r l i g h t , " a n d that no one s h a l l speak 
u n t i l a power " m o v e s " h im or h e r to s p e a k ; a n d 
w h a t i s s a i d i s t a k e n as i n s p i r e d . T h i s method, how-
ever, f inds no sanct i on i n the W o r d of God . L a t e r 
s t i l l , i n A m e r i c a , A n n L e e f ounded the sect k n o w n 
as the " S h a k e r s . " A s the name ind i cates , s h a k -
i n g a n d t r e m b l i n g are t a k e n as evidence of the i n -
d w e l l i n g power of the H o l y S p i r i t . J o a n of A r e , 
canonized as a " s a i n t " b y the P a p a c y i n 1894, w a s 
b u r n e d at the stake as a w i t c h at the age of 19, i n 
the y e a r 1431 , b y the same " n e v e r c h a n g i n g " P a p -
acy , because she h e a r d " v o i c e s " w i t h i n her u n d e r 
the i n s p i r a t i o n of w h i c h she acted. A t a l l t imes 
S a t a n and the f a l l e n angels have been on the w a t c h 
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to l a y h o l d of h igh - s t r u n g , n e r v o u s persons, m i s -
l e a d i n g t h e m into suppos ing t h a t the y w e r e be ing 
honoured b y h a v i n g the H o l y S p i r i t thus a c t i n g i n 
a n d through them. S u c h phenomena, though they 
occur now-a -days , a re not p e c u l i a r to these t imes , 
i n a s m u c h as they h a v e been more or less f r equent 
throughout the ent i re age. 

N e i t h e r are the phenomena of these d a y s to be 
r e g a r d e d as of the same order as the " g i f t s " of 
prophecy , tongues, etc., t h a t w e r e g r a n t e d to the 
c h u r c h i n apostol ic days . T h e r e i s a t least one 
s t r i k i n g dif ference ( r e a l l y there are more ) between 
the " g i f t s of the S p i r i t " a n d the phenomena of 
to -day w h i c h demonstrates the v a s t dif ference be-
t w e e n the t w o , a n d shows t h a t the y cannot be iden -
t i c a l . T h e dif ference i s t h i s : I n apostol ic d a y s the 
s p i r i t of the prophet w a s sub jec t to the prophet , 
the m i r a c u l o u s " g i f t " w a s u n d e r the cont ro l of the 
one w h o h a d i t ( 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 4 : 3 2 ) ; w h e r e a s i n 
these d a y s the r e c i p i e nt i s u n d e r c ont ro l of the so-
ca l l ed " g i f t , " w h i c h he imagines i s a " g i f t of the 
S p i r i t " such as those t h a t were g i v e n on ly i n apos-
to l i c d a y s b y the l a y i n g on of apostol ic h a n d s . I n 
apostol ic t imes , the be l iever " s t i r r e d u p " a n d used 
the g i f t tha t he h a d ( 1 T i m o t h y 4 : 1 4 ; 2 T i m o t h y 1 : 
6 ) ; i n these d a y s , the supposed " g i f t " s t i r s u p a n d 
uses at a l l hours of d a y a n d n i g h t the person t h a t 
it has. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t Guides into T r u t h 

A c c o r d i n g to J o h n 1 4 : 2 6 ; 1 6 : 13, above c i ted , the 
H o l y S p i r i t w o u l d — 

1. B r i n g a l l things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you; 

2. Guide you into a l l t ruth ; 
3. Shew you things to come. 

I t i s also s ta ted i n J o h n 1 4 : 26 t h a t the S p i r i t 
w o u l d " t e a c h y o u a l l t h i n g s , " a n d i n J o h n 1 5 : 26 
t h a t the S p i r i t w o u l d " t e s t i f y of m e ; " these are 
regarded as being inc luded i n the guidance into a l l 
t r u t h mentioned i n No. 2, a n d therefore have not 
been p a r t i c u l a r i z e d . 

1 . Bringing to Remembrance. T h i s precious pro -
mise e v i d e n t l y belonged to the immediate d isc ip les 
on ly , as no one else h e a r d the M a s t e r , a n d there fore 
none else c ou ld h a v e H i s w o r d s brought to r e m e m -
brance . T h i s operat ion of the H o l y S p i r i t w o u l d 
be m e c h a n i c a l , a s s i s t i n g t h e i r memories to r e c a l l 
th ings a l r e a d y h e a r d a n d k n o w n . J o h n 2 : 22 w o u l d 
appear to r e c o r d a fu l f i lment of t h i s promise . (See 
also L u k e 2 4 : 5-8.) B u t w h i l e the w o r d s quoted 
i n No. 1 m u s t be l i m i t e d to the d isc ip les , a b less ing 
of s i m i l a r n a t u r e is g r a n t e d to other be l ievers . P r o -
b a b l y there are f e w C h r i s t i a n s t h a t cannot r e c a l l 
t imes w h e n t h e i r memories w e r e m a r v e l l o u s l y as -
s i s t ed—how t hey could not t e l l—s o t h a t t h e y w e r e 
able to speak of the t r u t h to others a n d r e a d i l y r e f e r 
to passages i n the B i b l e . B u t i t should be not i ced 
t h a t these occasions w e r e not b r i n g i n g f o r t h t h i n g s 
hitherto u n k n o w n ; thrjy were helps to mpmory only . 
S o m e t h i n g of th i s sort seems to be i m p l i e d i n the 
promises of M a t t h e w 1 0 : 19, 2 0 ; M a r k 1 3 : 1 1 ; L u k e 
1 2 : 1 1 , 12. S ince the H o l y S p i r i t a ids to the r e -

m e m b e r i n g of t h i n g s a l r e a d y l e a r n e d , h ow i n d u s -
t r i o u s l y w e shou ld store our m i n d s w i t h the good 
th ings of the W o r d , f or r e a d y use w h e n r e q u i r e d . 

2. Guiding into all Truth. S ince the H o l y S p i r i t 
i s not a n " i n n e r l i g h t , " as the Q u a k e r s suppose, but 
has moved ho ly men of old to put down in writing 
a l l t h a t i s necessary f o r G o d ' s people to k n o w i n 
order t h a t t h e y m a y be w i s e unto s a l v a t i o n (2 
T i m o t h y 3 : 14 -17) , a n d s i m i l a r l y m o v e d the apostles 
a n d evangel is ts i n the w r i t i n g of the books of the 
N e w T e s t a m e n t ; a n d has i n t h i s m a n n e r r e v e a l e d 
" t h e deep th ings of G o d " c oncern in g the f a v o u r s 
" w h i c h G o d h a t h p r e p a r e d f o r . t h e m t h a t love H i m " 
( 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 2 : 9, 1 0 ) , i t f o l l o ws t h a t the H o l y 
S p i r i t ' s guidance of G o d ' s people into a l l t r u t h 
would be accomplished b y assisting them to an un-
derstanding of the things written f o r our l e a r n i n g 
t h a t we m i g h t be t h o r o u g h ly f u r n i s h e d . T h i s a i d 
m i g h t be vouchsa fed to a n y of G o d ' s people i n t h e i r 
s o l i t a r y s t u d y of the S c r i p t u r e s , d i l i g e n t l y compar -
i n g them together, or i t m i g h t be sent t h r o u g h a n -
other bro ther or s i s ter b y w o r d of m o u t h or b y 
w r i t t e n or p r i n t e d page. T h e L o r d has e x p r e s s l y 
g i v e n such h u m a n i n s t r u m e n t s f o r the ass istance of 
H i s people into the ' ' u n i t y of the f a i t h . ' ' — B p h e s i a n s 
4 : 1 1 - 1 3 . 

" Y e Need Not that A n y M a n Teach Y o u " 

I f P a u l t e l l s us t h a t the r i s e n L o r d has e x p r e s s l y 
o rda ined t h a t some of H i s people s h a l l assist others, 
as pastors , teachers , etc., w h y does another apostle 
say ( 1 J o h n 2 : 20, 2 1 , 24, 26, 2 7 ) — 

20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know al l things. 

21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the 
truth, but because ye know it , and that no lie is of the truth. 

24 L e t that therefore abide in yon, which ye have heard 
from the beginning. 

26 These things have I written unto you concerning them 
that seduce you. 

27 B u t the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of al l things, and 
is truth, and is no lie, and even as i t hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in him [margin, in i t ] . 

T h e a n s w e r i s that the H o l y S p i r i t w a s not i n -
s p i r i n g the apostle J o h n to w r i t e something c o n t r a -
d i c t o r y of w h a t had been w r i t t e n by the apostle 
P a u l u n d e r i n s p i r a t i o n of the same S p i r i t . Con-
s idera t i on of the context shows t h a t J o h n w a s w r i t -
i n g of some seceders from the t r u t h a n d from the 
company of G o d ' s people. These seceders were 
d e n y i n g t h a t J e s u s i s the C h r i s t , a n d they were 
there fore antichrists , denying the Son , and at the 
same time also d e n y i n g the F a t h e r W h o sent the 
S o n , a n d has made H i m to be both L o r d and Chris t . 
( 1 J o h n 2 : 18-26.) I t i s of these and such persons 
t h a t the A p o s t l e w r i t e s w h e n he says, " y e need not 
t h a t any m a n teach y o u : " H a v i n g been already 
taught the truth by the Apos t l es and their helpers, 
there w a s no need for them to l isten to or seek i n -
struction from the t eachers of error. The anointing 
of the H o l y Spir i t , w h i c h you have received from 
G o d through Chris t , w a s not to be a transitory, hut 
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a permanent e x p e r i e n c e ; " t h e a n o i n t i n g w h i c h y e 
h a v e rece ived ab ide th i n y o u , " a n d teaches y o u to 
abide i n C h r i s t , a n d to beware of leaders a s t r a y a n d 
keep a w a y f r o m them. So J o h n a n d P a u l do not con-
t r a d i c t each other, a n d the H o l y S p i r i t i s not self-
contradictory . 

3. Showing Things to Come. I n v is ions a n d re -
ve la t i ons the apostles w e r e s h o w n th ings to come, 
as the m a n y w i t h w h i c h P a u l was favoured , a n d 
those s h o w n to J o h n on P a t m o s . Some of these 
t h e y m a y h a v e understood at the t ime of r e c e i v i n g 
the v i s i o n s ; but i t i s l i k e l y t h a t m a n y of them r e -
m a i n e d not understood, because the t ime of f u l f i l -
ment w a s too remote to m a k e the complete k n o w -
ledge prof i table to the sa in t s . I t is l i k e l y , though , 
t h a t P a u l k n e w more t h a n he w a s a l l o w e d to t e l l , 
f o r he w r i t e s of h a v i n g h e a r d th ings not l a w f u l f or 
h i m to u t t e r . (2 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 2 : 4.) A s a r u l e , 
the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of a prophecy i s w i t h h e l d f r o m 
G o d ' s people u n t i l about the t ime of f u l f i l m e n t ; a n d 
sometimes prophecies are understood on ly b y the 
H o l y S p i r i t p o i n t i n g out the fu l f i lmen t as h a v i n g 
occurred . T h i s l a t t e r w a s the case on the d a y of 
Pentecost , w h e n P e t e r w a s enabled b y the H o l y 
S p i r i t to u n d e r s t a n d a n d e x p l a i n a por t ion of the 
prophecy of P s a l m 16, as then r e c e n t l y f u l f i l l e d i n 
the death a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n of C h r i s t J e s u s . 

S a y s the Apos t l e , " n o prophecy of the s c r i p t u r e 
i s of a n y p r i v a t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . F o r the prophecy 
came not i n old time by the w i l l of m a n : " a n d i n 
these t imes i t i s not to be i n t e r p r e t e d or u n d e r -
stood b y the w i l l of m a n . (2 P e t e r 1 : 20, 21.) T h e 
prophecy came a n c i e n t l y b y the H o l y S p i r i t , a n d 
the same S p i r i t i n due course enables the c h i l d r e n 
of G o d to u n d e r s t a n d the s e v e r a l prophecies as f r o m 

t ime to t ime t h ey become due to be understood . 
" I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s " devised w i t h o u t the a i d of the 
H o l y S p i r i t are " p r i v a t e , " a n d there fore v a i n . 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t does not show us " t h i n g s to 
c o m e " b y s h o w i n g us v i s ions a n d reve la t i ons as to 
the apostles, but shows us the f u t u r e th ings b y en -
a b l i n g us to u n d e r s t a n d the S p i r i t - i n s p i r e d , w r i t t e n 
prophecies concern ing f u t u r e events . T h e H o l y 
S p i r i t does not ass ist us to the u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
these th ings a l ong t ime before t h e i r fu l f i lment , but , 
as a r u l e , helps us to the knowledge about the t ime 
the prophecies should be f u l f i l l e d ; sometimes whi le 
the prophecies are being f u l f i l l e d ; occasionally j u s t 
a f ter fu l f i lment . M a n y a n d impor tant as w e r e the 
prophecies concern ing C h r i s t ' s death a n d r e s u r r e c -
t ion , the disc iples understood not one of them u n t i l 
a f ter t h e i r fu l f i lment . 

I t i s obvious t h a t the w o n d e r f u l promises of g u i d -
ance into a l l t r u t h a n d i n s t r u c t i o n concern ing th ings 
to come, and of a i d i n g the memory by the H o l y 
S p i r i t , and the intercess ion f o r a n d consolation of 
God 's people by the S p i r i t , cannot be fulfilled to 
those who are only partly His. T h e r e must be a 
complete g iv in g u p of oneself to the w i l l of God 
before these e x t r a o r d i n a r y blessings can become 
ours , a n d c a n w o r k t h r o u g h us to the b less ing of 
others. L e t u s , then , not be h a l f - h e a r t e d and there -
fore u n s t a b l e ; f or such a m a n s h a l l rece ive no th ing 
f r o m the L o r d . ( J a m e s 1 : 7.) L e t us have a com-
plete change of t e n a n c y as f a r as our hear t s are con-
cerned, cast ing out the old taskmasters S i n a n d 
Se l f , a n d a c k n o w l e d g i n g f u l l y , and i n e v e r y d e t a i l 
of l i f e , the New Master , C h r i s t J e s u s , who bought 
us w i t h H i s prec ious blood, a n d to w h o m therefore 
we by r i g h t belong. 

The Holy Spirit as Convincer, or Convicter 
- J o h n 16: 7-11-

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: I t is expedient for 
you that I go away: for i f I go not away, the Comforter 
wi l l not come unto you; but i f I depart, I w i l l send him 
unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he wi l l reprove [margin, convince; 
E . V . has convict in respect of sin, etc.] the world of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgment: 

9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father , and 

ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is 

judged. 

C
O N V I C T I O N of the w o r l d i n the m a t t e r s of s i n , 

r ighteousness , a n d j u d g m e n t i s the w o r k of the 
H o l y S p i r i t , as w e l l as are the comfor t ing a n d 

g u i d i n g of G o d ' s people. T h e r e f o r e a r i g h t u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g of th i s f eature of the S p i r i t ' s a c t i v i t y i s of 
the greatest importance , p a r t i c u l a r l y s ince the L o r d 
has t a k e n pa ins , i n the above s tatement quoted f r o m 
J o h n ' s Gospel , to set out the three counts on w h i c h 
the w o r l d is convinced or convicted, along w i t h the 
evidence i n support of each count. S u c h r i g h t under -

s tanding , i t i s hoped, m a y be demonstrated i n the 
explanat ions of these " c o n v i c t i o n s " that s h a l l pre-
sent ly be given. 

The " W o r l d " 

T h e w o r d " w o r l d , " used i n J o h n 1 6 : 8, 1 1 , i s 
t rans la ted f r o m the Greek word kosmos, w h i c h 
means " o r d e r l y a r r a n g e m e n t , " or " o r d e r of 
t h i n g s . " A c c o r d i n g to S t r o n g ' s Concordance, t h i s 
w o r d is used " i n a w i d e or n a r r o w sense, i n c l u d i n g 
the i n h a b i t a n t s of the w o r l d , l i t e r a l l y or f i g u r a t i v e ly 
[ m o r a l l y ] . ' " T h e w o r d kosmos i s f ound m a n y times 
i n the N e w T e s t a m e n t , espec ia l ly i n the Gospel a n d 
F i r s t E p i s t l e of J o h n . 

R e g a r d e d i n i t s n a r r o w or r e s t r i c t e d sense, the 
w o r d " w o r l d " (kosmos) signifies the J e w i s h a r -
rangement , or sometimes the i n h a b i t a n t s of P a l e s -
t ine . I n i t s w i d e r sense, the w o r d " w o r l d " s i g n i -
fies the genera l a r r a n g e m e n t , the order of th ings , 
or the people, of the who le of m a n k i n d . O u r S a v i o u r 
l i v e d H i s e a r t h l y l i f e i n P a l e s t i n e . H e spoke to the 
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people of t h a t c o u n t r y , w a s persecuted by them, 
a n d finally w a s c ruc i f i ed a t t h e i r demand. B u t 
the d isc ip les of J e s u s w e r e not to be r e s t r i c t e d to 
Pa les t ine . T h e y w e r e commanded to go into ever y 
n a t i o n f o r the purpose of p r e a c h i n g the Gospel a n d 
of m a k i n g other disc iples . T h e y h a v e s p o k e n i n 
the M a s t e r ' s N a m e a n d as H i s representat ives to the 
" w o r l d " i n the l a r g e r as w e l l as i n the s m a l l e r sense 
m w h i c h t h a t w o r d is used. A n d as the s m a l l e r 
" w o r l d " of P a l e s t i n e persecuted the M a s t e r , so 
both l a r g e r a n d s m a l l e r " w o r l d s " have persecuted 
the M a s t e r ' s s e r v a n t s . A s the s m a l l e r " w o r l d " 
ca l l ed for the death of the Master , so both " w o r l d s " 
have caused m a n y of H i s disc iples to be k i l l e d — 
J o h n 1 5 : 18 -22 ; 1 6 : 3 3 ; 2 T i m o t h y 3 : 12. 

The " W o r l d " i n its Smal ler Sense 

I n the f o l l o w i n g instances the w o r d " w o r l d " 
(kosmos) i s used i n the res tr i c ted or l imi ted sense, 
r e f e r r i n g e i ther to the a r r a n g e m e n t or order of 
th ings e x i s t i n g i n P a l e s t i n e at the t ime of our L o r d ' s 
m i n i s t r y or to the people of t h a t c o u n t r y at t h a t 
t ime . 

John 7; 1-9—. . . I f thou do these things, shew thyself 
to the world. . . . The world cannot hate you; but me 
it hateth, because I testify of it , that the works thereof are 
evil . 

John 12: 12-19—. . . The Pharisees therefore said 
among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? 
Behold, the world is gone after him. 

John 15: 1 9 — I f ye were of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but 1 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. 

John 16: 19, 20—Now Jesus knew that they were desirous 
to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among your-
selves of what I said, A little while, and ye shall not see 
me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but 
the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy. 

John 18: 20—Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the 
world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, 
whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said 
nothing. 

Ualatians 4: 3 — E v e n so we, when we were children, were 
in bondage under the elements of the world: " E l e m e n t s of 
the world" here means the L a w given to the Jews, and pro-
bably the same in Colossians 2: 8, 20. 

T h e " W o r l d " i n its L a r g e r Sense 

F o l l o w i n g are some instances i n w h i c h the w o r d 
" w o r l d " (kosmos) i s used i n the larger sense, mean-
i n g the arrangement " o r order of t h i n g s " com-
p r i s e d i n the i n s t i t u t i o ns a n d peoples of the R o m a n 
E m p i r e , or of the who le e a r t h , anc ient or modern . 

L u k e 11 : 50, 51—That the blood of all the prophets, which 
was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required 
of this generation; From the blood of Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias, . . . 

L u k e 12: 30—For all these things do the nations of the 

world seek after: . . . 
John 1 : 9—That was the true Light , which lighteth every 

man that cometli into the imrld. 
John 1 : 29—The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 

him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh lor 
beareth] away the sin of the world. 

John 3: 16—For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him . . • 

your faith is spoken of throughout Romans 1 : 8—. 
the whole world. 

W O r z 7 a U S ^ 1 2 ~ " ' ' ' S i n 6 n t e r e d i n t ° «M> 
1 John 2: 15—Love not the world, neither the things that 

are m the world. Also vss. 16, 17. g 

thl/0^ g r e a t e r ' i s h e t h a t is in you, than he that is m the world. 

^ Romans 5: 1 3 - ( F 0 r until the law sin was in the world: 

Romans 11 : 1 2 - N o w if the fall of them be the riches of 
the world and the diminishing of them the riches of the 
Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

1 John 2: 2 - A n d lie is the propitiation for our sins- and 
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole ,,'orM 

T h e " w o r l d " w h i c h w a s to be conv ic ted b y the 
H o l y S p i r i t would inc lude the people i n the larger 
def init ion of t h a t w o r d as w e l l as the J e w s who 
were the " w o r l d " i n the smal ler sense of the word 
W h e r e v e r the L o r d J e s u s spoke the W o r d of t r u t h 
g iven H i m by the F a t h e r — a n d H e spoke on ly to the 
J e w s , be ing sent to no others ( M a t t h e w 1 5 : 2 4 ) ; 
w h e r e v e r the Apost l es a n d other be l ievers d u r i n g 
the age have c a r r i e d the m e s s a g e — a nd they w e r e 
commanded to go into a l l nat ions ( M a t t h e w 2 8 : 1 9 ) ; 
there h a v e been the inev i tab le confl icts r e s u l t i n g i n 
the conv i c t i on of the " w o r l d " of J u d a i s m a n d hea -
thendom. 

C o n c e r n i n g H i s o w n miss ion to the J e w s , the 
L o r d s a i d — " I f I h a d not come a n d spoken unto 
them, they h a d not h a d s i n : but now they have no 
c loke for t h e i r s i n . H e t h a t h a t e t h me h a t e t h m y 
F a t h e r also. I f I h a d not done among t h e m the 
w o r k s w h i c h none other, m a n d i d , t h ey h a d not h a d 
s i n : but now have they both seen a n d hated both 
me a n d m y F a t h e r . " ( J o h n . 1 5 : 22-24.) T h u s w e r e 
the J e w s a l r e a d y conv i c ted of s i n aga ins t the L i g h t 
t h a t the F a t h e r h a d sent to i l l u m i n e t h e i r d a r k n e s s . 
B u t th i s w a s not a l l . F a v o u r w o u l d s t i l l be extended 
to the J e w s for a whi le through the preaching tha t 
w o u l d be done b y the apostles a n d be l ievers a f t e r 
the coming of the H o l y S p i r i t , the Comfor ter , a t 
Pentecost . T h r o u g h t h i s m i n i s t r y of the S p i r i t , sup -
p l ement ing t h a t of our L o r d b y the same S p i r i t , 
the J e w s w o u l d demonstrate t h e i r hardness of h e a r t 
s t i l l more, a n d the end w o u l d be the des t ruc t i o n 
of t h e i r c i t y a n d the complete d ispers ion of the 
people c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e i r l i t t l e " w o r l d . " I t i s of 
the c o n v i c t i n g m i n i s t r y of the S p i r i t aga ins t J e w s 
a n d Genti les after Pentecost, r a t h e r t h a n of that 
before, t h a t J o h n 1 6 : 7-11 speaks , a n d t o w a r d t h i s 
m u s t our i n q u i r y n o w be d i rec ted . 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t Convict ing of S i n 
" O f s i n , because t h e y bel ieve not on m e , " w a s 

the w o r d of the S a v i o u r . I t i s a f a v o u r i t e s a y i n g i n 
" r e v i v a l " meet ings t h a t the S p i r i t i s " w o r k i n g , " 
" s t r i v i n g , " a n d " w r e s t l i n g " w i t h unconver ted per -
sons i n the audience w i t h a v i e w to b r i n g i n g them 
into a s tate of " c o n v i c t i o n , " i n w h i c h t h ey w i l l 
a cknowledge t h a t t h e y are s inners . B u t t h i s is 
r a t h e r beside the m a r k as f a r as the statement of. 
our L o r d i s concerned. Doubt less a l l men are s i n -
ners , a n d undoubted ly they m u s t a l l be brought to 
the a cknowledgment of t h e i r need of a M e d i a t o r 
between G o d and themse lves—each one i n due t ime , 
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whether i n th i s l i f e or a f ter the resurrect ion ( 1 
T i m o t h y 2 : 4 - 7 ) ; but the f a c t s t i l l r e m a i n s t h a t t h i s 
i s not w h a t our S a v i o u r w a s s p e a k i n g of w h e n H e 
s a i d t h a t the H o l y S p i r i t shou ld conv i c t the w o r l d 
of s i n . T h e p a r t i c u l a r s i n H e ment ioned w a s the 
s i n of u n b e l i e f — " b e c a u s e t h ey bel ieve not on m e . " 
N o w unbel ie f could not be brought as a n a c c u s a -
t i on aga inst a n i g n o r a n t person. One who has n e v e r 
h e a r d cannot be c h a r g ed w i t h unbel ie f as a s i n . 
O n l y he w h o has h e a r d the t r u t h c a n be conv i c ted of 
s i n , i f a n d because he bel ieves not on J e s u s . 

Bes ides t h i s , the H o l y S p i r i t i s not g i v e n to u n -
bel ievers , but on ly to b e l i e v e r s — " a f t e r t h a t ye be-
l ieved, ye were sealed w i t h that ho ly S p i r i t of pro -
m i s e . " ( E p h e s i a n s 1 : 13.) I t r e m a i n s t h e n t h a t 
i t i s not the H o l y S p i r i t i n unbe l i evers t h a t conv i c t s 
t h e m , because the H o l y S p i r i t i s not i n the unbe-
l i e v e r s ; i t i s the H o l y S p i r i t in believers that con-
v i c t s the u n b e l i e v e r s — t h e conv i c t i on be ing some-
t imes a c k n owledge d by the unbe l i evers a n d some-
t imes not. 

H o w i s the c o n v i c t i n g done? T h e H o l y S p i r i t i n 
G o d ' s people guides t h e m into t r u t h a n d energizes 
t h e m to speak f o r t h the t r u t h s w h i c h t h ey h a v e 
l e a r n e d f r o m the W o r d . T h e unbe l i ever h e a r i n g the 
t r u t h t h u s proc la ime d i s conv inced or not, as the 
case m a y be, t h i s depending cons iderab ly on the 
state of m i n d he i s i n at the t ime of hear ing . I f 
c onv inced a n d he acknowledges i t , w e l l ; i f con-
v i n c e d a n d he hardens h i s h e a r t aga ins t i t , the H o l y 
S p i r i t of G o d u s i n g the p r e a c h i n g be l iever has t h u s 
p r o v e d the unbe l i ever to be g u i l t i l y so. H i s unbe-
l i e f i s no longer a m i s f o r t u ne due to n a t u r a l d a r k -
n e s s ; i t i s no w a s i n aga ins t l i g h t ; as we r e a d i n 
J o h n 3 : 18, 1 9 — 

18 H e that believeth on him is not condemned; but he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 A n d this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil . 

No one w h o has h e a r d the t r u t h w i t h a n y measure 
of apprec iat ion of i t as t r u t h can continue to oc-
c u p y the pos i t ion t h a t he w a s i n before he so h e a r d . 
I t i s s i m p l y impossible i n s u c h c i r cumstances to 
m a i n t a i n the status quo ante. T h e hearer m a y be 
g l a d t h a t t h i s i s so, a n d m a y g r e a t l y re jo i ce i n the 
l i g h t ; or, he m a y rage a n d s t o r m aga ins t i t ; or, he 
m a y w i t h specious thoughts l u l l h i m s e l f into a state 
of indi f ference a n d f a n c i e d s e c u r i t y . B u t w h e t h e r 
he l i k e i t or d i s l i k e i t , w h e t h e r he f o l l ow the l i g h t 
or f a l l into the s tupor of indi f ference to i t , the f a c t 
remains that one who has seen the t r u e L i g h t a n d 
has recognized i t as L i g h t has been b y t h a t c i r c u m -
stance p r o f o u n d l y affected i n h i s who le l i f e . T h e 
e n t r y of the L i g h t into h i s m i n d has r emoved h i m 
f r o m h i s f o r m e r p o s i t i o n ; but i t has been f o r h i m 
to s a y i n w h i c h d i r e c t i on he should be sh i f t ed . T h e s e 
f a c t s are s ta ted i n a f e w w o r d s b y the Apos t l e , w h e n 
he speaks t h u s about the " s a v o u r " of the k n o w -
ledge of C h r i s t a n d i t s effect w h e r e v e r he preached 
( 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 2 : 15, 1 6 ) — 

15 F o r we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ , in them 
that are saved, and in them that perish: 

16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and 
to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is 
sufficient for these things? 

T h e knowledg e of C h r i s t , r e a l i z e d a n d obeyed, 
he lps the obedient one b y so m u c h on the w a y to 
life; the same knowledge real ized a n d disobeyed 
helps the disobedient one by t h a t m u c h on the w a y 
to death; i.e. the Second D e a t h . T h e p r i n c i p l e i s 
u n f a i l i n g , a n d i t s operat ion cannot poss ib ly be 
evaded by a n y one who comes into r e a l i z i n g contact 
w i t h the k n o w l e d ge of C h r i s t . I t i s therefore the 
p a r t of w i s d o m to be " w i l l i n g a n d o b e d i e n t " w h e n 
the knowledg e of C h r i s t i s p laced before us. 

E x a m p l e s of Conviction 

O n the d a y of Pentecost , the Apost le P e t e r , speak -
i n g b y the H o l y S p i r i t , p laced the knowledge of 
C h r i s t before a n immense audience of J e w i s h 
hearers , the v e r y persons who , on ly a f e w w e e k s 
e a r l i e r , h a d j o i n e d i n the c r y , " C r u c i f y h i m . " 
( M a r k 1 5 : 6-14.) M a n y of them were now great ly 
exerc i sed b y w h a t they h e a r d a n d the m i r a c l e s the y 
h a d seen ; th ey w e r e convinced , a n d t h e y i n q u i r e d 
w h a t t h e y m u s t do. ( A c t s 2 : 37.) T h r e e t h o u s a n d 
be l ieved on t h i s occasion. ( A c t s 2 : 41. ) Soon a f t e r , 
as a resu l t of P e t e r a n d J o h n ' s mirac les a n d preach-
i n g a t the temple , the n u m b e r h a d increased to 
five t h o u s a n d be l ievers . ( A c t s 3 : 1 to 4 : 4.) B u t 
o t h e r s — b y f a r the m a j o r i t y — r e m a i n e d h a r d of 
h e a r t , u n w i l l i n g a n d disobedient, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
the knowledg e of J e s u s w h i c h t h e y r e a l i z e d . ( A c t s 
4 : 13-22.) These , a n d others l i k e t h e m i n the s m a l l 
" w o r l d " of J u d a i s m , w e r e c o n v i c t e d — b y the H o l y 
S p i r i t w o r k i n g t h r o u g h the Apos t l es a n d b r e t h r e n 
—of unbel ie f as a sin. L i g h t h a d shined upon them, 
a n d the y l oved the d a r k n e s s r a t h e r t h a n the L i g h t . 
T h e y w e r e conv i c ted of s i n because t h e y be l i eved 
not on J e s u s . T h i s w e n t on i n P a l e s t i n e , a n d also 
a m o n g the J e w s i n other p a r t s , the c l i m a x coming 
w h e n t h e i r c i t y w a s destroyed as a demonstrat ion of 
the d iv ine w r a t h aga inst t h e i r hardness of h e a r t . — 
1 T h e s s a l o n i a n s 2 : 14-16. 

A m o n g the Gent i l es to w h o m the t r u t h has been 
preached d u r i n g the Gospe l age the exper ience has 
been s i m i l a r . Some coming i n contact w i t h the t r u t h 
have been " c o n v i n c e d " (elegcho) or " c o n v i c t e d " 
( the t w o E n g l i s h w o r d s are often i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e ) , 
a n d h a v e been obedient to i t . ( 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 4 : 
23-25.) Others , though conv inced a n d t r e m b l i n g , 
h a v e been disobedient , a n d so the H o l y S p i r i t has 
conv inced these disobedient ones of the s i n of u n -
belief . T h e y r e m a i n pro fessedly i gnorant , but the 
A p o s t l e dec lares t h e i r ignorance to be w i l f u l be-
cause t h e y p r e f e r to w a l k a f t e r t h e i r o w n desires. 
(2 P e t e r 3 : 3-5.) B u t as the s m a l l " w o r l d " of 
J u d a i s m w a s conv inced a n d destroyed , so the l a r g e r 
" w o r l d " of the R o m a n E m p i r e w a s also conv inced 
a n d d e s t r o y e d ; a n d the nat ions i t s successors w i l l 
be s i m i l a r l y deal t w i t h . Scoffing concern ing the pro -
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mise of C h r i s t ' s presence* w i l l not postpone, m u c h 
less prevent , the e v i l d a y w h e n God 's judgment 
aga ins t the unr ighteousness of the present order of 
th ings s h a l l be mani fes t i n s w i f t des truct ion . B u t , 
t h a n k s be to G o d , " w e , a c cord ing to h i s promise , 
look f o r " a n e w order of th ings , w h i c h w i l l be 
r i ghteous .—2 P e t e r 3 : 13. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t Convicting of Righteousness 

" O f r ighteousness , because I go to m y F a t h e r , a n d 
y e see me no m o r e , " w a s the n e x t i t e m of w h i c h the 
w o r l d w a s to be convic ted . Of Righteousness 1 H o w 
could the w o r l d be conv i c ted of both s i n a n d 
r ighteousness? H e r e i t w i l l be w e l l to c a l l a t tent ion 
to the w o r d t r a n s l a t e d i n the A u t h o r i z e d V e r s i o n 
" r e p r o v e " ( m a r g i n , " c o n v i n c e " ) , but i n the R e -
v i s e d V e r s i o n rendere d " c o n v i c t . " T h e w o r d i s 
elegcho, w h i c h , according to S t r o n g ' s Concordance, 
means " t o confute, a d m o n i s h . " I t i s not, there -
fore , as t h o u g h the w o r l d w e r e spoken of as a p r i -
soner before the court , conv ic ted , but r a t h e r as 
though a demonstrat ion w e r e be ing made, a n d the 
w o r l d confuted a n d admonished on the sub jec ts of 
s i n , righteousness, a n d judgment . Nor i s i t the 
w o r l d ' s r ighteousness t h a t confutes or admonishes 
the w o r l d . I t w a s the w o r l d ' s s i n t h a t w a s demon-
s t r a t e d — " o f s i n , because t h e y bel ieve not on m e ; " 
but i t was C h r i s t ' s righteousness tha t came nex t i n 
q u e s t i o n — " o f righteousness, because I go to m y 
F a t h e r . " 

C h r i s t ' s r ighteousness w a s demonstrated b y H i s 
ascension to the F a t h e r , because the ascension 
showed t h a t H e h a d been r a i s e d f r o m death , w h i c h 
f a c t i n i t s t u r n p r o v e d t h a t H e h a d not d ied for 
s ins of H i s o w n , but f o r the s ins of the who le w o r l d . 
H a d H e d ied for s ins of H i s o w n , death w o u l d have 
been to H i m a pena l ty under w h i c h H e must needs 
h a v e r e m a i n e d unless H e h a d been redeemed. T h e 
f a c t t h a t H e w a s r a i s e d f r o m death by the power 
of the F a t h e r showed t h a t H i s death h a d not been 
as a p e n a l t y , but as a v o l u n t a r y sacr i f i ce f o r the 
s ins of o t h e r s ; hence i n h i m s e l f H e w a s r ighteous . 

B u t w h i l e a l l th i s i s w e l l unders tood b y B e l i e v e r s , 
a n d w a s thorough l y be l ieved b y the apostles a n d 
b r e t h r e n at the t ime, th i s i n i t se l f w o u l d be no con-
v i c t i o n , con futat ion , or admoni t i on to the w o r l d , 
because the w o r l d d i d not see C h r i s t a f t e r H i s r e -
s u r r e c t i o n ; ne i ther w a s H i s ascension to the F a t h e r 
a d v e r t i s e d as a pub l i c spectacle w h i c h the w o r l d w a s 
i n v i t e d to a t tend . Bes ides , t h i s w a s not the w a y 
i n w h i c h the w o r l d w a s to be convicted , or con-
v inced . T h e w o r l d ' s conv i c t i on on the sub j e c t of 
C h r i s t ' s r ighteousness w a s to be accompl ished by 
the H o l y S p i r i t ; i t cou ld not there fore h a v e oc-
c u r r e d at the t ime of C h r i s t ' s ascension, but m u s t 
w a i t u n t i l the descent of the H o l y S p i r i t , w h i c h took 
place on the d a y of Pentecost. 

O n a n d a f ter Pentecost the apostles a n d b r e t h r e n 
gave eloquent a n d p o w e r f u l t e s t imony t h a t C h r i s t 

* F o r further explanations on this subject, please see the 
book, " C h r i s t ' s Prophecy on O l i v e t . " Paper covers, price 
1 / - (25 cents) ; in cloth binding, 1/6 (35 cents) , post free. 

h a d been r a i s e d f r o m death , a n d t h a t H e h a d ascen-
ded to the r i g h t h a n d of the M a j e s t y on h i g h . F o r 
u n c u l t u r e d persons, s u c h as the most of t h e m were , 
to g ive s u c h tes t imony w i t h h o w e v e r m u c h of n a t i v e 
eloquence w o u l d have accompl ished on ly to b r i n g 
upon themselves the derision of the scoffers. B u t 
the power of t h e i r p r e a c h i n g concern ing C h r i s t ' s 
r e s u r r e c t i o n , ascension, a n d r ighteousness l a y not i n 
t h e m s e l v e s ; the power came f r o m above by the de-
m o n s t r a t i o n of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the m i r a c l e s a n d 
wonders w h i c h the apostles a n d the be l i evers w e r e 
able to p e r f o r m . T h e s e m i r a c l e s b a c k e d up the 
p r e a c h i n g ; t h e y were a w i tness or tes t imony f r o m 
h e a v e n as to the a u t h e n t i c i t y of the message w h i c h 
the apostles a n d be l ievers w e r e dec la r ing , h a v i n g 
re ce ived the same f r o m the L o r d ( H e b r e w s 2 : 1-4) ; 
they m i g h t i l y testi f ied i n t h e i r incontestable m a n n e r 
t h a t the p r e a c h i n g w a s t r u e a n d f a i t h f u l , a n d t h a t 
J e s u s w a s " d e c l a r e d to be the S o n of G o d w i t h 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, b y the re -
s u r r e c t i o n f r o m the d e a d " ( R o m a n s 1 : 4 ) ; a n d t h u s 
the H o l y S p i r i t , w o r k i n g t h r o u g h the C h u r c h , f u r -
n i shed , b y means of the m i r a c l e s a n d s igns , a n i r r e -
futable confutat ion or admonit ion to the w o r l d , 
J e w i s h a n d Gent i le , concerning the personal 
r ighteousness of C h r i s t , a n d the s u b s t a n t i a t i o n of 
H i s c l a i m to be the S o n of God . 

T h e " w o r l d " of J u d a i s m b y i t s most notable 
m e n — " r u l e r s , a n d e lders , a n d scr ibes , a n d A n n a s 
the h i g h pr i es t , a n d C a i a p h a s , a n d J o h n , a n d 
A l e x a n d e r , a n d as m a n y as w e r e of the 
k i n d r e d of the h igh p r i e s t " ( A c t s 4 : 5, 6) — 
acknowledged the i r re futab le nature of the test imony, 
say ing , " W h a t s h a l l we do to these men? f o r tha t 
indeed a notable mirac l e h a t h been done by them 
is mani fes t to a l l them that d w e l l i n J e r u s a l e m ; a n d 
we cannot deny i t . " ( A c t s 4 : 15, 16.) B u t instead 
of submit t ing themselves to the T r u t h , w h i c h they 
admit ted they could not deny, they hardened the ir 
hearts s t i l l more, a n d took w h a t steps they could to 
h inder i t s f u r t h e r spread among the people .—Acts 
4: 17. 

T h e la rger " w o r l d " i s equal ly heedless of the tes-
t imony. T h e y general ly profess to believe tha t J e s u s 
C h r i s t was a "good m a n , " but they at once belie 
the i r profession and besmirch H i s goodness by mak-
i n g H i m out a fa ls i f ier , i n a s m u c h as they deny that 
H e died as the prop i t ia t ion for our sins, w h i c h was 
the v e r y t h i n g H e c la imed H e h a d come into the 
w o r l d to do. (Mat thew 20 : 28; 26 : 28.) W h a t miser -
able incons istency! W h a t unspeakable f o l l y ! are ex-
hibi ted by the " w o r l d " when they re ject the c laims 
of the Son of God. 

" Y e See Me No M o r e " 

T h i s expression i n J o h n 16 : 10 i s not to be taken 
as meaning that a f ter H i s ascension to the F a t h e r 
the disciples wou ld never see J e s u s . T h e expression 
ev ident ly appl ies on ly to the Gospel age ; f or the 
L o r d sa id that i f H e went a w a y H e wou ld come 
aga in a n d receive H i s people to H i m s e l f , tha t where 
H e i s they m a y also be, a n d that they m a y behold H i s 
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glory , being themselves changed into H i s l ikeness so 
that they might " see h i m as he i s . " ( J o h n 1 4 : 3 ; 
1 7 : 2 4 ; 1 J o h n 3 : 2 . ) T h e say ing , " t h e w o r l d seeth 
me no m o r e , " i s ev ident ly intended to have a 
permanent appl i cat ion beginning at the t ime of our 
L o r d ' s death, inasmuch as H e was not shown to the 
w o r l d a f ter H i s resurrect ion , nor at H i s ascension, 
a n d now H e dwells i n l i ght u n a p p r o a c h a b l e — " w h o m 
no m a n h a t h seen, nor can see . " ( 1 T i m o t h y 6 : 16.) 
T h e L o r d added, " b u t ye see m e " ( J o h n 1 4 : 1 9 ) ; 
yes, because " y e " are to be made l i k e H i m , so tha t 
" y e " m a y be able to see H i m . — 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 
49, 50. 

The Holy S p i r i t Convicting of Judgment 

" O f judgment , because the pr ince of th i s w o r l d 
is j u d g e d . " H o w w o u l d the H o l y S p i r i t convict , 
confute, or admonish the w o r l d " o f j u d g m e n t " by 
means of a judgment on " t h e pr ince of th is w o r l d ! " 

T h e descent of the H o l y S p i r i t a t Pentecost proved 
C h r i s t ' s resurrec t ion f r o m death a n d H i s ascension 
to the F a t h e r , hence H i s personal righteousness a n d 
the righteousness of H i s c la ims, as above shown. T h e 
w o r k of the H o l y S p i r i t , of w r i t i n g the l a w of God 
on the m i n d a n d heart of the believers ( 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 
3 : 3 ; Hebrews 8 : 1 0 ) , also convinces the w o r l d i n 
respect of righteousness, leading them to contrast the 
holiness a n d p u r i t y of the believers w i t h t h e i r own 
unrighteousness. O u r L o r d sa id , " L e t y o u r l i ght so 
shine before men, that they m a y see y o u r good works , 
a n d g lor i fy y o u r F a t h e r w h i c h i s i n heaven. "—• 
Matthew 5 : 16. 

B u t more t h a n th is was proved by the descent of 
the S p i r i t ; v i z . , that J e s u s was exalted to the posi-
t ion of " a P r i n c e and a S a v i o u r . " T h e H o l y S p i r i t 
is p a r t i c u l a r l y mentioned as a witness to th is . ( A c t s 
5 : 3 1 , 32.) I f J e s u s has thus been exalted to be the 
P r i n c e , that f a c t i s i n i tse l f a judgment against the 
" p r i n c e of th i s w o r l d ; " a n d so the v e r y presence of 
the H o l y S p i r i t , granted to them t h a t obey H i m , 
was and is a n admonit ion that J e s u s has indeed been 
exal ted to the F a t h e r ' s throne. ( R e v e l a t i o n 3 : 21.) 
I t i s only necessary for us now to inqu i r e how th i s 
judgment affects the " w o r l d " a n d i t s " p r i n c e . " 

" N o w is the judgment of th i s w o r l d : now sha l l the 
pr ince of th i s w o r l d be cast o u t . " ( J o h n 1 2 : 31.) 
So our L o r d prophesied shor t ly before H i s cruc i f ix ion . 
T h e effect upon the J e w i s h h igh pr ies t , the " p r i n c e " 
of the " w o r l d " of J u d a i s m , i s a l ready a mat ter of 
h i s tory . J e s u s w a s exalted not on ly a P r i n c e , but 
also a H i g h P r i e s t — " a pr ies t forever a f t e r the order 
of Melch isedec , " and Mediator of the N e w Covenant , 
better t h a n that of the L a w . T h e J e w i s h h igh pr iest , 
the " p r i n c e " of the " w o r l d " of J u d a i s m , was there-
fore cast out of office, a n d he w i l l never again occupy 
i t . T h e judgment has a l ready been s u m m a r i l y exe-
cuted against h i m ; the temple w a s le f t wi thout one 
stone upon another, a n d the L a w i tse l f , under w h i c h 
the J e w i s h H i g h P r i e s t h e l d office, was done a w a y 
i n C h r i s t - H e b r e w s 7 : 11-13, 21 -26 ; 8 : 1-6; Colos-
d a n s 2 : 14, 1 5 ; 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 3 : 7, 1 4 ; Mat the w 
2 4 : 2 . 

T h e effect upon the secular pr inces and k ings of 
the la rger " w o r l d " i s not ye t as m a r k e d as i n the 
case of the J e w i s h h igh priest . B u t i t w i l l come. 
T h e k ings have not been w i s e ; the judges of the 
ear th have not suffered themselves to be i n s t r u c t e d ; 
they have not " k i s s e d " the exalted Son of God set 
upon H i s holy h i l l of Z i o n ; they have not bowed 
down a n d submitted themselves. There fore they also 
must be east o u t ; the i r ins t i tut ions must be broken 
w i t h a rod of i r o n , a n d must be dashed i n pieces l ike 
a potter ' s vessel, by H i m W h o i s K i n g of k ings a n d 
L o r d of lords, when H e comes f o r t h to make w a r 
against those who have the impudence, w h i ch would 
be sublime were it not so foolish, to resist H i m . D u r -
i n g the Gospel age H e has not shown H i m s e l f v e r y 
m u c h i n H i s capac i ty of K i n g of k ings a n d L o r d 
of lords , because H e has had i n h a n d the w o r k of 
c a l l i n g out a special people to become H i s j o i n t heirs . 
B u t the time i s now v e r y near for H i m to show H i m -
self as the m i g h ty Potentate i n the af fa irs of ear th , 
a n d H e w i l l do th i s i n a manner that w i l l leave no 
room for doubt ; f or H e must re ign u n t i l a l l enemies 
are p u t under H i s f e e t .— 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 25. 

S t i l l Another Prince to be Deposed 

T h e r e is another " p r i n c e " of th i s " w o r l d . " H e 
has been " t h e god of th i s w o r l d , " b l i n d i n g the minds 
of them w h i c h believe not (2 C o r i n t h i a n s 4 : 4 ) , a n d 
the whole w o r l d has been under h is wicked influence 
for thousands of years . ( 1 J o h n 5 : 18, 1 9 ) . H e 
made to the L o r d the spurious offer of a l l the k i n g -
doms of the w o r l d , i f our S a v i o u r wou ld but bow 
down a n d worsh ip h i m . (Mat thew 4 : 8, 9.) H e i s 
cal led by our L o r d " t h e strong m a n . " (Mat thew 
1 2 : 29. ) T h i s great one must also be cast out, a n d 
v e r y soon the L o r d w i l l bruise h i m under the feet 
of H i s saints ( R o m a n s 1 6 : 2 0 ) , a n d w i l l re l ieve the 
w o r l d of h i s r u l e r s h i p over them a n d the deceptions 
w i t h w h i c h he has deceived them. A l l the e v i l a r -
rangements a n d systems w h i c h he has invented s h a l l 
be destroyed w h e n S a t a n , ' ' the strong m a n , ' ' i s bound, 
a n d then w i l l be established the new arrangements , the 
new " w o r l d " or order of t h i n g s — u n d e r our L o r d 
J e s u s C h r i s t . T h e present " p r i n c e of the power of 
the a i r " is a w i cked s p i r i t , w o r k i n g i n the minds of 
the ch i ldren of disobedience; the L o r d sha l l depose 
h i m f r o m his empire of the " a i r " (dominion over the 
minds of m e n ) , a n d s h a l l H i m s e l f r u l e over men. 
( B p h e s i a n s 2 : 1 - 6 ; Colossians 1 : 12-14.) I n the p r e -
sent age those who believe are l iberated f r o m h i s 
t y r a n n y ; these are b y the grace of God del ivered f r o m 
the power of darkness , a n d t rans la ted , or set over, 
into the K i n g d o m of God 's dear Son. 

T h a n k s be unto God for a l l H i s precious promises ; 
t h a n k s be unto H i m for the P r i n c e a n d S a v i o u r 
W h o m H e has p r o v i d e d ; thank s be unto H i m for the 
sending of the promised H o l y S p i r i t the Comforter , 
to guide H i s people into T r u t h , a n d to convict , con-
fute , a n d admonish the " w o r l d " of Sin, because they 
believe not on J e s u s ; of Righteousness, because the 
Son of God has ascended to the F a t h e r ; of Judgment, 
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because—thank G o d ! — t h e pr ince of th i s w o r l d i s exal ted P r i n c e a n d S a v i o u r , God ' s K i n g upon H i s 
judged a n d must shor t ly be cast out. H a i l to the holy h i l l , Z i o n ! 

*?» *T» •?* 

The Holy Spirit as Demonstrator of Sonship 
—Romans 8: 9, 14, 16— 

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit , i f so be 
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now i f any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ , he is none of his. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, where-
by we cry, Abba, Father . 

16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God. 

DE M O N S T R A T I O N is r i g h t l y required for every 
proposit ion w h i c h is not self -evident. I t i s 
therefore a v e r y good t h i n g that n e a r l y a l l 

propositions are demonstrably t r u e or false. F o r i n -
stance, i f i t be agreed that 9 a n d 1 make 10, a n d the 
proposition be advanced that 6 a n d 4 make 10 j u s t 
as 9 and 1 do, i t i s quite easy to demonstrate the cor-
rectness of t h i s by s t a r t i n g w i t h the 6 a n d count-
i n g f our more to i t — 7 , 8, 9, 10. I f another proposi-
t ion be advanced, that 5 a n d 3 make 10, i t is equal ly 
easy to demonstrate the incorrectness of th i s by s t a r t -
i n g w i t h the 5, a n d count ing three more to i t — 6 , 7, 8 ; 
by wh i ch we are convinced that 5 a n d 3 make 8 ; but 
not 10. 

Not every proposition i s as r e a d i l y subject to de-
monstrat ion as are these e lementary ones; some re -
quire long a n d in t r i ca te ca l cu la t i ons ; others m a y re -
quire c a r e f u l watchfulness for prolonged per iods— 
a year , or m a n y years . B u t i f one be t r u l y interested 
i n a statement or proposition, he w i l l not ba lk at 
intr i cac ies of ca lculat ion or protractedness of w a i t -
i n g for the demonstration. I f a n y t h i n g , the sat is -
factor iness of the demonstration w i l l be r a t h e r en-
hanced b y the difficulties i n the w a y of reach ing i t . 

I f a l l this be t r u e concerning propositions that 
affect on ly the temporal th ings w h i c h per ish w i t h the 
us ing , how m u c h more sat is factory must i t be to 
have a demonstration of that statement, the greatest 
that can be made of a n y one i n the present l i f e , a n d 
w h i c h affects not on ly the present l i f e , but also that 
w h i c h i s to come—that statement of the Apost le J o h n 
i n 1 J o h n 3 : 2 — 

" B e l o v e d , Now are W e the Sons of G o d " 

I t seems clear, f r o m the use of the words " n o w " 
a n d " w e , " that the Apost le does not speak of a l l men 
i n his own d a y nor yet of a n y or a l l persons of other 
times, but only of some i n a cer ta in t ime. I s there, 
then , a n y t h i n g that sets out the conditions of sonship, 
a n d so furn ishes a demonstration as to who are the 
" w e " tha t the Apost le mentions? T h e r e i s such a 
demonstrat ion p r o v i d e d ; i t is one of the g r a n d offices 
of the H o l y S p i r i t to show who are the ch i ld ren of 
God, a n d to comfort those ch i ld ren by adequate tes-
t i m o n y as to the i r re lat ionship to the d iv ine F a t h e r . 

Our F a t h e r i n Heaven 

A n idea that has f ound much acceptance, even 
among those who ought to know better, is that God 
is to be regarded as the F a t h e r of a l l men, a n d so 
the phrase " T h e Fatherhoo d of G o d " has become v e r y 
popular . I n a creative sense we are H i s offspring, 
f or H e made m a n i n the first p la ce ; i t i s also t rue that 
God sustains the l ives of men, a n d that a l l would 
soon per i sh d i d H e wi thho ld the sunshine a n d the 
r a i n . ( A c t s 1 7 : 25-29 ; 1 3 : 15-17.) B u t , a p a r t f r o m 
th is , God does not acknowledge a l l men as H i s c h i l -
d r e n or members of H i s f a m i l y ; H e proc laims them 
as enemies to H i m s e l f , a n d recommends H i s love i n 
that , " w h i l e we were yet s i n n e r s , " and enemies, 
C h r i s t d ied for us. ( R o m a n s 5 : 8-10.) C e r t a i n 
steps need to be taken before men can reach the posi-
t ion i n w h i c h they m a y say of t h e m s e l v e s — " N o w 
are we the sons of G o d . " T h e y need to realize the i r 
position as s inners a n d enemies of God , unreconci led, 
a n d c o n t r a r y to God i n both flesh a n d m i n d . ( E p h e -
s ians 2 : 1-3; Colossians 1 : 21.) T h e y need to re -
cognize J e s u s as the on ly One who, on account of 
H i s death as the sat is factory offering for s i n , is en-
t i t l ed to mediate between God a n d men, a n d is able 
to accomplish the needed reconci l iat ion. (Colossians 
1 : 2 0 ; 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 4-7.) T h e y need also to come 
unto God through J e s u s C h r i s t the only W a y ( J o h n 
1 4 : 6 ) , confessing that H e i s the Messiah, the C h r i s t , 
the Son of the l i v i n g God, the One also named J e s u s , 
because H e was sent to save H i s people f r o m the i r 
sins. ( 1 J o h n 5 : 1 ; Mat thew 1 6 : 1 6 ; 1 : 21. ) T h e n 
God i s prepared to recognize them as H i s people, a n d 
to adopt them as H i s c h i l d r e n ; but not before. T h e 
theory that God is the F a t h e r of a l l men is most mis -
leading, w h i c h demonstrates nothing more t h a n the 
wi l l ingness of i t s adherents to presume on the d iv ine 
goodness. 

Servants or Sons? 

Not even a l l those who i n t imes past showed a 
sincere desire to do God 's w i l l were permit ted to 
r egard themselves as sons of God. Moses was a m a n 
of God, e n j o y i n g m a n y f a v o u r s f r o m the A l m i g h t y . 
God spoke w i t h Moses face to face, a n d a l l but re -
vealed H i s face to th i s f avoured man , a f ter commun-
i n g w i t h h i m f o r t y days . Y e t we do not r e ad of 
Moses as a son of God, but as a servant . "Moses 
v e r i l y was f a i t h f u l i n a l l h i s house, as a s e r v a n t . " — 
Hebrews 3 : 5. 

A b r a h a m was a marve l lous m a n , whose f a i t h i n 
God a n d w i l l i n g obedience to the d iv ine commands 
are held u p i n the S c r i p t u r e s as patterns w o r t h y of 
imi tat ion b y a l l the ages. A b r a h a m ' s f a i t h was more 
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t h a n a pro fess ion ; i t w a s ev ident ly the genuine 
ar t i c l e , because God was pleased to count i t to h i m 
for righteousness, a n d by i t he " o b t a i n e d a good r e -
p o r t . " ( R o m a n s 4 : 3, 20 -22 ; H e b r e w s 1 1 : 2, 8-19, 
39.) B u t we are not told that A b r a h a m was regarded 
as a son of God. T h e highest descr ipt ion of A b r a -
h a m ' s re lat ion , granted a f ter A b r a h a m ' s f a i t h h a d 
reached i t s c l i m a x of works , was expressed i n the 
w o r d " f r i e n d of G o d " — a goodly word , indeed, a n d 
doubtless one of the most t reasured of A b r a h a m ' s 
possessions. (2 Chronic les 2 0 : 7 ; I s a i a h 4 1 : 8 ; 
J a m e s 2 : 21-23.) Y e t a f r i e n d — e v e n a dear f r i e n d — 
is not i n quite as good a posit ion as the Son of the 
F a t h e r , nor as the Son ' s b r ide .—Matthew 3 : 1 7 ; J o h n 
1 : 33, 3 4 ; 3 : 29. 

T h e servant i s not m u c h i n the confidence of h is 
l o r d ; but the son i s enlightened concerning h i s 
f a t h e r ' s plans. T h e servant is ordered to do th i s or 
that wi thout being g iven to unders tan d the w h y s 
a n d where fores ; but a f a t h e r reveals m a n y things to 
h is son. I n short , " t h e servant knoweth not what h is 
l o r d d o e t h . " ( J o h n 1 5 : 15.) B e i n g members of 
the house of servants over w h i c h Moses was f a i t h -
f u l , the disciples of our S a v i o u r d u r i n g H i s e a r t h l y 
m i n i s t r y were i n the position of servants . Near the 
close of H i s m i n i s t r y , the Master sa id they should no 
longer be cal led servants but H i s f r i ends , because 
H e had made k n o w n to them a l l H e h a d heard f r o m 
the F a t h e r . ( J o h n 1 5 : 15.) B u t a l i t t l e l a ter they 
were g iven another promotion, a n d , even i n a n t i c i p a -
t ion of the heavenly demonstration, the L o r d J e s u s , 
the i r Master a n d F r i e n d , was pleased to acknowledge 
them as " m y b r e t h r e n . " ( M a t t h e w 2 8 : 1 0 ; J o h n 
2 0 : 1 7 ; H e b r e w s 2 : 11-13.) H o w w o n d e r f u l to be 
acknowledged b y the r i s e n , glorif ied S a v i o u r as H i s 
b r e t h r e n ; as ch i ld ren w i t h H i m s e l f of one F a t h e r — 
" m y F a t h e r , a n d your F a t h e r ; " as worshippers w i t h 
H i m s e l f of the one a n d on ly t rue G o d — " m y God, a n d 
y o u r G o d . " 

I n a short space of t ime the disciples advanced 
f r o m the ir b i r t h position as servants to the position 
of f r i end s of J e s u s , a n d soon a f ter t h a t aga in to the 
posit ion of bre thren of J e s u s . B u t , according to 
Hebrews 2 : 12, not the apostles only, but a l l the 
C h u r c h are honoured b y being cal led the bre thren 
of J e s u s a n d sons of God. ( G a l a t i a n s 4 : 5-7.) T h e 
apostles were not thus d is t inguished as " b r e t h r e n " 
of J e s u s , according to J o h n 1 5 : 1 5 ; 2 0 : 17, u n t i l a f ter 
the death a n d resurrect ion of the Sav i our . A n d th is 
fac t helps us to unders tand w h y " s o m e better t h i n g " 
i s provided for us t h a n w a s provided for A b r a h a m , 
the f r i e n d of God who obtained a good report 
( H e b r e w s 1 1 : 39, 4 0 ) , a n d w h y the least i n the K i n g -
dom of heaven i s greater t h a n J o h n the B a p t i s t , who 
was the special f r i e n d of the Br idegroom, a n d most 
honoured of the prophets .—Matthew 1 1 : 1 1 ; J o h n 3 : 
27-31. 

H a v i n g l i v e d a n d died before the death a n d resur -
rect ion of J e s u s , A b r a h a m a n d J o h n were not l i v i n g 
i n the time when they could be cal led bre thren of 
J e s u s and sons of God. Confession that J e s u s i s the 
C h r i s t , and a heart-bel ief tha t God h a t h ra i sed H i m 

f r o m the dead, are necessary before one can be recog-
nized as a son of God. ( 1 J o h n 5 : 1 ; R o m a ns 1 0 : 
9.) A b r a h a m m a n i f e s t l y l i v e d too soon for these 
conditions to be fu l f i l l ed by h i m , a n d even J o h n the 
B a p t i s t d i d not l i v e long enough to know that God 
h a d ra ised J e s u s f r o m the d e a d ; therefore they could 
not enter into the pr iv i l eged position of sons of God. 
B u t to others, since the i r t ime, th i s great pr iv i lege 
i s granted of becoming bre thren of J e s u s , he i rs of 
God, a n d j o i n t he i rs w i t h C h r i s t to the glorious hea-
v e n l y inher i tance to w h i c h God ra ised H i m f r o m the 
dead. ( 1 P e t e r 1 : 3-5, 10-12.) " F o r ye are a l l the 
ch i ldren of God by faith in Christ Jesus," says the 
Apost le , thus conf irming w h a t has a l ready been seen 
to be the test imony of the S c r i p t u r e s before c i t e d . — 
G a l a t i a n s 3 : 26. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t Given to Sons 
" A n d because [or, according to Dr. E l l i c o t t ' s translation, 

" a s a proof t h a t " ] ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father . — 
Galatians 4: 6. 

I t i s to be c a r e f u l l y noted that the H o l y S p i r i t is 
not sent into the hearts of believers i n order that by 
th i s means they might become sons of God. T h e y 
become sons of God through f a i t h i n C h r i s t J e s u s 
( G a l a t i a n s 3 : 2 6 ; 1 J o h n 5 : 1 ) , they are recognized 
by the F a t h e r as such, a n d because H e so recognizes 
them H e sends H i s S p i r i t to them. I t is not, there-
fore, tha t God m a y be enabled to recognize believers 
as H i s sons, but r a t h e r that believers m a y recognize 
God as the i r F a t h e r , a n d themselves as H i s adopted 
sons, tha t the S p i r i t i s g iven them, c r y i n g , " A b b a , 
F a t h e r . " 

T h u s i s g ranted to the believer a v i e w of the H o l y 
S p i r i t i n one of the most comfort ing relat ions pos-
sible to ex is t between the S p i r i t a n d the be l iever— 
the Demonstrator of h is sonship and of God ' s F a t h e r -
hood. T h e v e r y presence of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the 
be l iever ' s heart demonstrates that he i s a n adopted 
son of God. Converse ly , the absence of God ' s S p i r i t 
f r o m a n y heart demonstrates tha t t h a t person i s not 
a n adopted son of G o d ; a n d so the Apost le s a y s — 
" I f a n y m a n have not the S p i r i t of C h r i s t , he i s 
none of h i s . " — R o m a n s 8 : 9. 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t i s received as a g i f t f r om God i n 
the first instance " b y the h e a r i n g of f a i t h , " a n d as 
the token of s ins forg iven. ( G a l a t i a n s 3 : 2 ; A c t s 2 : 
3 8 ; E p h e s i a n s 1 : 13.) T h e H o l y S p i r i t thus g iven 
i s ca l led i n E p h e s i a n s 1 : 13, 14 a seal or pledge— 
" i n whom also a f ter that ye believed, ye were sealed 
w i t h that ho ly S p i r i t of promise, "Which i s the ear-
nest of our inher i tance u n t i l the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of h is 
g l o r y . " T h e continuance of the H o l y S p i r i t ' s 
presence i n the bel iever ' s heart w i l l be m a n i -
fest by means of cer ta in w o r k s , cal led " t h e f r u i t of. 
the S p i r i t . " ( G a l a t i a n s 5 : 22-25.) I f th i s " f r u i t " 
does not exhib i t i t se l f as a n addit ion to the be l iever ' s 
f a i t h ( 2 Pe ter 1 : 5 -7 ) , t h i s l a c k proves h i s bl indness 
to s p i r i t u a l th ings a n d h is forgetfulness of the m e r c y 
of God i n f o r g i v i n g h is past sins* ( v . 9 ) ; hence also 
i t proves that he is no longer recognized as a son of 
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God, but i s regarded as h a v i n g t u r n e d back again 
to the pol lutions of the w o r l d , f r o m w h i c h he h a d 
been del ivered through C h r i s t . — 2 P e t e r 2 : 20-22. 

Demonstration to Others 

T h e H o l y S p i r i t i n the bel iever 's heart i s not only 
a comfort ing demonstration to h imsel f of h i s son-
ship , but also a demonstration to others of tha t r e l a -
t ionship between God a n d himself . I f one have the 
S p i r i t i n h i s heart , he w i l l mani fes t the " f r u i t " i n 
his d a i l y l i f e . Others must inev i tab l y see th is a n d 
take note of i t ; a n d so, by the H o l y S p i r i t , the be-
l i e v e r ' s sonship w i l l be demonstrated to those who 
observe h is w a l k a n d conversation. T h i s " f r u i t " 
w i l l not mani fest i t se l f as i t were by compulsion, 
f or the H o l y S p i r i t i s not a s p i r i t of bondage a n d 
f ear ( R o m a n s 8 : 1 5 ) , but of power, a n d of love, a n d 
of a sound m i n d . I t i s a S p i r i t of l i b e r t y to love 
a n d serve God through C h r i s t , a n d to bear a n a b u n -
dance of "good f r u i t . " T h e sons of God are free 
to exercise t h i s " s o u n d m i n d , " for against th is 
" f r u i t " there is a n d can be no l a w .— 2 T i m o t h y 1 : 
7 ; J o h n 8 : 31-36 ; G a l a t i a n s 5 : 23. 

" L e d by the S p i r i t " 

M a n y foolish a n d h u r t f u l notions have been asso-
ciated w i t h th is s imple phrase f o u n d i n Romans 8 : 
14. Some have professed to a l l but hear a voice 
d i rec t ing them to do t h i s or that , to go here or there. 
Others have f e l t themselves impel led—almost forced 
— t o take a ce r ta in course, as though one pushed or 
pu l l ed them. A n d these things they have c la imed 
were " l e a d i n g s " of the H o l y S p i r i t ! 

H o l y men of old were mechanica l ly i n s p i r ed by 
the H o l y S p i r i t to w r i t e the S c r i p t u r e s ( 2 P e t e r 1 : 
2 1 ) , the w r i t e r s of the Gospels, the A c t s a n d E p i s t l e s , 
a n d the Reve la t i on were also s u p e r n a t u r a l l y guided 
by the H o l y S p i r i t . B u t now the S c r i p t u r e s are 
counted sufficient for a l l the needs of the m a n of 
God, a n d such i n s p i r a t i o n by the H o l y S p i r i t i s no 
more k n o w n among the L o r d ' s people. (2 T i m o t h y 
3 : 15-17; 2 P e t e r 3 : 15, 16.) There fore , the " v o i c e s " 
a n d " i m p u l s e s " w h i c h some profess to " h e a r " a n d 
" f e e l " are not " l e a d i n g s " of the H o l y S p i r i t , but of 
another s p i r i t , or even the n a t u r a l a c t i v i t y of the i r 
own bra ins . 

B u t when Roman s 8 : 14 is considered i n connec-
t ion w i t h i t s context ( v . 1 3 ) , w i t h w h i c h i t i s con-
nected by the w o r d " F o r , " s i g n i f y i n g " B e c a u s e , " 
the Apost le ' s meaning i n us in g the words , " l e d by 
the S p i r i t , " is at once discerned. I n verse 13, he 
has shown that the w o r k of the i n d w e l l i n g S p i r i t i s 
to " m o r t i f y [ k i l l ] the deeds of the b o d y . " These 
deeds a n d desires of the flesh are a l l unho ly a n d con-
t r a r y to the w i l l of God, as m a y r e a d i l y be seen b y 
perus ing the l i s t of them g iven i n G a l a t i a n s 5 : 19-21 . 
B y " t h e flesh" i s not meant the p h y s i c a l body as 
such, but the s i n f u l m i n d w h i c h uses the body i n a 
selfish a n d unho ly manner . T h i s c a r n a l or fleshly 
m i n d i s e n m i t y against G o d ; i t i s not subject to the 
l a w of God, a n d cannot be. ( R o m a n s 8 : 7.) The 
only t h i n g to do w i t h i t i s to k i l l it . The 
H o l y S p i r i t i n the believer has to do th is , and also to 

b r i n g f o r t h , instead of the vices, the " f r u i t " men-
tioned i n G a l a t i a n s 5 : 22, 23. I f the S p i r i t be suc-
cessful i n doing th i s , " y e s h a l l l i v e . F o r as m a n y as 
are led by the S p i r i t of God, they are the sons of 
G o d . " ( R o m a n s 8 : 13, 14.) T o be " l e d by the 
S p i r i t " means j u s t w h a t the Apost le describes i n 
v . 1 3 ; v i z . , to have one's m i n d in formed on the w i l l 
of God by whose S p i r i t the l i f e p leas ing to H i m has 
been set f o r t h for our l earn ing . T h i s requires that 
we put to death the desires a n d deeds of the f a l l e n 
flesh, a n d that we b r i n g f o r t h instead the v i r t u e s of 
the d iv ine character . M a y God help us to fol low th is 
leading, a n d to avoid the snares a n d p i t f a l l s into 
w h i c h our n a t u r a l imaginat ions , a ided a n d abetted 
by a n unho ly s p i r i t , are too ready to lead us. So 
s h a l l our fo l l owing of the H o l y S p i r i t ' s l eading be a 
demonstration to ourselves and to others that we are 
indeed the sons of God. 

The S p i r i t B e a r i n g Witness 

M a n y wel l -meaning C h r i s t i a n s have been led into 
great difficulties i n the ir C h r i s t i a n experience by the 
supposit ion that the H o l y S p i r i t d w e l l i n g w i t h i n 
them means that they must have a constant ly h a p p y 
fee l ing . P e r h a p s they have h e a r d some say how 
" h a p p y " they were, a n d have thought, w i thout i n -
q u i r i n g into the S c r i p t u r e s , that they must have th i s 
h a p p y fee l ing a l l the t ime. S u c h a C h r i s t i a n w i l l 
sometimes express h i s conception of the wi tness ing of 
the H o l y S p i r i t i n the words , " I feel that I a m a 
ch i ld of G o d . " B u t i f the person be asked on w h a t 
foundat ion does th is f ee l ing rest , i t comes out even-
t u a l l y tha t the feeling i s both foundat ion a n d super-
s t ruc ture . A s long as the feeling i s present, the per-
son i s ecstatic a n d emphatic i n h is rea l i zat ion a n d 
insistence that he i s , a c h i l d of God. ' B u t let the 
feeling d i m i n i s h or disappear, a n d the poor un for -
tunate i s as woe-begone as he was f o r m e r l y ecstat i c ; 
now he i s as cer ta in as can be t h a t the A l m i g h t y has 
east h i m off, a n d perhaps he ins is ts tha t he has com-
mit ted the s i n unto death, a lthough he has probably 
no idea whatever as to w h a t that s i n might be. A l l 
th i s stress l a i d upon feeling i s a tremendous error , 
a n d one of the most successful of the delusions en-
gineered b y the A d v e r s a r y . T h e S c r i p t u r e never 
tel ls us that we are c h i l d r en of God because we feel 
we a r e ; or t h a t we are not ch i ld ren of God because 
we do not feel something. T h e s c r i p t u r a l teaching 
concerning the witness or test imony of God 's S p i r i t 
as to the sonship of believers i s based on solid t r u t h , 
not on emotional excitement. 

T h e manner of the H o l y S p i r i t ' s witness or test i -
mony is twofold. I n the first place, the v e r y presence 
of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the be l iever 's heart is a tes t i -
mony that he i s a son of God. " A n d because ye are 
sons, God h a t h sent f o r t h the S p i r i t of H i s S o n into 
y o u r hearts , c r y i n g , " A b b a , F a t h e r . " ( G a l a t i a n s 4 : 
6.) I f i t be asked, H o w m a y we be assured that the 
S p i r i t of God i s i n our hearts , the answer i s — " B y 
the i r f r u i t s , " added to the i n i t i a l f a i t h . T h e f r u i t 
of the S p i r i t i s the group of C h r i s t i a n v i r tues . The 
love of God can be shed abroad i n our hear ts only 
by the H o l y S p i r i t . ( R o m a n s 5 : 5.) I f the love of 
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God i s i n our hearts , i t proves tha t the H o l y S p i r i t 
i s there, a n d the presence of the S p i r i t i s a proof that 
God regards us as H i s ch i ldren by f a i t h i n C h r i s t 
J e s u s .— 2 P e t e r 1 : 5-15. 

T h e other method of the S p i r i t ' s witness or tes t i -
mony to our s p i r i t concerning our sonship i s by 
means of the i n s p i r ed W o r d . T h e conditions on 
w h i c h we m a y become sons of God are c l ear ly stated 
i n the W o r d . ( J o h n 1 : 11 -13 ; 1 J o h n 5 : 1 ; G a l a t i a n s 
3 : 26.) I f we have complied w i t h those conditions, 
we are to believe that we are sons of God. ' ' B e l o v e d , 
now are we the sons of G o d . " ( 1 J o h n 3 : 1 , 2.) 
T h i s i s a glorious fac t , testified to i n black a n d whi te 
by the H o l y S p i r i t , a n d we have to believe th i s tes t i -
mony j u s t as i m p l i c i t l y as we should believe the test i -
mony of a n y other credible witness . 

H a v i n g received th is twofo ld test imony of the H o l y 
S p i r i t as to our sonship, we are ent i t led to feel , and 
should feel , happy , j o y f u l , and s p i r i t u a l l y up l i f t ed . 
These feelings w i l l not be based on a n ignorant 
f r e n z y , but upon a solid a n d proved fact , a n d w i l l 

therefore not be f a n c i f u l but reasonable feelings. B u t 
i f seasons of t r i a l a n d weariness of m i n d come, as 
come they must ( H e b r e w s 1 2 : 5 -11) , the fact of our 
sonship s t i l l r emains , a n d helps us m u c h i n the bear-
i n g of t r i a l s , k n o w i n g that God has promised that a l l 
th ings sha l l w o r k together for good to them that love 
H i m , " w h o are the cal led according to H i s p u r p o s e " 
—sons of God, " c o n f o r m e d to the image of H i s Son , 
that he might be the firstborn among m a n y b r e t h r e n . ' ' 
( R o m a n s 8: 28, 29. ) Insan e persons sometimes i m a -
gine themselves to be r o y a l pr inces , but i t i s only a 
feeling, a n d they have have nothing to show for i t ; the 
feeling i s a l l they have. I f we t h i n k of ourselves as 
sons of God, let us do so on the basis of facts, con-
v i n c i n g l y set before us i n the S c r i p t u r e s , and , so f a r 
as they relate to w h a t i s required of us , demonstrated 
by the H o l y S p i r i t i n us. A n d finally, by l ov ing our 
brethren ( 1 J o h n 3 : 1 4 ; 5 : 1 , 2 ) , let us , by the H o l y 
S p i r i t ' s a i d , demonstrate to others the fa c t tha t we 
are indeed the ch i ld ren of God. 

The Sin Against The Holy Spirit 
—Matthew 12: 31, 32-

31 Wherefore I say unto you, A l l manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 

32 A n d whosoever speaketh a word against the Bon of 
man, i t shall be forgiven him: but whosever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, i t shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world [literally, " a g e " ] , neither in the world [ " a g e " ] to 
come. 

EV E R Y T H I N G thus f a r c6nsidered about the 
H o l y S p i r i t has shown f o r t h God 's love i n pro-
v i d i n g a n d sending such a wonder fu l Com-

for ter a n d Guide for H i s people. T h e S p i r i t has 
helped God 's people to unders tand the W o r d ; has 
gu ided them into a l l t r u t h ; has brought to the ir 
remembrance items of t r u t h f o r m e r l y l e a r n e d ; has 
interceded for them w i t h unut tered groan ings ; has 
witnessed to them that the ir sins are f o r g i v e n ; has 
been a demonstrator that sincere-hearted believers i n 
J e s u s are regarded as God ' s ch i ldren , members of 
H i s f a m i l y by adoption. A l l these gracious offices 
have been fu l f i l l ed by the H o l y S p i r i t to the people 
of God severa l ly a n d col lectively since the great day 
of Pentecost, the same S p i r i t is s t i l l showing d iv ine 
grace to the obedient believers, a n d they are exhorted 
to " b e filled w i t h the S p i r i t . " — E p h e s i a n s 5 : 18. 

I t has been w e l l for us to real ize , i n our experience 
as w e l l as f r o m the teaching of S c r i p t u r e , the H o l y 
S p i r i t as the promised Comforter , because such r e -
a l izat ion must apprec iab ly assist us to unders tand 
another phase of the S p i r i t ' s re lat ion to God 's people. 

T h e S p i r i t of God occupies a position of the great-
est d ign i ty , w h i c h must needs be m i n u t e l y observed 
b y us , for offence against the H o l y S p i r i t i s f a t a l . 
I f one were to speak blasphemously against the Son 
of m a n , the S a v i o u r sa id , forgiveness of the offence i s 

possible; but blasphemy against the H o l y S p i r i t is 
not forgivable , nei ther i n th i s age, nor i n the age to 
come. A l l manner of s i n a n d blasphemy i s f o rg iv -
able, except tha t against the H o l y S p i r i t . I t becomes 
us then to consider w e l l th is matter , that we m a y 
real ize the circumspectness w h i c h must govern our 
d a i l y w a l k , a n d the carefulness w h i c h must w a t c h 
over our words , so that we m a y avo id the w r o n g 
course. 

Orig in and Effect of S i n 

T h e o r ig ina l s inner , who "abode not i n the t r u t h " 
( a n d f r o m th i s statement we must acknowledge that 
he was once i n the t r u t h ) , was the dev i l . ( J o h n 8 : 
44.) B u t , as f a r as the h u m a n race i s concerned, s i n 
entered b y means of i t s v e r y f irst members. S i n is 
transgression against l aw , a n d our first parents took 
upon themselves the responsibi l i ty of disobedience to 
the command w h i c h God h a d given them concerning 
a c e r ta in tree. ( R o m a n s 5 : 1 2 ; 1 J o h n 3 : 4 ; Genesis 
2 : 1 7 ; 3 : 2, 3, 6.) I n i tse l f , a n d as f a r as the va lue 
of the proper ty taken was concerned, th i s offence 
might appear to be no greater t h a n t h a t of i r respon-
sible boys i n a n orchard . B u t m a n is ever prone 
to judge by the outward appearance, a n d such j u d g -
ment i s seldom j u s t . I n E d e n , the va lue of the f r u i t 
taken d i d not enter into cons iderat ion ; God was no 
poorer because of i t , nor w o u l d H e have been w e a l -
th ier h a d the f r u i t not been taken . T h e question was 
not of m a t e r i a l , but of m o r a l values . W o u l d A d a m 
and E v e obey God, or not ? T h e y disobeyed. 

T h e first effect of th is disobedience w a s to b r i n g 
upon themselves the pena l ty of death w h i c h had been 
associated w i t h the command. (Genesis 2 : 17.) T h e 



J u l y 1 , 1935 103 

i n q u i r y was held, a n d the g u i l t y p a i r acknowledged 
the ir s i n , aggravat ing the offence by seeking to sh i f t 
the responsib i l i ty f or i t onto others, A d a m not f ear -
i n g even to t r y to invo lve God H i m s e l f when he said 
— " T h e woman whom T H O U gavest to be w i t h me, 
she gave me of the tree, a n d I d i d e a t . ' ' (Genesis 3 : 
12.) T h e sentence of death was d u l y pronounced, 
a n d i t was exp la ined that i t s fu l f i lment wou ld be i n 
A d a m ' s r e t u r n " u n t o the g r o u n d ; f or out of i t wast 
thou t a k e n : f or dust thou a r t , a n d unto dust shalt 
thou r e t u r n . " (Genesis 3 : 19. ) T h i s wou ld mean 
nothing short of the complete destruct ion of the s i n -
f u l ones. Be fore A d a m was formed of the dust of 
the ground (Genesis 2 : 7 ) , he was n o t h i n g ; r e t u r n i n g 
to the ground he wou ld become nothing , as he h a d 
been before creation. A d a m was not told that he 
should l i ve forever i n a state of anguish , m e n t a l or 
p h y s i c a l ; he was told that he must die, a n d special 
measures were taken to insure that he should die, and 
not l i ve forever .*—Genes is 3 : 22-24. 

T h e effect of the s i n i n E d e n was not restr ic ted to 
the s i n n e r s ; i t was passed on to t h e i r posterity , and 
a l l the. race i s invo lved there in , as the S c r i p t u r e s as-
sure us. ( R o m a n s 5 : 12, 15-19; 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 5 : 
2 1 , 22. ) T h i s is the reason w h y a l l die, whether the 
i n f a n t w h i c h could not have s inned, or the aged per-
son t h a t has s inned repeatedly d u r i n g a long l i f e . 
T h e i n f a n t does not die on account of i ts own s in , for 
i t has not s i n n e d ; but neither does the aged person die 
on account of h i s own sins, t though they be m a n y ; 
a l l die on account of the o r i g i n a l s i n , h a v i n g been 
constituted s inners by that one disobedience of the i r 
ancestors. 

F o r that E d e n i c s i n a n d for a l l of our i n d i v i d u a l 
sin's tha t arise out of i t C h r i s t has died, g i v i n g a 
ransom for a l l men, a n d d y i n g for our s ins , accord-
i n g to the test imony of m a n y S c r i p t u r e s . ( 1 T i m o t h y 
2 : 4 -7 ; 1 C o r i n t h i a n s 15 : 1-3.) B y th is i t i s seen that 
God has not dealt h a r d l y w i t h us i n decreeing that 
we should have the pena l ty of our f irst parents passed 
on to us . I t i s a foregone conclusion that we would 
have done as they d i d , a n d so wou ld have brought 
the pena l ty d i re c t l y upon ourselves, i n w h i c h event 
each separate s inner wou ld have requ ired a separate 
redeemer i f he were to be rescued f r om the conse-
ouences of h i s s in . B y caus ing a l l to be constituted 
s inners on account of one transgression, God has been 
able to ar range j u s t l y a n d equitably that a l l should 
be redeemed b y the one sacr i f i ce—that of H i s Son, 
a n d f r e e ly just i f ied through f a i t h i n H i s blood; " t h a t 

•Considerations of spaee forbid more than a mere men-
tion here of the subject of the penalty for sin. I t is cer-
tain that the Christians in apostolic times, when the teach-
ing was pure, did not believe that unbelievers were on the 
way to everlasting torment. H a d they thought such a thing, 
they would not have gone about preaching to Jews only. 
They could not thus have limited their efforts, but must 
have tried to save others from the awful fate. (Acts 11 : 
19.) The interested reader is invited to consult the book, 
" E v e r l a s t i n g P u n i s h m e n t , " 112 pages, in which the subject 
is quite fully discussed. Cloth bound, 1/1 (29 cents) ; in 
paper covers, 6d. (10 cents) , post paid. 

fS'ome possible exceptions of mature persons w i l l be noted 
in due course. 

he might be j u s t , a n d the jus t i f i e r of h i m w h i c h be-
l i eveth i n J e s u s . " — G a l a t i a n s 3 : 2 2 ; Romans 3 : 23-26. 

A l l th i s teaching of S c r i p t u r e i s considered old-
fashioned a n d out of date by the " w i s e " men of 
to-day, a t whose feet s i t those who are to s tand as 
professedly C h r i s t i a n min is ters i n the pu lp i t s of 
C h r i s t e n d o m ; a n d so i t has come to pass that the 
Genesis account of the Creat i on of m a n a n d h is F a l l 
into s in i s said to be " l e g e n d a r y " and " u n h i s t o r i -
e a l . " B y the " w i s e " the Cross of C h r i s t a n d the 
Sacri f ice on C a l v a r y have been " i n t e r p r e t e d " out 
of a l l the meaning attached to them i n the d iv ine p u r -
pose, w h i c h was and i s tha t C h r i s t ' s blood was shed 
as a propitiation, or prop i t ia tory sacrifice, f or the s ins 
of the whole wor ld . ( 1 J o h n 2 : 2 . ) T h i s foolishness 
of the " w i s e " need a t t rac t no more t h a n pass ing 
notice by w a y of po in t ing out how foolish they are 
thus to oppose the centra l t r u t h , w h i c h stands as the 
foundat ion of m a n ' s re lat ion to God and of h is pros-
pect for e ternal l i fe . Nevertheless, we are bound to 
feel s o r r y that men w i l l so deceive themselves a n d 
others i n regard to these fundamentals . B u t we also 
feel g lad and t h a n k f u l for the promise of a t ime near 
at hand , when deceptions w i l l not be al lowed for a 
thousand years , and when men sha l l be brought to 
that accurate knowledge of f u n d a m e n t a l t r u t h s w h i c h 
is par t of the d iv ine w i l l for them.—Reve la t i on 2 0 : 
3 ; 2 1 : 3-7; 1 T i m o t h y 2 : 4 - 7 ; J o h n 1 : 9 . 

Forgiveness of Sins and H o w Obtained 

T h e death of C h r i s t as the sufficient sacrifice for 
the s ins of the whole w o r l d does not i n i tsel f procure 
the forgiveness of s ins for even one member of our 
race. I t provides, however, a basis on w h i c h the for -
giveness of s ins is possible for those who believe in 
Jesus, so that when one becomes a believer i n J e s u s , 
God is r ighteously a n d j u s t l y able to forgive such 
an one's s ins that are past. A l l th is , i n c l u d i n g the 
necessity for f a i t h , i s c l e a r l y set f o r th by the 
A p o s t l e — 

" . . . E v e n the righteousness of God which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto a l l and upon al l them that believe: 
. . . that he might be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in J e s u s . " — - E o m a n s 3: 21-26. 

B u t the believer i n J e s u s , beginning his C h r i s t i a n 
l i fe w i t h a clean sheet, i s not able to keep the pages 
of his l i f e ' s record per fec t ly clear. H e sins at times. 
However u n w i t t i n g or u n w i l l i n g , h i s wrong action 
i n thought, word , or deed i s nevertheless a s i n , and 
something must be done to make th ings r i g h t again . 
A s a " n e w c r e a t u r e , " the believer is not God ' s work -
manship for s i n , but for good works . ( E p h e s i a n s 2 : 
10.) E v e r y s in committed by a believer i n J e s u s is 
therefore a departure f r o m the program d i v i n e l y 
m a r k e d out for h i m as a " n e w c r e a t u r e " i n C h r i s t 
J e s u s . (2 C o r i n t h i a n s 5 : 17.) B u t i f the believer 
confesses h i s s i n , God can j u s t l y a n d w i l l f a i t h f u l l y 
forgive, a n d the blood of J e s u s C h r i s t w i l l cleanse the 
confessing one f r o m a l l s i n . T h e Son of God i n the 
F a t h e r ' s presence w i l l intercede, the H o l y S p i r i t i n 
the believer w i l l also intercede, a n d thus the re la t i on-
ship inter fered w i t h b y the be l iever ' s s in w i l l be re -
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establ ished.—1 J o h n 1 : 7 to 2 : 2 ; Hebrews 7 : 2 5 ; 
R o m a n s 8 : 26, 27, 34. 

God i s exceedingly gracious, longsuffering, a n d 
w i l l i n g to forg ive , a n d none need f e a r to approach 
H i m i n p r a y e r through H i s dear S o n to ask forg ive -
ness. U n d e r the New Covenant i n C h r i s t ' s blood, 
shed for m a n y for the remission of s ins (Mat thew 
2 6 : 2 8 ) , God can be m e r c i f u l to our unrighteous-
ness, a n d can forget our s ins a n d our in iqui t ies . 
( H e b r e w s 8 : 12.) B u t before H e can forgive us on 
account of H i s S o n ' s shed blood, H e requires to see 
i n us a wi l l ingness to forgive a n y who m a y have t res -
passed against us , a n d H e also requires confession 
on our par t . (Mat thew 6 : 12, 14, 1 5 ; 1 J o h n 1 : 9 . ) 
I f God ' s forgiveness means that H e i s m e r c i f u l to 
our unrighteousness a n d that H e remembers our s ins 
a n d our in iqu i t i es no more, then H e expects us to be 
s i m i l a r l y m e r c i f u l t oward those who have i n j u r e d us 
a n d not to remember t h e i r s ins a n d in iqui t ies once 
they are regretted a n d acknowledged b y the t r a n s -
gressor. 

B u t confession to God i s more t h a n the p a r l i a m e n -
t a r y f o r m of w o r d s — " I w i t h d r a w . " Confession i m -
plies the recognition of the w r o n g thought, word , or 
deed as a s i n , the abhorrence of i t as such, a n d the 
endeavour to avo id the repet i t ion thereof, th is last 
being proof of the s incer i t y of the confession. I f the 
w r o n g thought, word , or deed has been the means of 
i n j u r y to some other person, that person should also 
be approached a n d confession made, together w i t h 
every effort to r e p a i r the damage done. (Mat thew 5 : 
23, 2 4 ; J a m e s 5 : 16.) I t i s nowhere commanded i n 
God 's W o r d that confession of s i n should be made 
to a pr iest or other person not concerned, but confes-
sion to God i s requ ired , also to the i n j u r e d person 
( i f a n y ) ; a n d before the N e w Covenant blessing of 
mercy to h i s unrighteousness can be real ized a n d h is 
s ins a n d in iqu i t i e s can be consigned to the l a n d of 
forgetfulness, there must be (as a l ready mentioned) 
i n the confessing penitent the wi l l ingness to forgive 
a n y who m a y require i t of h i m . — M a t t h e w 1 8 : 21-35. 

Possibility of Death 

Notwi ths tand ing the wi l l ingness of God to forgive , 
a n d the f a c t tha t H e has made every prov is ion for , 
a n d offers every inducement to, the e r r i n g one, there 
are l i m i t s , a n d i t i s possible f or the C h r i s t i a n — t h e 
" n e w c r e a t u r e " — s o to l i ve as to b r i n g upon h imsel f 
the utmost condemnation, even death. S a y s the 
Apost le to the sa ints (observe he does not address the 
" w o r l d " of unbel ievers , but sa ints , " b r e t h r e n " ) , 
" F o r i f ye l i ve a f ter the flesh, ye s h a l l d i e : " — R o -
mans 8 : 13. 

T h a t th is statement does not re f e r to decease i n 
the o r d i n a r y sense of that w o r d i s c lear f r o m the fa c t 
tha t both sa ints a n d s inners d ie—the most s a i n t l y as 
w e l l as the v i lest . I t i s also evident tha t the Apost le 
i s not here r e f e r r i n g to the state of deadness i n t res -
passes and s ins sometimes mentioned i n the S c r i p -
tures , as i n E p h e s i a n s 2 : 1-5. H a d he wished , i n 
R o m a n s 8 : 13, to re fer to th i s , he w o u l d doubtless 
have w r i t t e n , I f ye l i v e a f ter the flesh, ye are dead. 

T h e Apost le i n Roman s 8 : 13 speaks of death as a 
p u n i s h m e n t ; a n d as he i s c e r t a i n l y not r e f e r r i n g to 
the decease of the fleshly body of the C h r i s t i a n , i t is 
evident that he i s teaching that under cer ta in c i r c u m -
stances, possible to occur in the present life, the " n e w 
c r e a t u r e " w i l l d i e ; a n d the c ircumstances a r e — " i f ye 
l i ve a f ter the flesh." 

W h a t does i t mean to " l i v e a f ter the flesh?" I t 
means to l i ve according to the fleshly m i n d a n d de-
sires , w h i c h are at enmi ty w i t h G o d ; w h i c h are not 
a n d can not be subject to the l a w of God. ( R o m a n s 
8 : 5-8.) F o r the " n e w c r e a t u r e " to conduct h imsel f 
i n th i s manner i s s i m p l y to inv i t e des t ruc t i on ; be-
cause noth ing that i s c o n t r a r y to G o d — w i l l i n g l y a n d 
w i l f u l l y so—can be al lowed to r e m a i n a l ive forever—. 
" a l l the w i cked w i l l he d e s t r o y . " ( P s a l m 1 4 5 : 20. ) 
T o adopt a n d pers is t i n the course of l i v i n g " a f t e r 
the flesh," i.e. according to the wi l l a n d desires of 
the old l i f e f r o m w h i c h one has been del ivered through 
f a i t h , i s m a n i f e s t l y to s i n against the H o l y S p i r i t 
w h i c h God has g iven to H i s people; it is a " g r i e v i n g " 
or " q u e n c h i n g " ( E p h e s i a n s 4 : 3 0 ; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 
19) of the H o l y S p i r i t i n the C h r i s t i a n so ac t ing , 
a n d i n such c ircumstances nothing can be expected 
but the ext inct ion of the " n e w c r e a t u r e . " 

Blasphemy Against the H o l y S p i r i t 

I n Romans 8 : 13 the Apost le has g iven a general 
definition of the course w h i c h , i f persisted i n , must 
resu l t i n death to the " n e w c r e a t u r e . " I n Mat thew 
1 2 : 3 1 , 32, the Master h imsel f has shown one of the 
w a y s i n w h i c h such e v i l conduct m a y mani fest i tse l f . 
T h e Greek w o r d blasphemia, i n Mat thew 1 2 : 3 1 , 32, 
means, according to S t r o n g ' s Concordance, " v i l i f i c a -
t i o n . " V i l i f i c a t i o n of the S o n of m a n i s forgivable 
under cer ta in c i r cumstances ; but the v i l i f i ca t ion of 
the H o l y S p i r i t s h a l l not be forg iven , neither i n this 
age, nor i n the age to come. A c c o r d i n g to th i s state-
ment b y the L o r d , the age to come w i l l be a time of 
f o r g i v i n g some s i n s ; of a l l sins, indeed, except that 
of v i l i f i ca t ion of the H o l y S p i r i t . Those who be-
l ieve tha t the f u t u r e age contains no possibil it ies of 
mercy a n d forgiveness should consider w e l l these gra-
cious words of the S a v i o u r , to- see whether the i r 
thoughts on th i s matter have been t a k e n captive to 
C h r i s t .— 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 1 0 : 5. 

V i l i f i c a t i o n of J e s u s might be done i n more or less 
ignorance, or by reason of weakness of the f l esh ; a n d 
these wou ld be m i t i g a t i n g c ircumstances i f the s i n 
were a f t e r w a r d s confessed a n d forgiveness sought. 
W e feel satisfied i n our own minds that ignorance is 
w h a t has caused a n d s t i l l causes m a n y to v i l i f y the 
F a t h e r a n d the S o n by promulgat ing the a w f u l teach-
i n g that some h u m a n beings w i l l be t o r tured for ever 
a n d ever. B u t the H o l y S p i r i t cannot be v i l i f i ed 
except a f ter consideration a n d reasoning somewhat 
more extensive t h a n that u s u a l l y d i sp layed b y the 
advocates of the doctrine of ever las t ing torment. 

W h a t was either a n i l l u s t r a t i o n of such v i l i f i ca t ion 
of the H o l y S p i r i t or something dangerously near it 
i s recorded i n M a t t h e w 1 2 : 24, a n d i t was t h i s inc ident 
that led to the S a v i o u r g i v i n g out the teaching of vss. 
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3 1 a n d 32. J e s u s h a d j u s t wrought a remarkable 
mirac le i n hea l ing a m a n possessed w i t h a dev i l , b l i n d 
a n d dumb. T h e cure was immediate a n d perfect , so 
t h a t the aff l icted person was able to speak a n d to see. 
W h e n the news reached the Phar isees , they sa id , 
" T h i s fe l low doth not cast out devi ls , but b y B e e l -
zebub the p r i n c e of the d e v i l s . " I n th i s they spoke 
not on ly against J e s u s , but also against the H o l y 
S p i r i t w h i c h worked through H i m to p e r f o rm the 
mirac les . (Mat thew 1 2 : 28.) I n s t e a d of acknow-
ledging that the power of God was doing these things , 
they a t t r ibuted the works to the power of Beelzebub.* 
I n effect, therefore , t h ey b lasphemously s a i d t h a t 
the H o l y S p i r i t , the S p i r i t of God, was the s p i r i t of 
Beelzebub, the god of the d u n g h i l l , a n d ido l of 
G e n t i l e s w h o c o n t i n u a l l y led I s r a e l a s t r a y , a n d hence 
a n enemy of God—the holy J e s u s i n league w i t h the 
p r i n c e of the demons ! ( M a t t h e w 1 2 : 24.) " H e casteth 
out devi ls through Beelzebub the chief of the d e v i l s , " 
they s a i d . — L u k e 1 1 : 15. See also Mat thew 9 : 34. 

I s i t s u r p r i s i n g , i n v i e w of th i s , that our S a v i o u r 
sa id concerning the h y p o c r i t i c a l P h a r i s e e s — - " Y e ser-
pents , ye generat ion of v i p e r s , h o w c a n ye escape the 
condemnation of G e h e n n a ? " — G e h e n n a being a s y m -
bol of the second death. ( M a t t h e w 2 3 : 33.) T h e 
Phar isees h a d h a d e x t r a o r d i n a r y opportunit ies to hear 
Jesus , to see H i s mirac les , a n d to consider them. Y e t 
t h e y were so wicked as to say tha t the mirac les were 
done by the power of S a t a n . I t w a s a terr ib le a n d 
peri lous position that the i r a w f u l hardness of. hear t 
led them to adopt, a position f r o m w h i c h they wou ld 
find i t most difficult to remove. W h e t h e r the P h a r i -
sees a c t u a l l y perpetrated the unforg ivable v i l i f i cat ion 
of the H o l y S p i r i t mentioned i n Mat thew 1 2 : 3 1 , 32, 
the L o r d , the J u d g e of a l l hearts , knows. F o r us i t 
m u s t suffice a t present to know that the at t i tude a n d 
words of the Phar isees on this occasion drew f r o m the 
M a s t e r ' s l i p s those w o n d e r f u l w o r d s w h i c h at once 
proc la im the l i b e r a l i t y a n d define the_ l i m i t s of d iv in e 
forgiveness of s ins . 

Palling 1 A w a y After Enl ightenment 
4 F o r it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 

a n d have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par-
takers of the Holy Ghost, 

5 A n d have tasted the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world [literally, " a g e " ] to come, 

6 I f they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repent-
ance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame.—Hebrews 6: 4-6. 

H e r e the statement i s made that those who f a l l 
away , a f ter enl ightenment a n d par t i c ipa t i o n i n cer-
t a i n New Covenant blessings, cannot be renewed aga in 

*Baal-zebub, was the god at E k r o n of the Philistines, to 
which Ahaziah, of the Ten-tribe Kingdom of I srae l (which 
had revolted against Jerusalem in the days of Jeroboam), 
sent messengers concerning his disease. The name means 
" L o r d of the f l y , " and to consult this pagan god implied 
that they sti l l regarded Jehovah, from whom they had turned 
away, as inferior to the heathen god, thus adding fresh 
insult to their former apostacy. Upon which E l i j a h the 
prophet was sent to demonstrate the superior power of 
I s r a e l ' s God. (2 Kings 1 : 2-17.) The Greeks by parody on 
-the Chaldean name called this idol " B e e l z e b o u l , " meaning 
' ' dung-god.' ' 

to repentance. T h e i r consciences have become so 
seared that they have lost the sense of r i g h t a n d 
wrong , a n d instead of being so r ry a n d seeking forg ive -
ness, they g lory i n the i r e v i l w a y s . ( 1 T i m o t h y 4 : 
1 , 2.) T h i s i s a n i n t i m a t i o n that such persons have 
s inned so seriously as to b r i n g upon themselves the 
extreme condemnation. S u c h a f a l l i n g a w a y would 
be equivalent to a C h r i s t i a n c r u c i f y i n g his acknow-
ledged L o r d a n d Master a n d pub l i c l y p u t t i n g H i m to 
shame. A more horr ib le cr ime t h a n such u n g r a t e f u l 
m u t i n y could not be imagined , a n d the one who wou ld 
do th i s wou ld not be fit to l i ve . B u t ev ident ly i t i s 
to be understood that those who f a l l a w a y a f ter hav -
i n g been enlightened a n d blessed i n the m a n n e r de-
scribed are of the disposit ion that wou ld t ra i torous ly 
r i se u p i n rebel l ion against the i r acknowledged L o r d , 
a n d wou ld seek to accomplish H i s death. H o w care-
f u l we should be, lest our hearts become hardened 
through the deceitfulness of s i n ! — H e b r e w s 3 : 12, 13. 

W i l f u l S i n after Knowledge of the T r u t h 
F o r if we sin wilful ly after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins.—Hebrews 10: 26. 

T h e Apost le does not speci fy a n y p a r t i c u l a r s i n 
of thought, w o r d , or deed ; so every k i n d of s i n might 
be inc luded, because ever y s i n a f ter enlightenment 
m a y be done w i l f u l l y . Done w i l f u l l y , the offence 
w h i c h i n i t se l f m a y be a p p a r e n t l y of l i t t l e conse-
quence becomes v e r y serious indeed. T h e sacrifice 
of J e s u s was not offered for such a s i n , a n d no s a c r i -
fice w i l l be offered i n the f u t u r e on behalf of i t . 
T h e C h r i s t i a n who s ins i n th is manner has t h u s f a s -
tened upon himsel f a s i n the consequence of w h i c h 
he m u s t meet alone. B e i n g a w i l f u l s i n , the t r a n s -
gressor cannot count on the intercession of the H o l y 
S p i r i t , nor on that of our L o r d i n heaven, a n d so 
he i s le f t not on ly wi thout a sacrifice past or prospec-
t ive , as before mentioned, but also w i thout a n y Com-
for ter or Advocate (parakletos). W i t h o u t a shie ld , 
w i thout a n intercessor of a n y sort, he must face the 
D i v i n e J u d g m e n t , a n d the Apost le says that " I t is 
a f e a r f u l t h i n g to f a l l into the hands of the l i v i n g 
G o d . " H e also says t h a t the C h r i s t i a n w h o t h u s 
violates the New Covenant provisions, a n d does de-
spite to the S p i r i t of grace, i s more culpable a n d sha l l 
be punished more sorely, i.e. severely, t h a n those who 
despised Moses ' l aw . B y t a k i n g th i s course against 
the New Covenant , b y the blood of w h i c h he was 
sanctif ied, such transgressor demonstrates h imsel f to 
be a n adversary of God, a n d therefore he m u s t be 
devoured b y the fiery ind ignat ion of the D i v i n e J u d g -
m e n t . — H e b r e w s 1 0 : 27 -31 . 

( J u s t here i t i s necessary to observe that some 
exh ib i t i ons of w i l f u l n e s s i n w r o n g do ing are a t t r i b u t -
able to the transgressors ' inher i ted imperfect ion a n d 
weakness. T o the extent that th i s i s so, the L o r d can 
be m e r c i f u l to our unrighteousness, as stated i n the 
N e w Covenant provis ions ( H e b r e w s 8 : 1 2 ) , a n d can 
forgive i f the s i n be confessed. These p a r t i a l l y w i l f u l 
s ins against a measure of l i gh t seem to be spoken of 
i n L u k e 1 2 : 47, 48. P a r t i a l l y w i l f u l s ins are p u n -
i shed w i t h f e w or m a n y " s t r i p e s , " a c cord ing to the 
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c ircumstances of w h i c h the L o r d alone i s competent 
to judge r i ghteous ly . ) 

I f we have r i g h t l y apprehended the teaching of 
God 's "Word, i t i s that wi l fu lness i s the v e r y essence 
of a n unforg ivable s i n , a n d that the w i l fu lness i s the 
reason w h y the s i n is unforgivable . T h i s seems to be 
the m e a n i n g of " i f we s i n w i l f u l l y a f t e r t h a t w e h a v e 
received the knowledge of the t r u t h . " T h e s i n m a y 
be of a n y s o r t ; i t is i n th i s case on ly the means for 
the express ion of the w i l f u l n e s s ; a n d a n y s i n i n 
thought, word , or deed w i l l serve the purpose. I t 
should also be noted that a s i n committed w h o l l y 
through weakness can a f t e r w a r d become the means 
of w i l f u l s i n ; f or i f there be a n unwi l l ingness to 
confess the wrong , a n d be converted f r o m h i s error 
against t r u t h a n d righteousness, the transgressor 
thereby associates his w i l l w i t h the unconfessed s i n , 
so m a k i n g i t a w i l f u l one a n d a n i n s t r u m e n t of death. 
( J a m e s 5 : 19, 20.) I f a C h r i s t i a n ' s w i l l be associated 
w i t h a s i n , e ither i n the f i rst instance to do i t , or 
secondari ly to avoid confession of i t , tha t i s a w i l f u l 
s in . I t is a s i n against the H o l y S p i r i t , inasmuch 
as the c a r n a l or fleshly m i n d has to some extent ob-
ta ined the ascendancy over the H o l y S p i r i t a n d the 
power of d iscernment between r i g h t a n d wron g w h i c h 
the Gospel gives to the believer. I f the s i n be f u l l y 

w i l f u l , the old m i n d has completely gained the v i c -
tory over the new m i n d , w h i c h means that the new 
m i n d or " n e w c r e a t u r e " i s dead ( " q u e n c h e d " ) i n 
that person. A s the old or fleshly m i n d is not sub-
ject to the l a w of God, neither can be ( R o m a n s 8 : 7 ) , 
and the new m i n d i n the transgressor is dead, i t i s 
easy to unders tand w h y the Apost le sa id that such a 
person cannot be renewed to repentance. I t i s also 
easy to unders tand w h y death i s the only suitable 
punishment for a f u l l y w i l f u l s i n , or deliberate s i n 
of the w i l l , committed by a C h r i s t i a n a f ter enl ighten-
ment. S u c h a s i n i s not to be p r a y e d for .— -1 J o h n 
5 : 16. 

T h e position then is t h i s : S i n against the H o l y 
S p i r i t is most serious. I t i s not f org ivab le—nei ther 
i n th is age, nor i n the age to come; whether tha t s i n 
take the f o r m of v i l i f i ca t ion of the d iv ine S p i r i t i n 
mirac l e -work ing power, or the other f o r m of w i l f u l -
ness in s in a f ter enlightenment. I n v iew of these 
things let us w a l k c i r cumspec t l y ; let us show our-
selves ch i ldren of the l i g h t ; ch i ldren of the d a y a n d 
not of the n ight , beseeching the L o r d that H e w o u l d 
g r a n t us wisdom to avoid the snares, a n d strength to 
overcome the besetments of the a d v e r s a r y of souls, a n d 
as we l l the s i n f u l tendencies of our own f a l l e n n a t u r e . 

One God, One Lord, One Spirit 

TO S A Y , " I bel ieve i n the F a t h e r , a n d i n the 
Son , a n d i n the H o l y S p i r i t , " seems a v e r y 
easy t h i n g to do. T h e words f a l l quite n a t u r a l l y 

a n d r e a d i l y f r o m a l l C h r i s t i a n l ips of every per-
suasion, a n d we too can say them as h e a r t i l y a n d 
s incerely as any . T h e n w h y not leave it at t h a t ? 
has been asked. A l l Chr is tendom w i t h one voice can 
utter the short f o r m u l a , a n d there in a l l Chr is tendom 
can be uni ted . 

B u t there i s something more to t h i s great m a t t e r 
t h a n the dec lamat ion of a f e w w o r d s . T h e u t t e r -
ance of th i s br ie f f o r m u l a indicates merely that 
one bel ieves i n the existence of the F a t h e r , a n d of 
the Son , a n d of the H o l y S p i r i t , a n d there i t stops. 
W h y one of the T h r e e should be ca l l ed the F a t h e r 
a n d another the Son , a n d w h a t these designations 
shou ld teach r e g a r d i n g the re la t i ons between these 
t w o ; a n d w h y the other should be ca l l ed the H o l y 
S p i r i t , a n d w h a t t h a t des ignat ion s ignif ies , i s not a t 
a l l exp la ined i n the mere statement of belief i n 
t h e i r ex istence . A n d t h i s i s prec i se ly the i n f o r m a -
t i o n des i red , i f i t be obtainable . 

" C a n s t t h o u b y s e a r c h i n g f ind out G o d ? " w a s 
a s k e d by one of J o b ' s f a l se comforters i n r e g a r d to 
the reason w h y J o b w a s a f f l i c ted . ( J o b 1 1 : 7.) Y e t 
subsequent ly G o d e x p l a i n e d , a n d t h e n J o b u n d e r -
stood.—Job 42.- 1-6. 

T h e apostle P a u l e x c l a i m e d — " 0 the depth of the 
r i c h e s both of the w i s d o m a n d knowledge of G o d ! 
ho w unsearchab le are h i s judgments , a n d h i s w a y s 

past f ind ing o u t ! " ( R o m a n s 1 1 : 33.) A n d t h i s i s 
so. B u t P a u l s a i d th i s j u s t a f t e r he h a d by the 
S p i r i t e x p l a i n e d G o d ' s deal ings w i t h the J e w s . 
T h e y could not of themselves have searched i t out, 
but the y could comprehend the a n s w e r w h e n g iven . 

A n d so i t is w i t h r e g a r d to other f eatures of 
D i v i n e T r u t h , some of w h i c h h a d been k e p t secret 
f r o m the f oundat i o n of the w o r l d ; " w h i c h i n other 
ages w a s not made k n o w n unto the sons of men, as 
i t is n ow r e v e a l e d unto h i s ho ly apostles a n d pro - ' 
phets b y the S p i r i t ; " we r e a d i n E p h e s i a n s 3 : 5 . I f 
G o d wishes to reserve to h imse l f the m e a n i n g of 
a n y i t em of i n f o r m a t i o n , no amount of s e a r c h i ng 
w i l l f ind i t out. I n such event the i n f o r m a t i o n has 
not been understood even b y the prophet i n s p i r e d 
to speak i t , nor b y a n y of G o d ' s people subsequent ly 
u n t i l the t ime for revea l ing a r r i v e d . — M a r k 1 3 : 3 2 ; 
D a n i e l 1 2 : 8-10; 1 P e t e r 1 : 10-12. 

I t i s quite c e r t a i n , also , t h a t s e a r c h i n g the w r i t -
ings of heathen phi losophers and ido la ters w i l l not 
b r i n g the searcher the t r u e knowledg e of God , or 
of H i s Son , or of the H o l y S p i r i t . W e are e x h o r t ed 
i n S c r i p t u r e to search for t r u t h as men d i g for 
h i d t reasures . W h a t is necessary is f irst to locate 
the mine of w e a l t h ; a n d so we r e a d : " h e t h a t eometh 
to G o d must bel ieve t h a t he i s , a n d t h a t he i s a 
r e w a r d e r of them t h a t d i l i g e n t l y seek h i m . " ( H e -
b r e w s 1 1 : 6.) B e l i e v i n g t h a t there is a God , we 
m a y ask H i m for enl ightenment , not on ly i n r e g a r d 
to H i m s e l f , but i n r e g a r d to H i s dear Son , a n d also 
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the Holy S p i r i t ; but, even so, this request w i l l bring 
to light no truth not intended to be known and un-
derstood by God's people. 

,On the other hand, i f there is recorded in the 
Scriptures any information about the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit , more than the mere 
fact of their existence, such information is doubtless 
there for the enlightenment and edification of God's 
people. F o r such information we may reverently 
seek in the Divine Word, and we may feel assured 
that such seeking w i l l not be rebuked; i t w i l l be 
rewarded. (Hebrews 1 1 : 6.) Not only so; but we 
are expected to search the Scriptures for whatever 
may be there for our learning.—Romans 15: 4. 

The "god of this w o r l d " has been very busy 
blinding the minds of people about the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit , and he has had im-
mense success in his efforts. Many misbeliefs have 
been accepted in Christendom as sacred truths, and 
those who could not, on scriptural grounds, adopt 
these misbeliefs have suffered, sometimes even to 
martyrdom. 

The doctrine that at present has nearly universal 
acceptance in Christendom, and has had for nearly 
sixteen centuries, is that the Father , and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit constitute a trinity, each mem-
ber of which is coeternal with the others, and ex-
actly equal with them in power, majesty, and glory. 
Notwithstanding the reverence accorded this teach-
ing in Christendom, we are satisfied that it is un-
scriptural, and that it is not a faithful saying worthy 
of acceptation. 

The doctrine of the " H o l y T r i n i t y " is an endea-
vour to say something about the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit additional to the mere 
statement of belief in their existence. B u t the 
"god of this w o r l d " succeeded in misdirecting the 
searchers for information on this most sacred sub- ' 
ject, and led them astray to a point reached in the 
fourth century. There he was content to leave the 
most of them as far as this subject is concerned, 
and there the greater part of their successors seem 
content to remain. 

Development of Trinitarian Teaching 
The word " t r i n i t y " is not found in Scripture, 

nor any such teaching as that which affirms the 
coeternity and equality of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit , each with the others. This 
being so, it w i l l be interesting to trace in the early 
church the development of this teaching now almost 
universally in Christendom regarded as absolutely 
fundamental. Therefore, before undertaking to 
show what the Scripture teaching is, let us read 
some selections from " A History of Creeds" (1911), 
by Wil l iam A . Curtis, B .D. , D .L i t t . Professor Cur-
tis writes— 

" T h e true Creed of Israel in the Old Testament, 
and ever since, is the 'Shema'—'Hear , 0 I s r a e l : the 
Lord our God, the L o r d is one.' (Deuteronomy 6: 
4.) B y our L o r d Jesus the 'Shema' is joined (Mark 
12: 29-31) with and made part of the first and 
greatest of the commandments. 

" O u r survey of the New Testament references 
to confession of faith has made i t evident that at 
the close of the Apostolic age no particular creed 
or confession could claim to have been exclusively 
or even expressly ordained for use by Jesus or by 
His apostles. The explicit sanction of both Master 
and Apostles could be claimed only for the simple 
confession, ' I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God,' or its equivalents. 

" F o u r main forms or types of Creed emerged 
from the fluid tradition and usage of the Ancient 
Church, and established themselves as normative 
and peculiarly sacred in Christendom." (1) The so-
called "Apost les ' Creed, completed by the middle 
of the eighth century; (2) the Nicene Creed of the 
fourth century; (3) the Te Deum (a h y m n ) ; (4) 
the Athanasian Creed." 

A t the beginning of the second century, " I G N A -
T I U S of Antioch appears to quote or echo a current 
summary of faith and doctrine. ' B e ye deaf, there-
fore, when any man speaketh to you apart from 
Jesus Christ, who was of the race of David, who 
was the son of Mary, who was truly born, and ate 
and drank, was truly persecuted under Pontius 
Pilate, was truly crucified and died in the sight of 
those in heaven and on earth and below the earth; 

. who also was truly raised from the dead, His Father 
having raised Him, who w i l l raise us also in l ike 
manner who believe on H i m — H i s Father, I mean, 
w i l l raise us—in Christ Jesus apart from whom we 
have not true l i fe . ' 

" B y the end of the second century, in spite of the 
reserve which deterred the early Church from com-
mitting to written form its symbol of faith and 
communion, we find it paraphrased and embedded 
in the writings of Irenseus and Tertul l ian. I R E -
N ^ U S (A .D . 180) writes—'The Church, though 
scattered through the whole world to the ends of 
the earth, has received from the Apostles and their 
disciples the faith in one God, the Father Almighty, 
who hath made the heaven and the earth and the 
seas and a l l that in them i s ; and in one Christ Jesus, 
the Son of God, who was made flesh for our salva-
t ion; and in the Holy Spirit , who through the Pro-
phets preached,' etc. 

" T E R T U L L I A N (A.D. 200) quotes or para-
phrases the 'Rule of F a i t h . ' ' B u t we believe a l -
ways, and now more, being better instructed by the 
Paraclete, the Leader into a l l truth, in one God, but 
under this dispensation, which we call economy, that 
there is also a Son of the one God, his Word who 
hath proceeded from himself, by whom al l things 
were made, and without whom nothing was made: 
in him sent by the Father into the V i rg in , and born 
of her, man and God,* son of man and son of God, 
and called Jesus Christ . ' 

O R I G E N (A .D. 230) writes : " T h e form of those 
things which are manifestly delivered by the preach-
ing of the Apostles is this : ' F i r s t , that there is one 

*This is the earliest occurrence noted in Prof. Curt is ' s 
History of the description of our L o r d Jesus as " m a n and 
G o d . " From then onward progress was rapid to the end. 
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God, who created and framed every thing, and who 
when nothing was, brought a l l things into being. . . . 
Then, second, that Jesus Christ himself, who came, 
was born of the Father before a l l creation. A n d 
when, in the formation of a l l things, He had served 
the Father (for through H i m a l l things were made), 
in these latest times, emptying himself, He became 
man and was incarnate while He was God, and 
though He became man remained the God He was. 
. . . Then, third, they also delivered that the 
Holy Spir it was associated in honour and dignity 
with the Father and the Son. ' 

" G R E G O R Y T H A U M A T U R G U S (A .D . 270), 
pupil of Origen, and bishop of Neo-Csesarea in 
Pontus, gives in a more rhetorical fashion a creed 
whose language points forward to, and anticipates, 
the so-called Athanasian Creed of the later Church. 

" L U C I A N ( A . D . 300), the martyr , left behind 
him a s t i l l more elaborate creed, wi th scriptural and 
theological expansions. I t terminates wi th an ana-
thema of a l l heretical false doctrine. I t was sub-
mitted to the Synod of Antioch (A .D . 341), thirty 
years after his death, as a r i v a l to the Nicene. ' We 
believe, in accordance with the Evangelic and Apos-
tolic tradition, in one God the Father Almighty, the 
Maker and Provider of a l l things: A n d i n one L o r d 
Jesus Christ H is Son, the only-begotten God, 
through whom a l l things were made, who was begot-
ten of the Father before a l l ages, God of God, Whole 
of Whole, One of One, Perfect of Perfect, K i n g of 
K i n g , L o r d of Lord , the l iv ing Word, Wisdom, L i f e , 
True Light , Way , Truth , Resurrection, Shepherd, 
Door, unchangeable and unalterable, the immutable 
likeness of the Godhead, both of the substance and 
w i l l and power and glory of the F a t h e r ; the first-
born of a l l creation, who was in the beginning w i t h 
God, the Divine Logos, . . . And in the Holy 
Spir i t . . . clearly of a Father who is real ly a 
father, and of a Son who is really a son, and of the 
Holy Spir it who is really a holy spirit, these names 
being assigned, not vaguely or idly, but indicating 
accurately the special personality (hypostasy), 
order, and glory of those named, so that in per-
sonality they are three, but in harmony one.' " 

Professor Curtis then describes the conditions 
leading up to the calling of the Council of Nicsea, 
as follows— 

" S o soon as C O N S T A N T I N E embraced the Chris-
t ian religion, and the restraints of persecution were 
withdrawn, the growing differences of Christian 
opinion issued swift ly in a conflict of sects so fierce 
and deadly as to demand the intervention of the 
Emperor himself. I f Constantine had any theolo-
gical preferences of his own, they were not un-
favourable to Ar ius . B u t his great aim was the 
peace and unity of his empire, and the good name 
of the new faith which he had espoused; and in his 
eyes the doctrine which commended itself to the 
mass of Christians was the only true faith, whether 
in the event it proved to be A r i a n or Athanasian. 

"U nan i mi ty therewas to be, i f not in the Council, 
certainly after i t : nonconforming bishops would be 

deposed: the majority of opinion would thencefor-
ward constitute orthodoxy: at a Council solemnly 
convened by imperial authority, and st i l l more 
solemnly constituted by invocation of the Holy 
Spir i t , T r u t h would surely be found on the side of 
the many, the voice of the majority would be the 
voice of God. 

" I n these ideas, Constantine, himself incapable of 
pronouncing judgment upon the points at issue, was 
simply with a statesman's instinct adopting the 
convenient but perilous principle that faith and 
doctrine are fit matters for legislation, that religious 
truth not only may be discovered after debate by 
counting and comparing the votes of a duly repre-
sentative body of churchmen met in council, but 
may be thrust by authority upon the human intel-
lect. Under his auspices, well-intentioned but es-
sentially pagan, coercion entered the Christian 
Church, and invaded in the name of Christ the very 
shrine of Christian liberty of conscience. Under his< 
auspices an exaggerated awe and authority attached 
themselves to the findings of so-called Oecumenical 
Assemblies, the occasions not seldom of disgraceful 
tumult and faction, of arrogant presumption, of 
gross uncharitableness. I t was after the second 
Oecumenical Council* that Bishop Gregory of Nazian-
zus declared: ' I flee from every assembly of bishops, 
for I have never seen that a Synod has come to a 
good end, or that the evils of the Church have been 
removed instead of being increased; for indescrib-
able quarrelling and r i v a l ry reign there. ' We do 
wel l to pause ere we commit ourselves to an unqua-
lified surrender to the dogmatic and controversial 
utterances of the Councils of the fourth century, 
remembering the words of Bishop Westcott, no rash 
or- narrow part izan: ' I should think there was no 
corruption i n either doctrine or practice,—or I may 
add in text,—of which the roots cannot be found 
somewhere in the fourth century. Y e t people talk 
wi th unction about the Saints of the fourth century! 
I am afraid that i f they read their history, they 
would find that they were very ordinary men. ' 
(Contemporary Review, December, 1903.) We may 
rightly honour the churchmen who carried on their 
bodies the scars and mutilations left by pagan per-
secution when they obeyed the summons of the 
Roman Emperor and assembled at Niceea, but we 
need not forget that it takes more than mutilation-
scars and Christian courage and constancy to make 
a theologian and a master in the letter and spirit 
of Holy W r i t . There was too often spiritual defeat 
and humiliation under the outward victory of a 
party in the Church. A n ostentatious unanimity 
gained by threats of deposition or dishonour might 
impress the masses whose faith was wholly depen-
dent on authority, and who could not find their way 
into the fold save in the middle of the jostling flock; 
but thoughtful men remembered the differences of 
opinion and the doubtful Scriptures which lay be-
hind the decrees, and many Christian leaders who 
had little sympathy with Ar ius deprecated with 

Constantinople , A . D . 381. 
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good reason the thrusting of unseriptural phraseo-
logy into the saered clauses of the Apostolic F a i t h , 
which were to be binding upon the universal Chris-
tian conscience. . . . 

" T h e Nicene Creed was the first symbol of faith 
framed by a Council, enforced by the secular power, 
purely controversial in origin, theological as distinct 
from Scriptural in its peculiar terms, and furnished 
with a concluding anathema, a lash on the whip of 
discipline. I t was the work of the Council of three 
hundred and eighteen bishops convened by Con-
stantine at Nicsea, A . D . 325. The Emperor presided 
in person. The delegates, who travelled by the im-
perial command at public expense, were al l from 
Eastern Churches except Hosius of Cordova, who 
had been sent by the Emperor to Alexandria on a 
preliminary mission to investigate into the disturb-
ance which had arisen i n connection with the Syno-
dal deposition of Ar ius and his associates. After 
the rejection of a creed submitted by the A r i a n 
party, which set forth their Christology in terms 
which fe l l short of eternally-begotten divine Son-
ship and oneness in essence with the Father, the 
venerable E U S E B I T J S of Csesarea who led the me-
diating party in the Council brought forward the 
Creed of his Church as he had learned and taught 
it . The Creed of Cassarea was accepted as the basis 
of the new formula, and wi th the distinctive addi-
tions of the Council regarding the person and dig-
nity of Christ and the concluding anathema it passed 
out into the world as the Nicene Creed. . . . 

" I n the subsequent revisions of the Nicene Creed, 
both for theological and l iturgical use, the anathema 
was omitted, either because i t was felt to be an 
incongruous element in the symbol of catholic faith, 
or because it was implicit in the body of the sym-
bol, or because it had done its work, and Arianism 
had received its death blow. . . . 

" I n the series of Catholic Creeds the Quicunque 
V u l t occupies a place of its own and exhibits a cha-
racter of its own. I t is by far the longest. I t s re-
ception into general use came latest, and its reten-
tion has been most precarious, a fact which throws 
doubt upon its fitness to serve as a universal sym-
bol. The Roman Church, in whose office of Prime 
i t found a place, uses i t on Sundays only, and these 
mainly in Lent" and Advent. The Greek Church 
gives it no place in its service, and is content to 
place it , of course wi th the obnoxious words 'and 
from the Son ' omitted, in an appendix to the Horo-
logion, as orthodox in teaching and helpful for pr i -
vate use. The Anglican Church, outside Ireland and 
America, where it has been set aside, has maintained 
i t , with some difficulty and not without misgiving 
and controversy, in use at Morning Prayer on the 
great festivals. The Lutheran Church gave i t a 
place in the Book of Concord beside the Apostles' 
and Nicene Creeds, in harmony with Luther ' s opi-
nion, who doubted whether since New Testament 
times anything more 'weighty and glorious' had 
ever been w r i t t e n . " 

Creed of Nicaea 
(A .D . 325) 

We believe in one God the F a t h e r Almighty, maker of 
a l l things visible and invisible : 

A n d in one L o r d Jesus Christ , the Son of God, begotten 
of the Father , only-begotten, that is , of the substance of 
the Father, God of God, L i g h t of L i g h t , true God of true 
God, begotten not made, of one substance with the Father , 
through whom all things were made, both those i n heaven 
and those on earth; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down and was made flesh, entered humanity 
[enanthropesanta] and suffered, and rose the third day, 
ascended into heaven, is coming to judge the l iving and 
the dead: 

And in the Holy Spirit . 
B u t as for those who say that there was a time when 

He was not, and that before He was begotten He was 
not, and that He came into being from things that were 
not, or who affirm that the Son of God is of a different 
substance or essence, or created, subject to change or 
alteration, them the Catholic and Apostolic Church ana-
thematizes. 

Quicunque Vult , or Athanasian Creed 
(About A . D . 450) 

Whosoever would be saved [literally, " s a f e , " " i n a 
saved c o n d i t i o n " ] must above all hold the Catholic faith, 
which except a man have kept whole and inviolate, he shall 
without doubt perish eternally. 

Now the Catholic faith i s this, that we worship one God 
in a Tr ini ty and a Tr ini ty in a Uni ty , neither confusing 
the persons nor separating the substance. F o r there is one 
person of the Father , another of the Son, another of the 
Holy Spirit , but of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit the divinity i s one, the glory equal, the majesty 
coeternal. 

As the Father i s , such i s the Son, and such the Holy 
Spirit . The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, 
and the Holy Spirit is uncreated. The Father is infinite, 
the Son is infinite, and the Holy Spirit is infinite. The 
Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, and the Holy Spirit 
is eternal, and yet there are not three eternals, but one 
eternal, just as there are not three uncreated nor three 
infinites, but one uncreated and one infinite. Likewise 
the Father is omnipotent, the Son is omnipotent, and the 
Holy Spirit is omnipotent, and there are not three omnipo-
tents, but one omnipotent. 

So the Father i s God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God, and yet there are not three Gods, but there 
i s one God. So the Father i s L o r d , the Son is L o r d , and 
the Holy Spirit is Lord , and yet there are not three Lords, 
but there is one Lord . F o r just as we are compelled by 
Christian truth to confess each person singly both God and 
Lord , so by the catholic religion we are forbidden to speak 
of three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is made of none, neither created, nor be-
gotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor 
created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is of the Father 
and the Son, not made, nor created, nor begotten, but pro-
ceeding. There is therefore one Father , not three Fathers , 
one Son, not three Sons, one Holy Spirit , not three Holy 
Spirits. A n d in this Tr ini ty there is no earlier or later, 
no greater or less, but the whole three persons are coeternal 
and coequal with each other; so that in a l l things, as i s 
aforesaid, both a Tr ini ty in a Unity and a U n i t y in a 
Tr ini ty is to be worshipped. L e t him, therefore, who would 
be saved think thus of the Trinity . 

But it is necessary to eternal salvation that he also 
believe faithfully the incarnation of our L o r d Jesus Christ. 
I t is the right faith, therefore, that we believe and confess 
that our L o r d Jesus Christ , the Son of God, is God and 
man. 

He is God, of the substance of the Father begotten before 
the worlds, and He is man, of the substance of His mother, 
born in the world; perfect God, perfect man, of a rational 
soul and human flesh subsisting; equal to the Father ae-
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cording to His divinity, less than the Father according to 
H i s humanity. 

"Who, though He be God and man, is yet not two, but 
one Christ ; one, however, not by conversion of the divinity 
in the flesh, but by assumption of the humanity in God: 
one, altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity 
of person. F o r as a rational soul and flesh is one man, so 
God and man is one Christ ; 

Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose 
again from the dead, ascended into heaven, sitteth at the 
right hand of the Father , from whence He shall come to 
judge the l iving and the dead, at whose advent all men 
are to rise again with their bodies, and render an account 
of their own deeds; and they who have done good shall 
go into life eternal, but they who have done evil into eternal 
fire. 

This is the catholic faith, which except a man have 
faithfully and firmly believed, he shall not be able to be 
saved. 

The foregoing quotations, including the Nicene and 
Athanasian creeds, are selections from Curtis 's His -
tory of Creeds, pp. 30-89. 

Confusion in Christendom 
I t would be impossible to imagine anything more 

directly contrary to numerous Scripture statements 
(some of which w i l l be referred to) than the asser-
tions of the Nicene and Athanasian creeds, the main 
ideas of which came from Egypt . The tr initarian 
teaching (not expressed in the Nicene creed as it is 
in the Athanasian) was not immediately acceptable 
to a l l Christendom such as it was in the fourth cen-
t u r y ; but after something like a see-saw experience 
it eventually secured general recognition. After 
this it remained unquestioned, unless by obscure 
individuals here and there, including Michael Ser-
vetus (1511-1553), who for his antitrinitarianism 
was burned at the stake under the auspices of John 
Calvin, unt i l the rise, in the late sixteenth and early 
seventeenth centuries, of Socinianism, based on the 
teachings of the I ta l ian theologian, Fausto Socinus 
(1539-1604), and embodied in the Racovian Cate-
chism, published at R a k a u , a small town in Poland, 
which was the centre of the movement. 

The "god of this w o r l d " was busy in this move-
ment too, and succeeded in blinding the minds of 
those who confessed that the Tr in i tar ian teaching 
was unseriptural, in that the Socinian doctrine de-
nies the atoning value of the death of Jesus. Later 
development of the movement into modern Unita -
rianism involved it in yet more errors. 

A s far as concerns belief in the Father , and the 
Son, and the Holy Spir i t , it has to be said that, 
apart from the Socinians, the Protestant Reformers 
made no protest against the Nicene and Athanasian 
creeds. I n every instance they (except the Soci-
nians) emphasized, in their Creeds, Confessions, A r -
ticles of F a i t h , Catechisms, and other official docu-
ments, their firm belief in those creeds. 

I n every case of revolt from established authority 
or from an authorized establishment, the seceders 
are prone to fly off at tangents, each in his own 
way and for his own reasons. The Protestant Re-
formation was no exception to this. 

The " E v a n g e l i c a l s " denounced the Roman doc-
trine of the Mass, and preached the sufficiency and 

efficacy of our Lord ' s sacrifice on Calvary as the 
atonement for the sins of all mankind and for the 
unwil ful sins of believers committed after they had 
begun the Christian life. B u t they continued to 
believe in the tr initarian teaching, and, because they 
also held the doctrine that the human soul is i n -
destructible, they continued to believe in endless 
misery as the punishment for wi l fu l sin. 

The Socinians also denounced the Mass, and they 
saw that trinitarianism was wrong, also that the 
teaching of endless misery was an error. B u t they 
denied that our Lord ' s death was the atonement for 
sin, viewing His life and death as only examples; 
and because they continued to hold the error of the 
indestructibility of the human soul, and refused to 
believe in endless misery as the punishment for sin, 
they went to the other extreme of error, and said 
that no one would be for ever lost, but that even-
tually a l l would be saved. 

And so we realize that, as the Prophet Daniel had 
foretold (Daniel 1 1 : 34), the Protestant Reformation 
was but a " l i t t l e h e l p " to God's people. The time 
for the consumption of the Papal " l i t t l e h o r n " had 
not then arrived, and would not unt i l 1799, when 
the divinely foretold consumption did begin, is now 
proceeding, and w i l l continue unti l completed. 
(Daniel 7: 25, 26.) For some centuries following 
the Protestant Reformation God's saints were st i l l 
to struggle against the blinding influences of the god 
of this world, who ski l ful ly utilized, and s t i l l ut i -
lizes with "great swelling words , " Protestant as 
well as Papal systems in his machinations. 

Was Jesus Christ God and Man? 

I n the foregoing quotation from Tertul l ian (A .D . 
200) occurs what is perhaps the earliest known de-
scription of our Lord Jesus as having two natures 
( " m a n and G o d " ) at the same time, beginning with 
His miraculous V i r g i n birth. 

Here is a great misbelief. I t is easy to see, by 
applying the touchstone of the Ransom to this mis-
belief, that it was impossible for Jesus to have had 
two natures while on earth. Had He had two na-
tures He would not have corresponded to Adam and 
his race, who have only one (the human) nature, 
and so would not have been a ransom, or correspond-
ing price. Agreeable to the requirement of the 
touchstone, that the Ransomer must correspond with 
the beings to be ransomed, is the direct statement 
of Scripture (Hebrews 2 : 9 ) — 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man. 

The first man was made " a little lower than the 
angels" (Psalm 8: 4-8; Hebrews 2: 6, 7 ) , and was 
crowned with the glory and honour of perfection of 
his being and rulership of earth. When he sinned, 
and lost his glory, his honour, and his very life, 
redemption could be accomplished only by the pay-
ment of a perfect Ransom corresponding to the man 
who had sinned. Therefore Jesus was made " a 
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little lower than the angels," was invested with 
glory and honour as the first man had been, in order 
that He might suffer death; " t h a t he by the grace 
of God should taste death for every m a n . " 

Thus the direct statement of Scripture corrobo-
rates the requirement of the Ransom touchstone. 
I t is shown that our L o r d Jesus while on earth was 
a perfect man, as indeed He must have been in order 
to fulfil the purpose of His coming to earth. 

The " R u l e of F a i t h " quoted or paraphrased by 
Tertul l ian is thus proved to be in this particular not 
of F a i t h but of misbelief. So also the statement 
of Origen (A .D. 230), who said of Jesus, " H e be-
came man and was incarnate while He was God, and 
though He became man remained the God He w a s . " 
E v e r y statement that Jesus Christ was of dual na-
ture is in irreconcilable conflict wi th the Ransom 
and with the plain statements of Scripture. 

But it is quite right and scriptural to say that 
Jesus was God, i f this be said in the manner of 
John 1 : 1-3, which, read in Engl ish according to the 
presence or absence of the article in the text, says—-

I n a beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
the God, and the Word was a God. The same was in a 
beginning with the God. A l l things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

Here we are.told about " t h e G o d " and " a G o d , " 
the latter being with the former " i n a beginning." 
What does this mean? The answer is that the 
Hebrew and Greek words translated " G o d " in the 
Scriptures mean "mighty one." These words are 
not exclusive but extensive in application, refer-
r ing sometimes (1) to Jehovah, sometimes (2) to 
Jesus, sometimes (3) to angels, and sometimes (4) 
even to imperfect human beings. Instances of (1) 
and (2) occur in John 1 : 1-3 above cited; of (3) in 
Psalm 8: 5, where the word meaning gods is trans-
lated " a n g e l s ; " of (4) in Exodus 7: 1 and John 10: 
34, 35. The word ' ' god' ' is not the proper name of 
Jehovah, nor of Jesus, nor of angels, nor of men; 
but is a descriptive word applicable to any being 
describable as " a mighty one." This fact being 
understood, it is not difficult to realize that in John 
1 : 1-3 Jehovah is " t h e God , " and Jesus i n ' H i s pre-
human estate is " a G o d . " 

Beginning of the Creation 
The "beginning" mentioned in John 1 : 1-3 refers 

to a time before the creation of the material universe, 
when only two Beings existed. Which of these 
Beings was before the other? may be asked in all 
reverence. The Saviour himself answers by His self-
description in Revelation 3: 14— 

These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
T H E B E G I N N I N G O F T H E C R E A T I O N O F GOD. 

Similarly the Apostle P a u l in Colossians 1 : 15 
(Revised Version) — 

Who is the image of the invisible God, T H E F I R S T B O R N 
O F A L L C R E A T I O N . 

According to these two statements our L o r d Jesus 
was the very beginning of God's creation. Subse-
quently, as has already been seen in John 1 : 1-3, 
He was the Instrumentality for the bringing into 
existence of a l l other created things; so that " w i t h -

out him was not any thing made that was made." 
T r u l y He was " a G o d " —a mighty one. 

Some there are who t ry to nul l i fy the word "be-
g inn ing" in Revelation 3: 14 by intimating that it 
should be understood as though it said "beg inner ; " 
their idea being that if our Lord was the "beg inner" 
of the creation of God, he would not be part of that 
creation as the word "beg inn ing" would declare 
H i m to be. This suggestion is not allowable. The 
word translated "beg inn ing" in Revelation 3: 14 
means precisely that ; i t refers to place or position, 
and not at a l l to act iv i ty ; as i f one should say, " A " 
is the beginning of the alphabet, but not the begin-
ner. 

Then there is the inspired declaration in Colos-
sians 1 : 15, that Jesus is " t h e firstborn of a l l crea-
t i on , " showing that He is part of the creation of 
which He is the firstborn. 

Without doubt wre are obliged by Scripture to 
understand that our Lord Jesus was brought into 
existence by the direct creative act of Jehovah. A t 
that time the Son was not a fleshly being, but was 
on a higher plane than that occupied by the hea-
venly angels, inasmuch as He subsequently created 
the angels as wel l as every other created being and 
thing. 

Since we understand this we must say it , giving 
the Scriptural reasons to every one asking us ( 1 
Peter 3: 15), fearing neither the anathemas of the 
Nicene and Athanasian creeds nor the present dis-
pleasure of those who speak against the divine 
Truth , and who denounce what they call our "b las -
phemy." 

" H e Emptied Himself" 
I s it given to us to know what took place when 

our Lord , " t h e beginning of the creation of G o d , " 
was made " a little lower than the angels" in order 
that He might taste death for every man? 

The Athanasian creed says— 
Who, though He be God and man, is yet not two, but one * 

Christ : one, however, not by conversion of the' divinity in 
the flesh, but B Y A S S U M P T I O N O F T H E H U M A N I T Y I N 
G O D : one, altogether, not by confusion of substance, but 
by unity of person. 

Probably it would be impossible to find a state-
ment more directly contradictory of what Scrip-
ture says on this subject than are the capitalized 
words in this citation from the Athanasian creed. 

The Apostle Pa u l (Philippians 2: 5-7, Revised Ver-
sion) says— 

Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus : 
who, being in the [literally, " a " ] form of God, counted 
it not a prize [margin, " a thing to be g r a s p e d " ; or even 
more literally, according to another version, ' ' did not medi-
tate a U s u r p a t i o n " ] to be on an equality with God, but 
E M P T I E D H I M S E L F , taking the form of a servant, being 
made in [margin, "becoming i n " ] the likeness of men. 

We can not know every thing that took place in 
connection with our blessed Lord ' s miraculous V i r -
gin B i r t h ; but we can, at least, see how the Creed 
contradicts the inspired Word. The Apostle says 
that our L o r d "emptied himself . " The Creed says 
—' ' not by conversion of the divinity in the flesh, but 
by assumption of the humanity in God . " Denying 
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that our L o r d "emptied himself , " or parted with 
anything, the Creed asserts that God A S S U M E D 
something, viz., humanity, adding i t to the d iv i -
n i t y ; and thus they say that our L o r d was both 
divine and human, both God and man, while on 
earth. 

Tr in i tar ian theologians have always been in diffi-
culties over the " k e n o s i s " or " e m p t y i n g " in Phi l ip -
pians 2 : 7. Their creed requires them to say that 
something was added, not something emptied out, 
when our L o r d came from heaven to be a perfect 
man on earth. 

The fact, however, is that a real change took place 
in our Lord 's physique when He was "made f lesh." 
(John 1 : 14.) He did not take on flesh as it were a 
garment or cloak covering some other nature; as 
the Revised Version correctly translates i t , He " B E -
C A M E flesh." This change of physique did not 
in any way affect His identity; and He remem-
bered and could speak of that which in His pre-
human existence He had seen with the Father in 
heaven.—John 3: 11-13, 31, 32; 17: 5. I t should be 
noted that the last four words in John 3: 13 are 
not found in the most ancient manuscripts. 

The change from heavenly to earthly, from spi-
r i tual to human, estate was not permanent. We 
have already seen that our L o r d " w a s made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, " 
that He might be, and so might give Himself, " a 
ransom for a l l . " A t His miraculous V i rg in B i r t h 
" t h e days of his flesh" began; and at His atoning 
death " the days of his f lesh" ended; and Jesus hav-
ing obeyed the Father 's wi l l even unto death, God, 
in raising His Son from death, did not return H i m to 
the plane of existence a little lower than the angels, 
but set H i m in a heavenly, unfading, and incorrup-
tible inheritance, very much higher than that of the 
angels.—Hebrews 1 : 3, 4; 2 : 9; 5: 7-9; 1 Timothy 
2 : 4-6; Philippians 2: 8-11; Ephesians 2: 20, 2 1 ; 1 
Peter 3 : 22. 

The Beginning, the Firstborn from the Dead 

I n thus raising the Son from death the Father 
gave H i m preeminence in a l l things. The Son was 
not only the beginning of the original creation of 
God. He is also the beginning of the new creation 
—' ' the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence."— 
Colossians 1 : 18. 

Now we see that Scripture requires us to under-
stand that our blessed L o r d has experienced two 
changes of estate; one when He came from heaven 
to earth, the other when the Father raised H i m from 
death, and made Hi m the exact image of His own 
(the Father ' s ) person, or, as the Revised Version 
marginal reading has i t , " t h e impress of his sub-
stance."—Hebrews 1 : 3. 

I n saying these things about our L o r d Jesus, as 
Scripture requires, we incur the great displeasure of 
a l l tr initar ian believers. This we regret on their 
account, wishing only that they might see the won-

derful truth, and with us rejoice in i t . B u t the 
Nicene creed says— 

B u t as for those who say that there was a time when 
H e was not, and that before H e was begotten He was not, 
and that H e came into being from things t h a t were not, 
or who affirm that the Son of God i s of a different sub-
stance or essence, or created, subject to change or altera-
t i on , them the Catholic and Apostolic Church anathematizes. 

How potent must have been the influence of the 
"god of this w o r l d , " to bring about the astounding 
misbeliefs stated in the Nicene and Athanasian 
creeds! Le t us be thankful that by divine grace 
we are not entangled therein. 

The Son still Subject to the Father 

Our Saviour who, in Gethsemane, prayed to His 
F a t h e r — " n o t my w i l l , but thine, be done"—is st i l l 
subject to the Father, and always wi l l be. This is 
plainly shown in 1 Corinthians 15: 28— 

A n d when a l l things shall be subdued unto him, then 
sha l l the Son also himsel f be subject unto h im t h at put al l 
things under h im , t h a t God may be a l l i n a l l . 

Note that the above words " s u b d u e d ' ' and " s u b j e c t " 
are t rans lat ions of the same Greek word . 

Thus is shown the supremacy of the Father. The 
Son is at the Father 's right hand; and, at the very 
peak of H is glory, a l l enemies under His feet, He 
is, and to al l eternity w i l l be, subject to the Father, 
who placed a l l things under the Son, and who is glo-
rified by the subjection of a l l , acclaiming the Son 
as Lord . 

What we have now seen in the Scriptures ban-
ishes for ever the credal teachings of coeternity and 
coequality as between the Father and the Son, which 
the Athanasian creed presumptuously proclaims 
must be believed in order to salvation. A n d we 
marvel that Christendom has been so firmly bound 
in these errors for sixteen hundred years. B u t 
while thankful on our own behalf for the truth that 
has freed us from the error, we are thankful also 
to realize that the time is not distant that shall wit -
ness the liberation of a l l who are held by this teach-
ing, most dishonouring to God in denying His supre-
macy, and dishonouring to the Son in shockingly 
misrepresenting H im as wi l l ing to claim equality 
with His Father, His God.—John 20: 17. 

The Holy Spirit 

I t w i l l have been noticed that the Nicene creed 
merely mentions the Holy Spirit , defining nothing. 
I n this the Nicene creed is much less elaborate than 
some of its predecessors, and than the Athanasian 
creed, which affirms the coeternity and coequality 
of the Holy Spir it wi th the Father and the Son. A t 
the time the Nicene creed was formulated (A .D . 
325) the burning question was as to the relationship 
between the Father and the Son; the teaching con-
cerning the Holy Spirit was in the background. 

I n view of what has been seen in the Scriptures 
concerning the relationship between the Father and 
the Son, we are bound to say at once that the Athan-
asian creed is in error also in what it says concerning 
the Holy Spirit . 
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The Scripture teaching is that the Holy Spir it is 
the influence or power proceeding from (or, Revised 
Version margin, "goeth forth f r om" ) God. God, 
a Personality, is the Source of the Holy Spir i t , but 
the Spir it itself is not a person, but a power, just 
as the spirit of a man is not a separate person, but 
is the influence or power of which the man is the 
source or origin; and just as the spirit of ,the world 
is not a person, but is the influence or power of 
which the world is the source or origin.—John 15: 
26; 1 Corinthians 2: 11-16. 

On the day of Pentecost the L o r d Jesus, " h a v i n g 
received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost 
[ S p i r i t ] , he hath shed forth [or poured out] this, 
which ye now see and hear . " Shedding forth and 
pouring out can be understood of a power or in -
fluence, but not of a person.—Acts 2 : 16-18, 33; 10: 
45. 

I n Old Testament times the Holy Spirit acted for 
the most part in a mechanical manner, inspiring the 
prophets to speak and write, giving Samson physi-
cal strength, or enabling untrained men to make the 
finest jewellery for the tabernacle. Since our Lord ' s 
resurrection, the Holy Spirit has been, in the lives 
of believers, a guide to the understanding of Scrip-
ture truth, and a fruit-producing power to build 
them up in the likeness of character of God and of 
Christ. I n addition to this latter have been the 
miraculous " g i f t s " conferred upon the early church, 
as already described on page 90. 

The Argument from Pronouns 
Tr in i tar ian believers think the Scriptures teach 

that the Holy Spir it is a Person, one of three co-
eternals and coequals. They find apparent support 
for their belief when they read such passages as 
John 16: 7-15, a portion of which we now quote—• 

7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth : I t is expedient for 
you that I go away: for i f I go not away, the Comforter 
w i l l not come unto you; but i f I depart, I w i l l send him 
unto you. 

8 A n d when he is come, he w i l l reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment: . . . 

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
wi l l guide you into all t ruth : for he shall not speak of him-
self; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he w i l l shew you things to come. . . . 

The constant use of the pronoun " h e " in the 
above passage and some others is taken by the t r i n i -
tarian believers as teaching that the Holy Spir i t is a 
Person. When met in this way we first cite an-
other wel l known passage, Romans 8: 16, and ask 
the tr initarian for his explanation of i t — 

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 

are the children of God. 

We say to the tr initarian believer, Y o u wish us 
to explain the passages in which the pronoun " h e " 
is used, and we shall do so. B u t first we would l ike 
your explanation why the Holy Spirit is called 
" i t s e l f " in Romans 8: 16. The translation is quite 
correct in both places. We have never been 
favoured wi th the explanation we have asked for ; 
though we ful ly believe that the explanation is quite 
wel l known to many trinitarians, particularly to 
such as have studied languages. 

We are not meaning to set Romans up in opposi-
tion to John as though there were a contradiction 
and each believer must choose which he prefers., 
T H A T W A Y I S N E V E R R I G H T , but is greatly dis-
honouring to God, whose Holy Spir it inspired the 
writers of both Romans and John. 

The explanation is that in the passage in John 
the pronoun " h e " has for its antecedent the noun 
parakletos (Comforter), which in the Greek is 
masculine, and requires a masculine pronoun. I n 
Romans the pronoun " i t s e l f " has for its antecedent 
the noun pneuma ( S p i r i t ) , which in the Greek is 
neuter, and requires a neuter pronoun. Therefore 
the use of the pronouns proves nothing at a l l in 
regard to the sex or personality of the Holy Spirit , 
and the passages in John are not proof texts in 
favour of the trinitarians, nor is the passage in 
Romans a proof text in favour of those opposed to 
the Athanasian creed. 

I f the use of the pronoun " h e " in these, passages 
is to be received as evidence or proof that the Holy 
Spir it is a male person, then a principle is estab-
lished, and every use of that pronoun in the Bible 
must needs be regarded as referring to some male 
person. Hence an iron gate is a male person, be-
cause when Peter was being delivered from prison by 
the angel, the iron gate "opened to them of his own 
accord." (Acts 12: 10.) On the same principle, 
the altar in the court of the tabernacle in the wilder-
ness was also a male person, for we read of "his 
horns," " his pans , " " his ashes," " Ms shovels," " his 
basons," "his fleshhooks," "his firepans." (Exodus 
27: 1-3.) I f the use of the pronoun " h e " is to be 
received as proof in the one case it is equally good 
proof in the other two. B u t if the use of that pro-
noun does not prove the altar and the iron gate to 
have been male persons, neither can it prove the 
Comforter to be a male person. So this alleged " e v i -
dence" is no evidence at all . 

I n the languages, ancient and modern, of contin-
ental Europe, sex had and has but little to do with 
determining the grammatical genders of nouns, these 
being arranged (the Engl ish think disarranged) i n 
manners which the most of us would consider exceed-
ingly peculiar. I n Germany, the sun is feminine, 
the moon is masculine, and the ship always neuter. 

The Engl ish language is not now burdened (as 
it was in Chaucer's time) wi th the grammatical gen-
der which is s t i l l such a t r ia l to Engl ish students of 
continental languages; although there are a few 
idiomatic and colloquial instances remaining in E n g -
lish, such as " s h e " for ship. We now are accus-
tomed to apply gender to nouns according to the 
sex of the things named. I n the Greek they had 
the grammatical gender, which arbitrari ly applied 
masculine, feminine, and neuter regardless of physi-
cal facts. I t is very convenient for English-speak-
ing people to be free of the burden of grammatical 
gender; but i t is necessary for us to realize that i t 
was used in the Greek language, and that its use 
forbids the citation of texts containing the pronoun 
" h e " or " i t s e l f " as indications of the personality 
or lack of personality of that which is thus referred 
to. 
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Grieve Not the Holy Spirit 
We have shown from the Scriptures that the Holy 

Spir i t is the power, or influence, of the Father. The 
Holy Spir it therefore is not a personality. B u t as 
long as the Father has existed (that is always) so 
long has the Holy Spirit proceeded from H i m to 
accomplish His purposes. Therefore the Holy Spir it 
is called " the eternal S p i r i t . " The objection is some-
times raised—If the Holy Spirit is not a person, how 
can it be said to experience love or grief, as in 
Ejmesians 4: 30—"grieve not the holy S p i r i t , " and 
Romans 15: 30—"for the love of the S p i r i t " ? To 
this we answer that, by a well known usage of lan-
guage, impersonal things are sometimes spoken of, 
or even spoken to, as though they were persons. 
Young children learn this in the well known nursery 
rhyme addressed to the s tar—"How I wonder what 
you are . " This usage is frequent in the Scriptures. 
I n the two passages cited the Holy Spirit , though not 
a person, is spoken of as though it were a person. 
Keeping in memory the fact that the Holy Spir i t is 
the power or influence of God, who is a Person, it is 
not difficult to understand why the qualities of 
Jehovah, of which love is one, and the ability to 
suffer grief another, should be ascribed to the Power 
or Influence which proceeds from Him. Moreover, 
Ephesians 4: 30, which exhorts to "grieve not the 
holy S p i r i t , " adds an explanation, "whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption," in which the 
Spir it is spoken of as a seal—an inanimate thing; 
while in 1 Thessalonians 5: 19 it is spoken of as a 
flame—"Quench not the S p i r i t . " To get the right 
understanding, all these descriptions must be con-
sidered in harmony; and the only consistent conclu-
sion is that the Holy Spirit is not a person but a 
Power or Influence from God "shed f o r t h " upon His 
people through Jesus Christ. 

When the Saviour began His earthly ministry, the 
Spir i t was given Him without measure, and the in-
spired words of prophecy show exactly what that 
Spir it was — " A n d the spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him, the spirit of wisdom and imderstanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of know-
ledge and of the fear of the L o r d " — i n short, the 
power of God. When our Saviour offered up Himself, 
the same Spirit gave Him the power to do so " w i t h -
out spot." And when the risen Christ ascended to 
the Father, He obtained the power before promised 
in the prophecy of Joel, and on the day of Pentecost 
"shed f o r t h " that wonderful Gift , "whi ch proceeded 
from the F a t h e r , " upon His waiting people, to be 
with them and their successors in the faith unti l He 
should receive them to Himself.—Hebrews 9: 14; 
Matthew 3: 16; John 3 : 34; Isaiah 1 1 : 2, 3; Acts 2 : 
14-21, 33; John 15 : 26. 

"Jehovah our Gods is One" 
When Moses was inspired to write Deuteronomy 

6: 4, in the Hebrew text of which the word " G o d s " 
is in the plural , was he writing something in favour 
of the Three-in-One teaching? No, he was not!,-
though this passage is now much misused by those 
who seek to convert the Jews to trinitarianism. 

The Bible has many instances of similar use of 
plural forms. I n the introduction to Young's A n a -

lyt ical Concordance there are two pages of " I l l u s -
trations of Bible Idioms." Paragraph 50 says— 
" P l u r a l nouns, pronouns, and verbs are frequently 
used for the s ingular . " Numerous references to 
both Old and New Testaments are cited. In modern 
Engl ish this usage is very infrequent; but the Royal 
' ' W e ' ' is well wi thin l iv ing memory; also the edito-
r i a l " w e . " I n modern German the practice is still 
followed of using the plural pronoun when address-
ing a stranger or a distinguished person, also by 
children when addressing their parents; and, in 
writing, such plural pronouns begin with capital let-
ters. L e t us refer to two Bible illustrations of the 
plural-for-singular idiom. The two to be cited are 
chosen because the facts are noted in the marginal 
readings in reference Bibles, and can easily be seen 
by every reader. 

I n Genesis 4: 10 it is wr i t ten— 
A n d he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy 

brother's blood [margin, bloods] erieth unto me from the 
ground. 

This referred to the blood of murdered Abel, the 
first martyr to the faith. There is no possibility of 
supposing that the p lura l form "b loods" refers to 
plurality of number. The plural form of the word 
is used for impressiveness, to indicate importance. 

I n Isaiah 53: 9 it is wr i t ten— 
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the 

rich in his death [margin, deaths] ; . . . 

Our Lord died but once, as we a l l know. B y the 
Hebrew prophet His one death is referred to i n the 
plural . Why? To indicate, by the usual gramma-
tical form, its immense importance, value, and dig-
nity, as the one offering sufficient for the sins of the 
whole world. 

Similarly the plural word " G o d s " is used in Deu-
teronomy 6: 4 to indicate the majesty of Jehovah. 

Hear, O I s r a e l : The L o r d our God [Hebrew, Gods] is one 
L o r d . 

Any thought of plurality of number is ruled out 
by the word " o n e " in the text. So the trinitarians 
are seriously misusing the majestic and inspired 
Hebrew " S h e m a " in their endeavour to influence 
Jewish proselytes to become tr initarian believers. , 

While on this subject it is very interesting to note 
—and it well illustrates that the people in general 
were accustomed to this idiom—that when the chil -
dren of Israel in the wilderness worshipped the 
golden calf they said (Exodus 32: 4 ) — 

These be thy gods, O Israel , which brought thee up out 
of the land of E g y p t . 

Yet there was but one cal f ! 
In the Name 

Trini tar ian believers refer to our Lord ' s words 
(Matthew 28: 19)— "bapt iz ing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: ' ' 
—as though they would support their idea. 

B u t the text says nothing about coeternity or co-
equality. The rendering " i n the name of" signifies 
by the authoritv of, or with the assent or approval 
of. 

I f trinitarians urge, as sometimes they do, that 
the association of the Holy Spirit with the Father 
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and the Son in the baptism formula should be taken 
to prove that the Spir i t is a person because the 
Father and the Son are persons ( in this connection 
see also the benediction in 2 Corinthians 13: 14), 
reference must be made to 1 John 5: 8, where this 
so-called " p r i n c i p l e " of interpretation that satisfies 
the trinitarians that the Spirit is a person should 
equally prove to them that the water and the blood 
also are persons because associated with the Spirit 
in an agreement. 

B u t the trinitarians would not allow this associa-
tion to prove that the water and the blood are per-
sons (as of course they should n o t ) ; so we say that 
they are debarred from insisting that the Spir it is 
a person on account of being associated wi th the 
Father and with the Son in the baptism formula. 

The One Text 
I n a l l the Bible there has never been more than 

the one text that could be thought to be definitely 
tr initarian in its declaration; viz., 1 John 5: 7, 8—• 

F o r there are three that bear record [ [ in heaven, the 
Father , the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are 
one. And there are three that bear witness in earth,]] the 
spirit , and the water, and the blood: and these three agree 
in one. 

The peculiarly tr initarian portion of this passage 
is enclosed in double brackets. A t the time of mak-
ing the Authorized Version (A .D . 1611) the authen-
ticity of the bracketed words was somewhat in 
question. The finding since of manuscripts more 
ancient than those then available shows beyond a l l 
doubt that the bracketed words are not authentic; 
they are uninspired, and should have no place i n our 
Bible. According to the Variorum Bible footnote, 
these words are found in " t w o very late M S S . ; 
omitted by the Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrine, 
and a l l Greek MSS. written before the fifteenth cen-
tury ; omitted by Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, 
and Westcott and Hort in their compilations of the 
Greek tex t ; omitted by the Revised Version; the 
passage is first found in writings of the Afr i can 
Fathers of the fifth century (but is possibly also 
quoted by Cyprian) and in later copies of the V u l -
gate." 

From this i t appears that there was no tr initarian 
text in any Greek manuscript of the New Testament 
for more than a thousand years after the Nicene 
and Athanasian creeds were formulated! 

I n this connection i t is necessary to make a serious 
complaint against the Revised Version. I t is custo-
mary to see in the marginal notes in relevant places 
in the Revised Version, "some ancient authorities 
r e a d ; " or, " M a n y ancient authorities r e a d ; " or, as 
in a note on the last chapter of Mark, " T h e two 
oldest Greek manuscripts, and some other authori-
ties, omit from ver. 9 to the end. Some other autho-
rities have a different ending to the Gospel ." B y 
such marginal notations the attention of the reader 
is directed to special items of information, always 
interesting, and sometimes very important. Against 
the words omitted from 1 John 5: 7, 8, there is no 

such marginal notation; this most important altera-
tion has been made in complete silence. Moreover, 
the numbering of the verses in this chapter has been 
altered, also without notation, so that in this passage 
the verse numbers in the Revised Version do not 
agree with those in the Authorized Version (although 
the verse numbers agree elsewhere). 

The right of the Revised Version translators to 
alter the verse numbers is not questioned, since 
these numbers are not inspired, but are inserted only 
to facilitate reference to the Scriptures. 

B u t here is an alteration made in the text, as well 
as in the verse numbers, at a passage affecting the 
very doctrine which the Athanasian creed says is 
necessary to be believed in order to salvation; and 
the Revisers have done a l l this without following 
their usual custom of directing attention to ancient 
authority on special items. W H Y ? ? ? 

Perhaps the reason may be in the fact that nearly 
a l l the translators of the Revised Version, were t r i -
nitarians. 

Christendom's Idolatry 

Eastern Christendom bows down before " h o l y " 
pictures ( ikons) , but w i l l have nothing to do with 
images. Papists bow down before images and vene-
rate " h o l y " pictures as well . Both sections vene-
rate alleged " r e l i c s " of saints. Papists bow down 
before the "strange god," the wafer which the a l l -
powerful word of the least of its priests is supposed 
to be able to transform into the veritable flesh of 
our blessed Lord , so that the creature creates the 
Creator. Protestants have rightly cast out a l l these 
forms of idolatry. 

B u t there is another idolatry in which nearly a l l 
Protestants are involved with the Papists and E a s -
tern Christendom. They a l l worship the " H o l y 
T r i n i t y " which, as we have seen, is violently con-
trary to Scripture; is most dishonouring to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy S p i r i t ; and, 
having been fashioned by men, being the work of 
men's minds i f not of their hands, is wholly imagin-
ary, and therefore N O N - E X I S T E N T . 

I n worshipping the non-existent " H o l y T r i n i t y , " 
Christendom is guilty of I D O L A T R Y , and we have 
no hesitation in making this accusation. Individual 
Christians to whom these words may come are lov-
ingly exhorted and urged to flee from this and a l l 
other idolatry i f they are involved. And may we 
al l have grace and strength to keep clear of it and 
of every semblance thereto. 

Those of us who* by the grace of God, are already 
clear should give thanks for what we can understand 
about the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit , 
and should endeavour to follow the course that w i l l 
glorify God in a l l things. 

One God, and One Lord 

Although we are ful ly aware that the " H o l y 
T r i n i t y ' ' worshipped by nearly a l l Christendom is i n 
fact non-existent, we are also aware that as a form 
of misbelief the tr initarian doctrine is very potent 
in many hearts, and is a conspicuous illustration of 



116 T H E N E W C O V E N A N T A D V O C A T E J u l y 1, 1935 

the activity and the influence of the "god of this 
w o r l d " in blinding many minds. I t behooves us 
therefore more than ever to rely on that Word in -
spired by the Holy Spir i t—that Word which is able 
to make us wise unto salvation (2 Timothy 3 :14 -17) ; 
that inspired. Word which contains neither the 
Nicene nor the Anathasian creed, but which, con-
t rary to these creeds and imaginings of uninspired 
men, says to us ( 1 Corinthians 8: 4-6)— 

. . . we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and 
that there is none other God but one. 

F o r though there be that are called gods, whether in 
heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 

B u t to us there is but O N E GOD, T H E F A T H E R , of 
whom are all things, and we in h im; and O N E L O R D J E S U S 
C H R I S T , by whom are al l things, and we by him. 

May this blessed knowledge ever abide in our 
hearts, sanctifying us according to the blessed, and 
holy, and perfect w i l l of God! Amen. 

For the Children 

P A U L B E A C H E S C O R I N T H 
When so many preparations were made by the 

L o r d for the introduction of the Gospel, and so long 
before i t was to be preached, we begin to think i t 
must be something very, very important. A n d in -
deed the Gospel is important. I t is the most im-
portant thing in the world, because i t tells us of 
things of.more value than anything we have ever 
yet known or heard of. The Gospel is really "news 
from heaven," first brought to men on the earth by 
the greatest of a l l God's messengers—our L o r d 
Jesus. That we should hear anything from heaven 
at a l l is wonderful enough; but when God's own 
Son is chosen to bring it we may marvel at the way 
this earth has been favoured. 

When P a u l heard of i t he immediately devoted 
his whole life to telling the "news from heaven" 
to others; he became one of its honoured messen-
gers. Silas did the same, as also did Timothy; and, 
as we have seen, they both became Paul ' s trusted 
helpers on his great journeys from city to city. 

P a u l had been alone in Athens; Timothy had gone 
to Thessalonica, and Silas seems to have been on 
another mission somewhere in Macedonia. P a u l left 
Athens, after his preaching to the philosophers on 
Mars ' H i l l , and went to Corinth, and there he seems 
to have been not long in finding two people—a man 
and his wife—who, l ike himself, were tent makers. 
P a u l would have but little difficulty in finding some-
one of this trade, for a good many people were en-
gaged in it . No doubt he would also know just 
where to look for such traders, and when he found 
these people he arranged to make his home with 
them, and every day they worked together at the 
tents. I t was in this way that P a u l provided him-
self with the simple necessities ©f his life while in 
Corinth, earning enough for a l l his needs, so that 
he had no occasion to receive anything from the 
natives of that city. 

As we shall several times again hear of the two 
people whom P a u l met and with whom he abode, 
we must tel l you that their names were Aquila and 
Prisei l la . Both belonged to the Jewish nation, but 
we are not sure whether they were Christians when 
P a u l first met them. We know, however, that they 
were soon after, and it may a l l have come to them 
through P a u l their partner in labour. Although 

Aquila, and probably his wife also, was a native of 
Pontus in As ia Minor, he seems to have made his 
home in Rome—many miles from Corinth. But , 
sometime before P a u l met them, one of the Roman 
Emperors had commanded a l l the Jews to leave that 
city, and that is how these two came to be in Corinth. 

Among the many seaports along the Mediterra-
nean coast Corinth was one of the most important. 
I t was a great commercial centre, and the Jewish 
population was large. This means that there was at, 
least one synagogue in the city, where the Jews 
gathered every Sabbath day—there to pray, read 
and search their Scriptures; looking for and wait-
ing for their Messiah, not knowing that He had 
already come to their nation, had finished His work 
on the earth, and had gone back into the heavens! 

I n a city l ike Corinth, where travellers by sea 
were arr iv ing nearly every day, the Jews would cer-
tainly have heard of Jesus of Nazareth, for the news 
would be brought to them. B u t the Jews them-
selves also frequently visited Jerusalem. From the 
different reports they would receive—some saying 
" H e is a good m a n , " others that " H e deeeiveth the 
people," they might be left in an uncertain state of 
mind as to whether He really was their Messiah. 

A n d that is how P a u l would find them when he 
entered the synagogue in Corinth on the Sabbath 
days. A n d we can wel l imagine how thoughts of 
sympathy and even pity would fly through his mind 
as he sat there and heard his brethren, the Jews, 
praying to God and try ing to worship H i m through 
Moses. H is concern would be even greater for them 
if , after he had declared the truth to them about 
Jesus, they stubbornly rejected the divine message 
and preferred the hopeless course of looking for 
another Messiah. Wel l might Pa u l think of the bur-
dens that would be lifted and the blessings that w7ere 
awaiting them i f they would but believe the truth 
he had to preach. 

A n d the opportunity was given him each sabbath; 
and he reasoned with a l l present, using the Scrip-
tures and persuading them that Jesus was the Christ. 
And the Jews early opposed themselves to the 
apostle's message. That opposition would be shown 
by their manner towards him as wel l as by words. 
B u t what particularly showed their determination 
and unreasonableness was that they did much more 
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than merely oppose P a u l : they "b lasphemed;" that 
is, they said things against Jesus as Messiah that 
were quite wicked. B y blaspheming they proved 
themselves wholly unworthy of having any more of 
the Gospel made known to them; so P a u l withdrew, 
and did not enter their synagogue again. He had 
fulfilled the Lord 's command always to preach to 
the Jews first, and as they refused him he could tell 
them they must themselves take the consequences 
of that refusal. A n d that was no small matter, for 
in refusing Paul they had also refused God! 

The very words he used you w i l l read presently 
in the Acts, but they were accompanied by an action 
which was common in those days, and was indeed 
commanded by the Lord whenever the Jews refused 
their testimony. He "shook his ra iment , " which 
meant that he had done his duty toward them and 
was now free. 

The Jews in Corinth were thus left to continue in 
their synagogue alone, and to go on looking for 
their Messiah in their own way. For P a u l walked 
out and went to the Gentiles, declaring the Good 
News to them. A n d that was only a matter of pass-
ing out of one door and entering another. F o r a 
Greek believer named Justus had a house next to 
the synagogue, and this man, seeing and knowing 
al l that had been done, invited Paul to hold his 
meetings there. So now what do we see? 

We see the old form of worship and the new being 
carried on side by side in a Gentile city, in both of 
which places the Corinthians were at liberty to enter 
during a service, for the invitation was always open. 
And i f it so happened that the two congregations 
were meeting on the same day, say on a sabbath 
morning, we would see them passing each other in 
the street and afterwards entering the different 
doors. 

Amongst those going to the house of Justus would 
be some Jews who formerly went to the synagogue: 
and now what looks they would get from their 
Jewish friends as they passed the synagogue by! 
A t the close of each service there would be further 
awkward meetings and passings in the street; and 
al l of this would prove a test for both parties. The 
synagogue Jews would certainly frown on and con-
demn the Christian Jews, harbouring more or less 
bitterness against them. B u t the Christians, if true 
to their teaching, would be patient and intreat: 
"Come and see" would be their appeal. 

This odd situation of a Jew starting a r i v a l meet-
ing next door to the synagogue would become 
known through the city, arousing some curiosity, 
The people might say, We know fair ly well what 
the Jews believe and teach—looking for their Mes-
siah, and so on; but what do these new ones say? 
And many of them went to see, and so heard for 
the first time how. the God of the Jews was then 
calling the Gentiles, the Corinthians amongst them, 
to receive the blessings that were first offered to the 
Jews, but which they rejected. And P a u l put the 
matter so plainly and scripturally before them that 
many believed, and later on st i l l many more, and 
were baptized in token of their faith. 

Thus the church in Corinth was started, and the 
numbers grew and increased. A l l of the members 
were enriched in the knowledge of God and given 
mighty poAvers by the'laying on of Paul ' s hands; so 
thac iney must have created quite a stir in that 
great cicy and the country round about. 

We have many times had to tell you of the envy 
and bitterness of the Jews against the Christians in 
other, cities, and already those evil things were 
showing themselves amongst the Jews of the syna-
gogue against Paul . Some Jews having left them, 
and many Gentiles crowding in as followers of P a u l — 
and next door too—acted like a sting. I t gave them 
pain instead of pleasure which it should have done. 
B u t when the chief ruler of the synagogue—Crispus 
by name—and his whole family walked out and en-
tered the house of Justus, also as followers of Pau l , 
there was most probably a real storm of indignation 
against Paul . For it was like taking a stone out 
of the foundations of the synagogue when they 
went; for the chief ruler was the most influential 
and prominent man in i t . 

Those Jews who separated themselves from the 
synagogue to follow Jesus faithfully, and those Gen-
tiles who left their idols and became firm believers 
in the Lord , certainly did the right thing. They 
recognized Pau l and his companions as true messen-
gers from God, and therefore as having the word of 
the Truth to speak. I n thajb case the truth could 
not be heard in the synagogue again, nor was it 
then or ever in the idol temples. Their calling, then, 
was to keep themselves separate, to keep together and 
close to P a u l and to the Lord who was the great 
Leader of them al l , and to pay attention to no other 
teachers. 

B u t let us suppose that some of the Jews after a 
while should say, Wel l , after a l l there are some 
things in the L a w of Moses that are good; and the 
Gentiles should say, Not every thing in the gods is 
bad; and, you know, some of the people st i l l attend-
ing both places are very nice. L e t us pay them a 
visit in their services, and get friendly wi th them, 
then perhaps we can talk wi th them of the good 
things we know, and it may be they w i l l see the 
Truth and w i l l come over to us, forsaking the wrong 
ways as we did. I s not that just what is wanted? 

We might answer this and say, Y e s : it is what is 
wanted. B u t whether it would be right to adopt 
that plan is another matter. So we ask, Would the 
Jews of the synagogue who had already refused 
Paul ' s message be persuaded by that plan to change 
their minds and join the Christians next door? I 
suppose we may say, Not one of them. Would the 
Gentiles do any better? We are sure they would 
not. 

So i f friendship and companionship with these are 
desired, it is the Christians who would have to sac-
rifice their faith. A n d that would mean that in time 
they would lose it a l l : the Jewish believers would 
be back in the synagogue altogether, and the Gen-
tile believers in their idolatry again! 

I t is always the same at a l l times with a l l of us. 
Satan is interested in breaking down the separate-
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ness of those who believe, and is so strong at present 
that the wrong w i l l always win as soon as we for-
sake the apostle's instructions. I f we have learned 
to know the Lord and to love H i m and His people, 
it is for us to keep with them or we shall soon find 
ourselves fal l ing away, fall ing back to the old things 
we once left. 

How careful must we be of our companions! 

Be Not Afraid; I am With Thee 
P a u l had been so accustomed to the Jews seeking 

to take his life or to do him bodily in jury , in nearly 
a l l the cities he visited, that he again seems to have 
feared that probability in Corinth. Fo r when he 
wrote to the Corinthian church a good while after 
he said, " I was with you in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling. ' ' A n d as i t seems he was 
in Corinth when he wrote his second letter to the 
Thessalonians, we may learn from that letter that 
there was considerable opposition to the Gospel in 
Corinth, and probably from the Gentiles as wel l as 
the Jews . F or the apostle besought the Thessalo-
nians to pray for them, that the word of the Lord 
may have free course, and that they may be de-
livered from "unreasonable and wicked men . " I t 
was his great desire to go on with his work of evan-
gelising that great city, but there were very many 
hindrances and, as we think, positive dangers to 
his own person. And ,had he beei. _ajured by vio-
lence or threatened with death as had so often hap-
pened before, the free course of the Gospel would 
have suffered, or Pau l would have had to fly out of 
the city. 

B u t the L o r d knew about a l l that was going on, 
and of Paul ' s weakness and fear and trembling. 
A n d the L o r d was k ind to P a u l in his distress, and 
for the third time spoke to him. On this occasion 
it was in the night He spoke, and in a vision. They 
were words of cheer, promise, and encouragement—• 
just such words as he seems to have needed— 

" B e not a f r a i d , " P a u l : stop fearing and trembling. 
" A n d hold not thy p e a c e ; " " b u t s p e a k " — a s you have 

been. 
Do not think I have forsaken or forgotten you: " F o r 1 

am with t h e e . " 
And now I promise that " n o man shall set on thee to 

hurt t h e e . " 
A n d know this, that your work here is far from finished: 

' ' for I have much people in this c i t y . ' ' 

This visit of the Lord in a vision must have lifted 
P a u l right up ; and whatever depressed feelings he 
might have had must have flown away. He could 
more than ever trust in the Lord and resume his 
calm and serenity, walking about that city before 
the face of al l his foes, "teaching the word of God 
among them." And knowing that not one person 
or any number of them could raise a hand to do 
him i n j u r y ! That was now impossible since the 
Lord Himself was controlling a l l of them. A n d his 
work was going to be a great success, for " m u c h 
people," many people, would become believers 
through his ministry. 

F o r one year and six months Pau l continued in 
Corinth, and knew that he was being preserved from 

the violence of wicked men. The Gospel spread 
throughout the city and in many smaller places 
around, and to the great joy of the apostle many 
believed on the Lord , and were added to the church. 
So i f he had a short season of " f e a r and . . . 
trembling, ' ' it was more than balanced by a long 
period of security, peace, and success under the 
mighty hand of the Lord . 

Please read Acts 18: 1-11 for this Story. 
What the Jews said of Jesus, John 7: 11, 12. 
Instruction in conduct, 1 Corinthians 4: 12, 13. 
The Corinthians made rich, 1 Corinthians 1 : 5; 2 Corin-

thians 9: 11. 
The Gifts, 1 Corinthians 12: 28. 
The need for keeping separate, 2 Corinthians 6: 14-18. 
And together, Hebrews 10: 25. 
To follow P a u l , 1 Corinthians 11 : 1. 
To reject false teachers, Galatians 1 : 8, 9. 
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privately addressed to each one personally. Promptness in 
responding will be greatly appreciated, and will be a great 
help to the work. Therefore, please let us hear from all at 
earliest opportunity. Those who have been receiving the 
N.C.A. free on special terms because of inability to pay are 
cordially welcome, as ever, to the paper on the same terms. 
But we must hear from such yearly, so we may know they 
still live and desire to continue reading. 

T R I A L S U B S C R I P T I O N S w i l l be received as a co-opera-
tion in the work. Send us the price of a year ' s subscription 
with the names of four friends you desire to interest i n the 
Good Tidings ; the N.C.A. w i l l be sent for three months to 
each address in the hope that they w i l l wish to continue as 
readers. T r i a l Subscriptions sent now or very soon w i l l in -
clude this issue. 

The "Advocate" Sustaining Fund 
Voluntary donations to this fund have been received as under, 

since our last report. As the " A d v o c a t e " is regularly published 
at' a financial loss, it is obliged to depend upon the loving co-opera-
tion of its friends until it shall become self-sustaining. Let the good 
work continue! 

67, 2 / - ; 68, £1; 69, 2 / - ; 70, 4/- ; 71, £1:10:0; 72, £10:10:0; 
73, 4/- ; 74, £1; 75, 4/- ; 76, £2 :2 :0 ; 77, 2 / - ; 78, £1; 79, 
£3:2:6; 80, £2:11:3; total for month, £23:13:9 ($115.11); 
previously reported, £117:19:0 ($573.11); total for 6 months, 
£141:12:9 ($688.22). Of this total, a portion was required 
to clear off the Deficit from 1934, the amount remaining for 
use in the work for this year being £55. The expenses of 
the Advocate Sustaining F u n d for the whole of this year 
to December 15, 1935, are estimated at £400 ($2000); thus 
leaving £345 to be accomplished between J u l y 1 and Decem-
ber 15—or an average of about £69 ($345) per month for 
the 5 months. 

The Cheerful Givers 
Voluntary Donations, as under, have been received since our last 

report for the spread of the Good Tidings concerning the Grace of 
God in Jesus, our Mediator and Intercessor under the terms of the 
New Covenant. 

32, 5 / - ; 33, 2 / - ; 34, £15; 35, £20; 36, 5 / - ; 37, 6/2; total 
for month, £35:18:2 ($174.52); previously reported, £67:9:11 
($328.02); total for 6 months, £103:8:1 ($502.54). The esti-
mated expenses of the Cheerful Givers F u n d for 1935 
amount to £200 ($1000); though more than this sum can 
be beneficially utilized should it b« available. 


